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Thomas ii. Ruyle
“View From the Dodo’s Nest”

“No commenf : SGA slogan of the week
As we get into the final month o f  the spring 

semester, i t ’s ap p aren t that not m uch  has 
changed around here from years previous. The 
birds are singing, the bees are buzzing, and 
the SGA presidential candidates are bickering.

Folks around here o ften  com pla in  that 
UNCW doesn’t have much tradition. They just 
haven't been looking in the right place.

Every year about this time, room 200 of 
the University Union becom es a hotbed o f  ru­
mor, petty politics and immaturity - a  sure sign 
that SGA elections are underway. Two or three 
students campaign for the top spot, the SGA 
presidency, a  seat that carries huge responsi­
bility, prestige and publicity; the race to win 
that seat almost invariably devolves into a mess 
just short o f  having “M onday Nitro” in the 
SGA office.

Instead of the candidates concentrating on 
runrung a clean, fair, and tactful campaign, they 
seem to want to focus on their opponents’ cam­
paigns, looking for the most minute violations 
of SGA election rules. Rather than actively 
addressing the issues o f  student concern, can­
didates are busy filling out violation forms they 
hope will get their opponent disqualified.

Now we have a  situation where not just one 
but two candidates have been disqualified, both 
have appealed their disqualification, and the 
SGA Elections Board has suspended the presi­
dential election until “further notice.” To com ­
plicate matters even more, almost no one in 
the SGA will say a  word as to what the truth 
behind this mess really is.

“No c o m m e n t” h as  b e c o m e  the SG A  
huzzwond o f  the week. W hy the wall o f  se­

crecy? W hat is really going on in room 200?
We can all take a lesson from that great sage 

George Carlin, who once said. “No comment 
is a  comment.”

E ven though only 417 students cared 
enough to cast their vote, those 417 deserve to 
know why the election is such a mess. Those 
who voted, while they may have voted for a 
variety of reasons, have earned the right to an 
explanation. All students deserve it for that 
matter; the students fund the SGA - it’s their 
money.

There’s been some frustration lately to the 
effect that SGA has no real power or influence 
with the administration. Situations like this, a 
simple election gone awry (which is becom­
ing a rimal here), aren't helping the smdent 
voice. Furthermore, it alienates the students 
from their own S G A ...if  this keeps up, will 
there even be a point in having the organiza­

tion?
The SGA can take the fust steps to restor­

ing their credibility this week. First, the Elec­
tions Committee needs to be decisive about 
candidates’ appeals and hold another presiden­
tial election - rapidly. Additionally, suspend all 
inaugurations until the presidential matter is 
resolved. If the matter does go to the SGA Sen­
ate for a final decision (like it did last year), 
they need to have the legislature that was in 
effect at the time of the elections decide the 

outcome o f  it.
It’s too bad - for everyone at UNCW  - that 

the elections had to come to this. The SGA 
has too much potential as a solid student voice 
to waste time on petty politics.
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We agree: The “Mike debate” was good for campus
E v e r  s i n c e  l a s t  A u g u s t ,  T h e  

S e a h a w k 's  o p -e d  p a g e  h a s  p la y e d  v a r ia ­

t io n s  on  th e  th e m e  th a t  s tu d e n ts  at U N C  

- W ilm in g to n  n eed  to  tak e  a b ig g e r  s tand  

fo r  th in g s  th ey  b e l ie v e  in , th a t  s tu d e n ts  

s h o u ld  e x p re s s  th e i r  o p in io n s  in  la rg e r  

an d  m o re  d iv e r se  n u m b e rs ,  an d  c o m e  out 

in c ro w d s  fo r  d i s c u s s io n s  e v e n  w h e n  the 

w o rd s  “ F R E E  F O O D ” a re  n o t p re se n t .

A w e e k  ag o ,  the  a m p h i th e a t r e  in the  

c o m m o n s  sa w  i ts  la rg e s t  s p o n ta n e o u s  

s tu d e n t c ro w d  in m o n th s  as se v e ra l  h u n ­

d re d  s tu d e n ts  t u r n e d  o u t  at an  e v e n t  

s ta g e d  by  U N C W ’s C h r i s t i a n  s tu d e n t  

g ro u p s .

