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The Idea And The Man Gaston students' Foreign student French Class
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L a ndru m  Trammell entered  
college late in life, at a time  
when m ost  p eop le  are reaching 
the mid-point o f  their careers 
and lives. B u t he had already  
c o m p l e t e d  o n e  distinguished  
c a reer  before he arrived at 
Gaston College, and he was 
ready to begin another.

Before he entered college he 
already had an education that 
m ost o f  us could never begin 
t o  appreciate, but he came  
here to  learn. He gave his
respect to all o f  us. and he 
praised us highly by  wanting to 
learn w hat we had to  offer
him.

F or tw e n ty  years he served in the U nited  S ta tes  
military, a lm ost all o f  the tim e as a p ilo t.  H e was one  
o f  the first h e licop ter  p i lo ts  to  en ter  the S ou th east Asia
wars, and he was qualified to f ly  every th in g  that had
wings. A s te s t im o n y  o f  his excep tion a l career, there is a 
desk draw er filled w ith  decorations, and am on g th em  is 
the D istinguished F lying  Cross, the firs t one to  be 
awarded since World War II.

There are m any o th er  medals, b u t these had ceased  
to  hold  im portance fo r  him. He d id n 't  discuss his 
m ilitary life e x c e p t  w ith  those w h om  he respected, 
p a r tly  because he had begun to  develop  a strong  
reaction to  A m erican p o l ic y  concerning the Vietnamese
War. B u t while he m ay have f e l t  a loss o f  respec t for  
those persons w ho m anipu lated the war, he never lost  
an a to m  o f  respect and high regard for  the ideals o f  
the Am erican  military.

H e was buried M onday, February  7, a t  Sunset
C em etery  in Shelby. He had le f t  instructions that, when  
he died, he w ou ld  be given a full m ilitary funeral and  
be buried in the uniform  he w ore fo r  half o f  his life. 
H e was p ro u d  o f  the uniform, and he was p ro u d er  to  
have been a p a r t  o f  a unit o f  co m b a t  p i lo ts  th a t he
rated as the bes t in h istory. B u t  he was m ore than a
cred it  to  his uniform and to his cou n try:  the man  
transcended the uniform.

F orem ost am on g his am bitions, once he re turned to  
civilian life, was the chance to  becom e a teacher  — a 
college h is tory  instructor. H e will never realize that 
am bition , and there is ev idence to  sh ow  that he kn ew
he w ou ld  never co m p le te  his degree, although he never
vo iced  such beliefs.

On the last day th a t he a t te n d e d  Gaston College, he 
handed m e the th ird in a series o f  papers  he had ty p e d  
during recent weeks, papers  in which he was a ttem p tin g  
to  focus his ideas and beliefs concerning the war.
During this tim e he and I  had been w ork ing  several 
hours each w eek  on w h at L andrum  h o p ed  w ou ld  
b ecom e a book  a b o u t the V ietnam ese War, and it was 
his one m ajor desire th a t w e  tell the s to ry  as he kn ew  
i t  to  be.

What k ind  o f  man was Landrum  Trammell? He was a 
man w ho loved  his fam ily; he adm ired  his instructors;
he h onored  his friends; and he respec ted  his fe llow  
students. B u t  I  suspect tha t he has already said it  much  
b e t te r  than I  ever could. Here is h ow  he saw himself,
OS Hb d,€pict€ci his beliefs in the ty p e d  pci^es he save  
m e on that last day:

“I was ju s t  a warrant o fficer w ith  an in depen den t  
m m d  who alw ays believed tha t y o u  were dead  when the 
m o m e n t o f  y o u r  birth occurred, bu t y o u  had to  wait  
fo r  it, and tha t is w h y  earth is so com peti tive , trying  
to  ou tsm a rt o r  by-pass tha t m o m e n t when y o u  had to  
return to  the p o in t  o f  y o u r  origin.

M aybe  w e hate death  too  much because w e ’re trying  
to  wiri ou r wings n o t  those shiny ones y o u  p in  on  
y o u r  f ly  su it — and I  w on der  if  I  am a bird o f  death. 
A n d  y o u  w o n d er  w h a t is go in g  to  happen to  all the 
beautifu l creatures who can on ly  see and fee l and hear 
but^ can never express w h a t th ey  k n o w  and feel.

“In V ie t N am  the yo u n g  and the g o o d  alw ays die  
f irs t because th ey  are n o t  flying; th ey are p ro te c t in g
their futures. We were the o ld  p ro s  and w e d idn 't  
w orry  because w e k n ew  w e had no future. We w an ted  
no g lory; w e  w an ted  to  g e t  a jo b  done, and each o f  us 
w h o s ta y ed  and lived m ade i f  possib le  fo r  o th ers  to  go  
h om e or s tay  home.

‘'The professionals were there because th ey  e ith er had  
a g o o d  reason to  be there o r  a b e t te r  reason n o t  to  be 
som ew h ere  else. There were those w h o  said w e sold
ourselves to  ou r govern m en t, bu t w e bou gh t too: we  
w ere there voluntarily, and the k ids  ju s t  o u t  o f  school
had no business there. The k ids  believed in to o  much

/iW/e, and we believed o n ly  in ourselves.
"We liked  to  th ink th a t w e w ere the B yron s  o f  the

T h o s e  u n k i n d  c r i t ic s  o f
Gaston s tudents have said for 
y e a rs  that the studen ts  are 
d e a d ,  b u t  h a rd  facts now
indicate that s tudents  here are 
very m uch  alive.

