
GC Celebrates its 30th 
With Style ana Praise

By Vida Avvumey

This  y ear  m a rks  30tli ann ive rsa ry  of the 
Gospel C ho ir  an d  on  Nov. 11, 2001, the 

choir gave  their  30th an n iversa ry  concert 
in the G reat Hall. Ever>’ seat in the room 

w as  tilled, leaving o th e rs  to s tand  u p  in 
o rd e r  to w a tc h  th e  festivities. All 

a t te n d ee 's  w ere  d ressed  in his o r  he r  best 
S u n d a y  attire ready  to hear  so m e  gospel 

singing. Families, friends, children, s tu 
d en ts  an d  of course  a lum ni (since it w as 
h o m e co m in g  w e ek e n d )  from all a rou nd  

the  tr iang le  area a n d  e \ e n  from out of 
to w n  cam e  to give the ir  su p p o r t  of the cel
ebration. The Kirksey family d ro ve  30 
m in u te s  from Raleigh to com e and  see 
th e ir  son, s o p h o m o re  a n d  m usic ian ,  

Tacque Kirksey d o  his th ing  w ith  the band . 

At the  closing of the  ceremony, they said 
tha t they really enjoyed it an d  w ere glad 
they came. Also there  to give supp tir t  for 
he r  daugh te r ,  C hessa  Huff, as well as the 
acco m plish m en ts  of the  G ospel Choir, was 

o n e  of th e  fo u n d in g  m em b ers ,  D enise  
Williams 1 hiff from Charlotte . A m o n g  the 
m a n y  U N C  s tu d en ts  to com e to view this 

spec tacu la r  ev en t  w as  Jom oke  Blaize, w h o  
h ea rd  abou t  the concert th ro ug h  a friend 

an d  dec id ed  to com e see the show. Even

more  compelling was the attendance of 
Israeli exchange s tudent,  A nat Keinan, 

w ho  saw a poster of the event in a resi
dence hall bulletin board  and decided to 

come. She says she has loved gospel music 
ever since the first time she heard it in Italy. 
Wow! Gospel music is even em braced in 
o ther  continents!

At the beginning of 
the concert, aud ience  
m em bers  were present
ed w ith  brief songs of 

w orsh ip  by the gospel 
cho ir  2001-2002
Executive Board, 

w h ich  inc luded
P res iden t  Tam ra  C.
T h o m a s  an d  choir 

director, C hris topher  J.
Cooper.  T hey  sang  
songs such as 'O  come, 
let us adore  him " and 

"I Get Joy" to get the 
show  m oving  and  the 

au d ie n c e  in "gospel 
m o de ."  But up o n  
em cee Pastor Shaw n D.

L ip sco m b 's  w ords,
"Ya'll  ready  to have  

so m e  ch u rch  u p  in

h ere?"  the  ro o m  w a s  filled 
w ith  cheers , claps, an d  music; 

a true concert h a d  b egun .  His 

presence just lit u p  the room 

even more.
T he  U N C  G o sp e l  C hoir  

gave an a sp ir ing  in troduction  

le ad in g  to th e ir  respec tive  

place on  the s tage w ith  their 
engaging dance  sequence. Each m em ber  

came dancing  d o w n  the aisle w i th  style 

filled with the love for Jesus. It w as  very 
enterta in ing and  the aud ien ce  m em bers  

w ere  pleased w ith  w h a t  they w ere  seeing. 
People getting u p  o u t  of the ir  seats and  

singing along w ith  the choir  p rov ed  the
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