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Editorial Viewpoint...

“Hurricane” Carter; A lesson in justice
The audience that filled Kenan Au

ditorium for Rubin “Hurricane” Carter’s 
lecture came despite the fact that the 
lecture was poorly publicized. In fact, 
the lecture was com plete ly  sold out. 
This is a sign that students and commu
nity members are more aware and inter
ested in university events than many 
give them credit for, and that they real
ize that issues like capital punishment 
require thought and deliberation.

Carter was charged with killing three 
white people on the f limsiest of ev i 
dence. Initially Carter and John Artis, 
who was also charged, were released. 
Police even went as far as to say that 
they were never suspected. Alfred P. 
Bello, a local criminal and suspect in the 
murders gave the police a signed state
ment that said he had seen them at the 
murder scene. On this evidence, and 
a n o th e r  s t a t e m e n t  f ro m  a d u b io u s  
source, Carter and Artis were convicted.

The prosecutor wanted to give the 
two the death penalty, but the court sen
tenced them to three life sentences.

Imagine being in prison for 20 years, 
completely innocent. Then imagine how 
many people have been wrongfully im 
prisoned ,  l iv ing  and dying  with the 
knowledge that someone else should 
have been there. How much worse is it 
when the so-called criminal was impris
oned not ju s t  for being in the wrong

place at the wrong time, but just for be
ing the wrong color? A white person 
would probably not have been convicted 
for the same crime, with the same evi
dence, as Carter and Artis.

Although the events happened in the 
late 60 ’s and Carter was freed 17 years 
ago, these issues are still important and 
vital. They illustrate the difficulties in 
herent in our justice system and offer 
an object lesson of the dangers of unre
servedly supporting the death penalty. 
It’s very easy to say that criminals are 
unable to reform, and that if someone is 
co n v ic ted ,  the re  was no reaso n ab le  
doubt in the case, but often that just isn’t 
true. Carter’s story is the perfect ex
ample of that.

Students and faculty members at the 
lec ture came even though there was 
little real publicity about the event. A 
few posters in the University Union, a 
notice in the ACE calendar ,  but not 
much else. It says som ething about 
Carter’s importance as a significant fig
ure in recent history that so many people 
showed up. It was also a sign that stu
dents are more concerned about current 
issues than many people believe and that 
A c t iv i t i e s  and L e a d e r s h ip  o f f i c e ’s 
events, even those that are not well pub
licized, can attract an audience when 
they offer something students find in
teresting and relevant.

Letter To The Editor
Dear Editor:

I am taking Media Ethics with Mr. 
Church. My letter is in regard to the tu 
ition hike that is being discussed at the 
university. It is understandable to raise 
the cost of tuition in order to offer com
petitive salaries and benefits to attract 
and retain faculty. In my opinion, the 
reputation of a university is built upon 
the knowledge and respect of its faculty.

However, I disagree with holding the 
state responsible for further financial 
support. I understand that this is a state- 
supported school, but somehow the uni
versity must figure out ways to support 
itself. There must be a shared vision 
among the university and students, in 
w h ich  b o th  w ork  to g e th e r  to ra ise  
money. SGA President Patrick  Gunn 
stated he is disappointed because edu
cation isn’t high on the state agenda. 
(The Seahawk,  January 12, 2000). Edu
cation is important to our state govern
ment. The problem is that every time 
there is a financial trouble, everyone 
looks to the state for help. The state sup
ports fifteen other UNC schools. There 
is on ly  so m uch he lp  the s ta te  can

provide.
This is a growing university along 

with growing financial conflict. If we 
are to grow as a university we must ex 
pect these kinds of problems. This is a 
p ro b lem  w ith in  the u n iv e rs i ty  tha t  
should be solved within the university.

Jon Heafner
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