It w asn ’t a w onder drug or 
adrenalin activity tha t  did it: 
the miracle-working w onder is a 
t iny  rectangular piece o f  paper 
t h a t  is s l i p p e d  under the
windshield wipers o f  cars that 
a r e  i m p r o p e r l y  or illegally 
parked.

S tudents  who haven’t been 
fully awake during this entire 
year are up  in arms, screaming 
f o r  j u s t i c e ,  and threatening
everything short o f  mayhem . 
A n d  a l l  as a r e s u l t  o f  
som eone’s tapping tha t  Holy o f  
Holies — the pocketbook .

Security Officer Ralph Miller 
reports that business has been 
b r i s k  s i n c e  t h e  p a r k i n g  
regulations went in to  effect.  He 
says th a t  i f  students w ant to 
hang o n to  th a t  dollar, they  can 
do so with a minim um  of  
d ifficulty. Num ber one cause o f  
the parking ticket is the failure 
o f  the s tuden t  to display his 
parking permit properly -  on 
the left rear port ion  o f  the 
b u m p e r .  Simply paying the 
parking fee is no t  sufficient; 
the perm it m ust be visible.

The second leading cause o f  
tickets is unau thorized  or illegal 
parking, such as backing into 
spaces, taking up two spaces, 
or  no t  parking at the proper 
angle.

Third m ajor cause is parking 
in areas th a t  are labeled “ No 
Parking.”

I t ’s rewarding to  see tha t  
s t u d e n t s  l iv e  a n d  b r e a t h ;  
however, i t ’s still a shame tha t  
they  c a n ’t be m otiva ted  by  a 
b e t te r  cause.

Mrs. L. A. Rogerson o f  the 
National Association o f  Foreign 
Students will be on  the Gaston 
cam pus on February 25 to 
speak to  representatives o f  local 
civic clubs. The conference will 
be held from nine till twelve 
o ’clock on Friday m orning in 
the Industrial Building.

The primary purpose o f  the 
c o n f e r e n c e  is t o  d i s c u s s  
m e th o d s  o f  helping students 
from o ther  lands to  adjust to 
living in the United States. 
Primary emphasis will be placed 
on sociological adjustment.

H o r a c e  C l in e ,  D e a n  o f  
S tudent  Personnel, invites any 
students who are free at the 
a b o v e  hours to  a t ten d  the 
c o n fe re n c e .  Faculty  members 
are also invited to hear Mrs. 
Rogerson,

Community College 
Drama Contest Set

A n y  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  
studen t  or faculty m em ber who 
wants to  try  his h and  at drama 
or who needs some ready cash 
is invited to  take advantage o f  
the invitation to  en ter  the first 
annual playwriting contest.

The play m ust  be a drama 
or com edy, full length (about  
two hours playing tim e); all 
manuscripts m ust  be typed  and 
accom panied  by a self-addressed 
envelope and postm arked  no 
la te r  than May 15, 1972,

The winning play will be 
awarded a cash prize o f  $250.

Manuscripts should  be mailed 
t o  D r ,  J o h n  H a n d l e y ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Speech and 
D r a m a ,  a t  P r i n c e  G eorge’s 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l le g e ,  Largo, 
Maryland, 20870 .

M e m b e r s  o f  K en  Davis’s 
F rench  classes will a ttend the 
L e  T r e t e a u  d e  P a r i s  
pe rfo rm an ce  o f  Beaumarchais’ 
dram a “ Le Barbier de Seville ” 
which will be presented on 
February  19 at Q ueen’s Collese 
in Charlotte,

The perform ance , which will 
be entire ly  in French, will be 
p resented  in Dana Auditorium 
and will be sponsored by the 
C h a r l o t t e  A r e a  Educational 
C onsort ium  and the Charlotte 
area schools.

Tickets will be $4 for adults 
and $2 .50 for  students .

First A id Class 

Is Offered Here
Dr, Michael Latta ,  Dean of 

t h e  C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t io n  
Division, has announced  that a 
class in Mulri-Media First Aid 
will be o ffered  to  the faculty 
and s ta ff  o f  Gaston College, 
The class, which is sponsored 
by the C ontinuing Education 
Division, will be taught by 
Ralph Miller and J im  Brown,

The class will be taught on 
F ebruary  26, 1972 (Saturday) 
from 8 :3 0  a,m. to  4 :30  p,m. 
in the s tu d en t  lounge in the 
A c a d e m i c  Division classroom 
building.

