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Williams, from paqelS;
them to write about how a particular 
landscape has shaped their lives. Basi 
cally, they will explore the nature of 
story through personal narratives.”

Phil  F u r ia ,  p ro f e s s o r  o f  c r ea t iv e  
writ ing tried to help make her transi 
tion from Utah to North Carolina easier. 
His efforts were aided by Will iams’ per
sonality. “She exudes warmth, energy, 
and enthusiasm. I ’m sure she’s like that 
in class ,” Furia said.

Williams is extremely excited about 
the reading on Friday and hopes there 
will be a big 'turnout.  “This is my first 
reading I ’ve given in North Carolina 
and I have enormous respect for the fac
ulty here at UNCW.”

N ew sw e ek  id en t i f ied  W il l iam s  as 
someone likely to make “a considerable 
impact on the political,  economic and 
environmental issues facing the w est 
ern states in this decade.”

W ill iam s said she is in teres ted  in 
how society can breath life back into 
universities.  “ I want to know what is 
the nature of  obsession and pass ion ,” 
she said.

Although she grew up out west,  W il 
liams said she is very fond o f  the south 
“There are great similarities between 
the south and west.  T h e r e ’s a deep 
sense of family and tradition that is tied 
to the land and both areas choose to live
in tnese places or neart.

Controversial “Dogma” satirizes trappings, not faith
by MEGAN O ’BRIEN

A&E editor

Kevin Smith, independent director of 
cult  favorites like “Clerks ,” “Mallra ts” 
and “Chasing  A m y ” recently  released 
“D o g m a ,” his most ambit ious  fi lm to 
date. The fi lm played January 3-6 at 
Thalian H a l l ’s C inematique series, and 
will be shown at the end of March as 
part of  A C E ’s Screening Room series. 
The fi lm will be fo llowed by a lecture 
from Kevin Smith on March 30.

Sm ith ’s other films focus on relation
ships betw een human beings, “Dogm a” 
looks at the rela t ionships  between more 
ethereal beings,  from the re la tionship 
between supernatura l  beings, humans, 
the dead and God.

Loki (Matt  Damon) was the Angel of 
Death for God, f looding the world for 
Noah and his menagerie  and destroying 
S o d o m  a n d  G o m o r r a h .  H is  f r i e n d  
Bartelby (Ben Affleck) got him drunk 
and co n v in c ed  h im  tha t  m aybe mass 
genoc ide  was not necessa r i ly  a good 
thing, so Loki tells God that he quits. 
God expels  them from Heaven until the 
end of  the world,  and then they will sit 
outside the gates of  Paradise. They hang 
out in W isconsin  until  the end of the 
twentieth century, when they receive a 
new spaper  ar tic le  about  a small  Catho 
lic ch u rc h  in N ew  Jersey.  C ard ina l  
Glick (G eorge  C arl in)  has decided to 
revamp the C h u rch ’s image for the one-

% I !

File P hoto / The Seahawk

Matt Damon and Ben Affleck star in 
hand look at modern religious beleifs
hundredth anniversary of his parish. As 
a part of this publicity, Glick re-insti 
tu tes  “p lena ry  in d u lg e n c e ,” a l i t t le  
known church law that says all who 
w a lk  th rough  the church  doors  are 
cleansed of sin. Bartelby and Loki see 
this as a loophole, a way to prove God 
wrong and “go home.”

The plotline then shifts from the an
gels to an abortion clinic in Ill inois, 
where Bethany (Linda Fiorentino),  a 
Catholic,  is having a cr is is of  faith.

Dogma, a movie which takes an off-

That all changes  when the M eta tron  
(Alan Rickman) visits her, an angel who 
speaks for God since G o d ’s voice will 
k i l l  any  h u m an  w ho h e a r s  it. T he  
M etatron  tells Bethany that she must 
stop Bartelby and Loki from entering the 
church since proving God wrong would 
negate all existence. Bethany begins her 
quest when she meets the “prophets” Jay 
(Jason Mewes) and Silent Bob (Kevin 
Smith), the well-loved characters from 
Smith’s earl ier movies. They begin the

trip to New Jersey, and meet various 
incarnations, spiri ts and demons on the 
way.

The film sat irizes dogma, hypocrisy 
and self-righteousness that often accom 
pany extreme religious feelings. While 
parts are silly and unnecessary, like the 
Golgothan monster  made out of  exc re 
ment that pops out o f  a toilet in a strip 
club, and the use o f  pro fan i ty  seems 
excessive, other scenes are funny and 
even moving at times. While this film 
has the participation of  famous actors 
like Rickman, F iorentino and Damon, I 
enjoyed Sm ith ’s portrayal of Silent Bob 
particularly. Bob really lives up to his 
name, speaking only once in each of  the 
f i lm s ,  and  m us t  show  his em o t io n s  
through facial expressions, which are as 
c h a ra c t e r -b u i ld in g  as J a y ’s p ro fu se  
sw ear ing  and B e th a n y ’s “ W hy m e ? ” 
monologues. Affleck and Damon play 
best fr iends as they did in their  first 
major film “Good Will Hunting ,” but 
they are psycho, and it is really en joy 
able to watch the transformation of  logi
cal B arte lby  to a rav ing  lunatic ,  and 
h o m ic id a l  L ok i  in to  a r e s ig n e d  o n 
looker. Chris Rock makes an appear
a n c e  as th e  t h i r t e e n t h  a p o s t l e  and  
R ickm an’s performance as the Metatron 
was one of  the best in the film.

While the film could be seen as blas
phemous or even heretical,  I found that 
it affirmed more than it mocked. Smith 
satirizes only the trappings of  faith,  not 
faith itself.


