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John Anderson, chairman

With the advent of computers and high technology comes the need for
new management skills. Today entire offices are centered around informa-
tion systems. These are coordinated combinations of computer hardware,
software, and data that work together for a specific set of goals.

The people who direct information systems must have a good understand-
ing of computers and business. The production and decision sciences de-
partment at UNCW trains people to do the job.

The program encompasses two disciplines, said John Anderson, chairman
of the department. This includes the traditional production related courses
such as inventory control and materials handling, as well as management

and information systems courses. Topics include logistics management and
decision support systems. This curriculum also uses computers to analyze
complex production and operations problems.

Long-range plans for the department include a production and decision
sciences laboratory that will house office automation and manufacturing
technology. From FAX machines to robots, this lab will keep students
abreast of the most modem tools and technology in the workplace, said An-
derson. When students start school and uncouple themselves from the work-
ing world, they often lose touch with the technological developments in the
marketplace. "One thing we’re interested in is staying on the cutting edge in

delivering this technical knowledge to the student,” said Anderson.
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