Partic ipation  in the course 
will be restric ted to the first 
twenty-five people who register. 
There is n o  charge for the 
course, which will consist of 
e i g h t  c o n t a c t  h o u r s  o f  
instruction . The instruction will 
i n c o r p o r a t e  l e c t u r e s ,  
dem ons tra t ions ,  and individual 
practice work.

m
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People's Park Is Dedicated To Gaston College

choppers, bu t m a y b e  w e were the H uck Finns o r  one o f  
the p eo p le  like H a w th o rn e ’s “A m b it io u s  G uest."  We 
learned to  close ou r  ey es  and ears and m ou th s  and be 
blind and d e a f  and m ute. B u t  when y o u  ca n ’t  see or  
hear o r  talk, y o u  m u st learn to  fee l m ore  d ee p ly  than 
y o u  have ever f e l t  before, and then y o u  can never s top  
feeling again fo r  as long as y o u  live.

“We learned th a t the bes t o f  a n yth in g  is w hatever  
force  m akes p e o p le  take o u t  their values, face them, 
and te s t  them ; and when p e o p le  c o m e  face to  face w ith  
thê  ̂ truth, th ey  either live by  i t  o r  are crushed b y  it.

“There is much m ore tha t I  cou ld  w rite  a b o u t  the  
p e o p le  w ho, I  k n o w  now, f e l t  as I  do. B u t  I  w o n 't  
w rite  it. I t  will have to  wait until w e  can talk again.

“This is the fourth  tim e that I  have tried  to  say 
som e th in g  simple, b u t  i t  never com es o u t  the w ay  I  
mean fo r  i t  to  sound. ”

I  k n o w  the feeling. I t  w o u ld  be a near-im possibility  
fo r  a few  pages to  equal an idea; i t  w o u ld  be a miracle 
fo r  a fe w  paragraphs to  equal a man and a friend.

R o b e r t  L. Williams

M e m b e r s  o f  the Ecology
C l u b  o f  G a s t o n  C o l le g e  
officially dedicated  a park  to 
the s tuden t  body ,  faculty, and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o n  Tuesday, 
F e b r u a r y  1, 1972. People’s
Park, as the site is nam ed, is 
for the use o f  any m em ber  o f  
the college family w ho is in 
need o f  a place to  m edita te  or 
relax. As the college grows, 
this area will remain to  provide 
respite from the d ay ’s activities.

R alph Brown, president o f
the Ecology Club, officiated a t  
t h e  c e r e m o n y .  D e d i c a t o r y
c o m m e n t s  a n d  i d e a s  were
b rough t  o u t  by  o th er  speakers, 
including Dr. W oody Sugg, Dr. 
Joseph  Mills, Bill Farrell , Mrs. 
Ju d i th  Cole, George Ball, and 
Paul Whippo.

Brown emphasized the fact 
th a t  the park w ould  be open 
for all m em bers o f  the college 
and that it was m ade  possible 
by  the u n ited  efforts o f  the 
college at large. He also n o ted  
t h a t  w h i l e  a r ibbon-cutting  
c e r e m o n y  was pa r t  o f  the 
opening, the r ibbon  w ould  find 
its way in to  the garbage can.

Paul W hippo com m ented  tha t  
t h e  idea  o f  the park  was
w orthy ,  especially in tha t  it 
represents a jo in t  ra ther  than 
individual e ffort .  He cited the 
fact tha t  w ork  on  the park 
was done by club m em bers in 
their  spare time. He pointed  
ou t  th a t  the Saturdays tha t
have gone in to  the work are 
too  m any  to  co u n t  and that
t h e  p a rk  will remain as a 
tes tam ent o f  what can be done 
i f  people have the dedication 
to  d o  more than  complain
about the state o f  affairs in 
ou r  country .

Mrs. Cole expressed the hope 
t h a t  the park  will n o t  be 
abused b u t  used for in tended 
purposes. George Ball echoed 
her  views and po in ted  to the 
fact tha t  so m uch  o f  o u r  land 
is being stripped o f  its natural 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  b e a u ty .  Bill 
Farrell , who was scheduled to 
provide en te r ta inm en t for the 
dedication if  the weather had 
p e rm it ted ,  expressed his desire 
to  see more s tudents become 
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  e c o l o g i c a l  
p ro b le m s ,  n o t  only on the

c o l l e g e  cam pus bu t  in the 
c om m unity .

D r .  Su g g ,  Gaston  College 
P r e s i d e n t ,  com plim ented  the 
m em bers o f  the club for their 
energefic and meaningful work 
and th an k ed  them  on  behalf of 
the entire  college for a gift of 
pe rm an en t  value.

D r .  M i l l s ,  D e a n  o f  the 
A c a d e m i c  D i v i s i o n ,  
congratu la ted  the  club members 
on  their successful w ork  and 
o ffered  his con tinu ing  support 
o f  their  efforts.

B r o w n  n o t e d  tha t ,  while 
m uch  w o rk  has been done, 
m u c h  m o r e  w o r k  will be 
necessary before  the park is 
com ple ted .  He expressed the 
hope  th a t  the  s tuden ts  and 
faculty  m em bers will take an 
active part  in the development 
o f  People ’s Park. At this point 
Dr. Sugg and Dr. Mills, assisted 
by  Miss Gail A lexander, who 
made the sign th a t  now  marks 
the en trance ,  cu t  the r ibbon 
and tu rned  the park over to 
the m em bers o f  the Gaston 
College family.


