
NCW toda
news from UNC by the sea

Vol. VII, No. 1 AUGUST, 1982

Seahawk Sets Sail for Science
The Lady Ellen, an 80-foot sh r im p  traw le r  

seized for drug smuggling on its first run  in 
1978, has  been rehabili ta ted . The  boat is now 
the R/V Seahawk.  a scientific  research vessel 
acquired  by UN CW  in 1979.

The un ivers i ty  received a one-million-dollar 
g ran t  from the N ational  Oceanic  and  A tm o s ­
pheric A dm in is t ra t io n  (NOAA) in 1980 and 
im m edia te ly  began to refit the boat for u n d e r ­
w a te r  research. Her chris ten ing  in May, 1982, 
m arked  the completion of the $630,000 renova ­
tion. T he  Seahaw k  is now  in the more respec ­
table profession of u n d e rw a te r  scientific 
research  for U N C W ’s SURF program  (South ­
eastern  U n d e rw a te r  Research Facility).

A fter  a sh ak ed o w n  cruise in July, the Sea­
haw k  has  begun a series of scientific  research 
expedit ions  along the East Coast of the  United  
States.  The  c rew  will w ork  on projects dealing 
w ith  fisheries,  m arine  pollution, sea floor pro ­
cesses, diving physiology and safety, ocean 
dumping, and dredge spoil disposal.

The Seahawk  is fully equipped  w ith  elec­
tronic communications and navigational equip ­
ment, as well  as m odern  professional diving 
gear and  u n d e rw a te r  suppor t  sys tem s,  inc lud ­
ing an open diving bell. With its ow n  air 
supp ly ,  the d iv ing  bell can serve as a tem p o r ­
a ry  "home” for d ivers  while  they w ork  on the 
ocean floor 165 feet below the surface.

From the beginning, SURF w a s  meant to 
involve the entire S o u theas te rn  region of the 
U nited  Sta tes ,  according to Dr. Gilbert  W. 
Bane, UN CW  professor  of m arine  sciences and 
project adm in is t ra to r .  To do this, the SURF 
program  opera tes  u n der  the direction of the 
Sou theas te rn  Consort ium  for U n d e rw a te r  
Research (SECURE). Besides UNCW, other 
SECURE m em bers  are Duke University ,  the 
Virginia Ins t i tu te  of M arine  Science, the 
Research Triangle  Institute, the Georgia 
D epartm ent of N a tu ra l  Resources, South  
Carolina  Wildlife and M arine  Resources, the

N orth  Carolina S ta te  Ports  A uthori ty ,  Cape 
Fear Technical Institute, N ational  M arine  
Fisheries Service, N orth  Carolina Division of 
M arine  Fisheries, Old  Dominion Universi ty ,  
H arb o r  Branch Foundation, and  Florida Sea 
Grant.

SURF and  o ther regional p rog ram s of 
N O A A  in the Virgin Is lands,  S o u the rn  Cali ­
fornia, and  H aw aii  are par t  of a na t iona l  effort 
tha t su p p o r ts  var ious subm ers ib le  vessels . 
Last year, N O A A  scientists  in a subm ers ib le  
vessel d iscovered va luable  u n d e rw a te r  depos ­
its of stra tegic  and  precious metals .

With a little luck and  plen ty  of skill, the 
S eahaw k  can m ake its ow n  m ark  in the w orld  
of u n d e rw a te r  research.
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Crew members make last-minute preparations to the 
Seahawk, making her ready for her first trip in July.

Eaton Receives 
Honorary Degree

Dr. H ubert  Eaton, cha irm an  of the board  of 
t rus tees  of U N C W  for 1981-82, received an 
hon o ra ry  doctor of science degree from his  
a lm a mater, Johnson C. S m ith  U nivers i ty  in 
Charlotte ,  N orth  Carolina, last spring. This  
honora ry  doctora te  recognizes ou ts tand ing  
accom plishm ents  in con tem porary  society. 
The a w a rd  w a s  p resen ted  during  com m ence­
ment ceremonies in May.

Hunter Enjoys 
New Role In 
Development

In December, 1981, Dr. Jairy C. H unter ,  vice 
chancellor  for b us iness  affairs at UNCW, w as  
n am ed  vice chancellor for bus iness  affairs  and  
development. Since then. H un te r  and  Tyrone  
Rowell, d irector  of developm ent services, have  
directed the developm ent office's fund raising, 
public  relations, a lum ni affairs, publications, 

community service, and 
com m unications ac t iv ­
ities.

