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Homecoming scales back but keeps major events

_________ by M EGAN O ’BRIEN_________

A&E Editor

T h e  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  C a m p u s  
Entertainm ent’s (ACE) homecoming com 
mittee selected the theme “Hawkfest 2000: 
M aking  a S ta te m e n t” fo r  the w eek of 
games, school spirit and community ser
vice. “We came up with it by looking at 
themes from other schoo ls .. . i t  was kind 
o f  a com bina tion  o f  those ,” com m ittee  
chair Carrie Taylor said. The events start 
Jan. 31 and run until Jan. 5.

An integral part o f  Hom ecoming week 
is the selection of  king and queen. Cam 
pus clubs and organizations nominate can
didates. Students can vote for the king and 
q u een  at the  H o m e c o m in g  b ask e tb a ll  
game, but no longer is the selection based 
purely on student votes. Candidates are 
aw arded  po in ts  fo r  going to the m ajor 
H om ecom ing events; the block party, the 
blood drive or cam pus clean up, the ex
treme games and the Barry Drake presen
tation. Each event is worth five points and 
attendance m ust be verified by an ACE 
member. They also receive points from 
an interview with a panel, their campus in
volvement and their grade point average. 
Each com ponent counts 20 percent of the 
final score, and the students with the high

est points become Homecoming king and 
queen.

The committee planned fewer events 
for this homecoming week than in years 
past. Rather than having an event every 
day and every night, Taylor only wanted 
to have two events during the day. “I t’s 
not just so we don’t spread ourselves too 
thin, but w e ’ve had problem s getting  
people to come to day events,” she said.

The first event is the campus beautifi
cation program, which starts Jan. 31 and 
ends Feb. 1. Taylor recently sent a letter 
to clubs and organizations soliciting par
ticipation. Individuals are also welcome 
to participate in the clean up.

The entertainment begins with a block 
party Jan. 31. The party, entitled “I t ’s 
T ime to Party,” w ill take place in the 
Warwick Center Ballroom at 8 p.m. and 
feature a performance by DJ Battle, who 
performs at Metropolis on Friday and Sat
urday nights.

Feb. 1 the Red Cross will hold a blood 
drive in the Warwick Center Ballroom. 
“We have a goal of 75 units set for it,” 
director of blood services Beverly Dixon 
said. “It would be great if we exceed the 
goal.” To help meet that goal, ACE plans 
to have a competition between campus 
o rgan iza tions  to see w hich group can 
bring out the most donors. The campus
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Barry Drake

clean up will operate in much the same 
way, with the organization with the most 
volunteers winning. The leading organi
zation will be recognized during half time 
at the Homecoming basketball game Feb. 
5. To participate in either event, call ACE 
or e -m a i l  th em  at
uncwhomecoming@ thespark.com

The freshman class talent show will be 
held Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. in the H aw k’s Nest. 
It follows the success of last year’s talent 
show, which drew a crow d that nearly  
filled the H aw k’s Nest. Freshman class 
president A m anda Jones organized this 
year’s event.

ACE brought back some of the popular 
“Extreme G am es” that were seen at M id

n igh t M adness. Fa ir  favorites  like the 
moonwalk and the bungee run will return, 
as will an inflatable obstacle course, and 
a jousting game that works on a similar 
p rem ise  as “ A m erican G lad ia to rs ,” ac 
cording to Taylor. The games will last 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The theme for Feb. 3 ’s event is “Re
mem ber the Time.” Barry Drake will give 
a multi-media presentation about the m u
sic o f  the 8 0 ’s. D rake pa rtic ipa ted  in 
homecoming last year with a presentation 
on the music of  the 6 0 ’s. “It went really 
well,” Taylor said. “H e ’s a really inter
esting person.”

Kenan Auditorium will host a step show 
Feb. 4 at 8 p.m. A CE’s Port City Comedy 
c o m m it te e ,  the  N a t io n a l  P a n h e l le n ic  
Council and Greek affairs sponsored the 
show, titled “Stepping into the New Mil
lennium.”

A “M illennium  M adness” tent party 
will wrap up the week. It will be held in 
the quad in front o f  Hoggard Hall. There 
will be free food, music and a chance to 
meet the homecoming court from 4-5 p.m. 
Raleigh band the Outhouse Poets will per
form their eclectic music. Taylor com 
pares their sound to Dave Matthews and 
Blues Traveler. “The lead singer plays 14 
instruments,” she said. “T here’s a lot of 
variety in their m usic.”
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