Just w h a t  is devel ­
opm ent?  A ccord ing  to 
Hunter ,  “It p rom otes  
the U nive rs i ty ’s p ro ­
grams, services and  
mission  in w h a te v e r  
w a y  it can. Public  re la ­
t ions is an  aspec t  of 
development.  So is fund 

ra is in g —collecting pr iva te  funds  and  seeking 
any type  of suppor t  for the U nivers i ty .”

U nder  the direction of H u n te r  and  Rowell,  
last yea r  U N CW  m o un ted  a cam paign  to raise 
$400,000 to a ir  condition T ra s k  Coliseum. “We 
have  had  s trong  su p p o r t  from the com m unity  
th u s  far,” sa id  Hunter .  “As of mid-July, we 
have  ra ised  abou t 80 percent of w h a t  w e  need 
to complete the job. We’ll continue our cam ­
paign  until  w e  have  all w e  need.” C onstruc tion  
is expec ted  to be com ple ted  in p len ty  of time 
for the 1983 Azalea Festival in Wilmington and  
other events  scheduled for next  summer.

H u n te r  has  been U N C W ’s chief bus iness  
officer for the pas t  four years. He is a m em ber  
of the faculty  in the School of Business A d m in ­
is t ra t ion  and  se rves  as t r e a su re r  of the UN CW  
Foundation, Inc. and  the E ndow m en t  Board.

Bowen Takes Charge as Alumni Affairs Officer
UN CW  now  has  a full-time a lum ni affairs 

officer. W. F rank  Bowen, a s ix -yea r  m em ber of 
the A lum ni A ssocia t ion’s board  of directors, 
took over the job July 1.

M any  a lum ni p robab ly  a lready  know  
Frank. Since his  g radua t ion  from UN CW  in 
1974, he has  been active in the A lum ni A ssoc i ­
a tion and  its con tr ibu tions  to the university .

He has  been a m em ber  of the assoc ia t ion’s 
board  of d irec tors  s ince 1976, and  has  been 
t r ea su re r  twice. F rank  also has  been cha irm an  
of the m em bersh ip  committee  as well  as a 
m em ber  of the scho la rsh ip  committee  an d  v a r ­
ious social com m ittees  of the  A lum ni A ssoc ia ­
tion.

“M y enrollment at U N C W  fostered  a com ­
mitm ent to the school,” said  Frank. “I w as  
p roud  to be a s tu d en t  and  I’m p roud  to be an  
a lum nus .  I’m also p roud  to be able to give back 
to the un ive rs i ty  some pa r t  of w h a t  I expe ­
r ienced here as a s tuden t .”

T yrone  Rowell, d irector of development 
services and  F ran k ’s new  boss, expla ined  tha t 
the u n iv e rs i ty  needs to be tte r  cu lt iva te  its 
more than  5,500 a lum ni of record. “A lum ni are 
ve ry  va luab le  a m b a ssa d o rs  of good will, as 
evidenced by the growing num bers  of s tuden ts  
coming here from s ta tes  o ther  th a n  N orth  
Carolina,” said  Rowell.  “Estab lish ing  this  full ­
time position is a service our a lum ni deserve, 

and  F rank  Bowen can certa in ly  do the job.”
As a lum ni  affa irs  officer, F rank  will act as 

executive director of the A lum ni Association

board  of d irectors an d  coord inate  vo lunteer  
efforts of the association. He also will direct 
the alum ni annua l  fund; plan, develop an d  
im plem ent n ew  and  existing a lum ni programs; 
and  e x p an d  the s ta tew ide  ne tw o rk  of U N CW  
alum ni suppor t  th rough  developm ent of local 
chap te rs  and  other activities.

“Up to now, w e’ve been a fledghng A lum ni 
A ssoc ia t ion ,” sa id  Frank. “A n d  it takes  t im e to 
learn  to fly. However,  as  the  un ive rs i ty  g row s  
we have  g rea te r  a lum ni  resources  to d r a w  on.”

F rank  kno w s  the ins and  outs  of the U N CW  
cam pus.  H e’s been an employee of the  u n iv e r ­
si ty  since 1974, first in con tinu ing  education  
and, for the  last  five years ,  as  an ad m iss ions  
counselor. But his  in te res ts  have  a lw a y s  been 
w ith  the alumni.

“U N C W  doesn’t forget its  a lum ni just  
because  they ’ve received the ir  d ip lom as,” he 
said. “A n d  we w a n t  them  to rem em ber  us  as 
well. The  un ivers i ty  is p roud  of its alumni. 
T hey  can sh o w  their pride in U N C W  through 
the ir  su p p o r t  of an d  ac tive p a r t ic ipa t ion  in the 
A lum ni Association. O u r  success  depends  on 

the ir  support.
“I t’s m y job to m ake  sure  m ore  a lum ni  r ea l ­

ize tha t .”