It w as  p ro m o te d  the  sa m e  w ay  th a t  

o th e r  u n iv e r s i t i e s ’ r e l ig io u s  c lu b s  h av e  

p ro m o te d  th e i r  e v e n ts :  by  p o s t in g  a m ­

b ig u o u s  s ig n s  a l lu d in g  to  a m y s te r io u s  

“ M ik e ,” th ey  a v o id e d  the  s h ru g - o f f  r e ­

s p o n s e  th a t  u s u a l ly  a c c o m p a n ie s  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  le c tu re s  an d  su c h . A nd  

o n c e  it w as “ le a k e d ” th a t  th e  su b je c t  o f  

W e d n e s d a y ’s r a l ly  w as  re l ig io n ,  a d e b a te  

w as  s p a rk e d  th a t w as  a to p ic  o f  c o n v e r ­

sa t io n  fo r  day s .

You h ave  to  a d m it  th a t  th e y  a c c o m ­

p l ish e d  th e ir  s ta te d  p u rp o s e .  T h e y  d rew  

a c ro w d  to  h e a r  th e ir  m e s sa g e  - an d  th a t  

c ro w d  w a s n 't  a f ra id  to  d e b a te  o th e r  s ides

o f  the  is su e  w h ic h  d is a g re e d  w ith  C h r i s ­

t ia n  d o c tr in e .

A lth o u g h  th e re  w e re  te n se  m o m e n ts  

c a u s e d  by  o v e r e m o t io n a l  m e m b e r s  o f  

b o th  c a m p s ,  an d  a l th o u g h  a w e e k  la te r  

the  s u b je c ts  o f  r e l ig io n  a n d  fa i th  a re  no 

less  d iv is iv e  th a n  th e y  w e re  b e fo re  the  

e v e n t ,  tw o  th in g s  d e s e r v e  to  be  s a id  

a b o u t  the  ra l ly  b e fo re  it f a d e s  in to  the  

c o l l e c t i v e  m e m o r y  o f  th e  c a m p u s  as 

e x a m  w e e k  nea rs :

# \ :  T art c o m m e n ts ,  c h a lk in g s ,  an d  

f l ie r s  a s id e ,  th e  “ D o  y o u  a g r e e  w ith  

M ik e ? ” p h e n o m e n o n  s ta r te d  a m a tu re  

i n t e l l e c tu a l  d e b a t e  a m o n g  m a n y  s t u ­

d e n ts  at U N C W ; an d

# 2 :  T h e  s tu d e n t  b o d y  p ro v e d  th a t ,  

w h e n  m o t iv a t e d  by  e m o t io n  o r  e v e n  

p la in  o ld  c u r io s i ty ,  it c a n  a p p e a r  in p u b ­

lic in s u f f ic ie n t  n u m b e r s  to  r e p re se n t  

d iv e r s e  p o in ts  o f  v ie w  on  a to p ic  w h ic h  

is a rg u a b ly  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  

o f  o u r  e x is te n c e :  " W h a t  h ig h e r  p o w e r  

is o u t  th e re ,  an d  w h a t  d o e s  all  o f  th is  

r e a l ly  m e a n ,  a n y w a y ? ”

A g re e  w ith  M ik e  o r  n o t .  w e sh o u ld  

a g ree  th a t the e f f o r t ’s r e su l t  - a m o re  s o ­

c ia l ly  c o n s c io u s  c a m p u s  - w as  a s te p  in 

the  d i r e c t io n  U N C W  n e e d s  to  go .

Letter to the Editor
Why we dropped the filming fee

Dear Editor:
I would like to respond to the editorial titled. 

“ A d m in is tra t io n  C h o o se s  C a m e ra s  o v e r  
Classes."

In the first place. I take some umbrage to 
the opening line. “Once again the administra­
tors at UNCW  have taken a step which could 
negatively impact the very student body they 
are employed to nourish and promote." That 
seems to me a bit o f  a cheap shot without pro­
viding some specific reference to other in­
stances where the university has made deci­
sions that negatively impacted students. I would 
hope that it would go without saying that this 
administration is. in fact, dedicated to do ev­
erything it possibly can to nourish and promote 
the smdent body. We may not always be suc­
cessful. or we may sometimes make decisions 
students don 't agree with, but if there are other 
instances where we have failed, please be spe­
cific so we might address them.

Second, regarding the general issue o f  the 
issue o f  filming “Daw son’s Creek” on cam ­
pus, from everything we have been able to de ­
termine from Student Affairs, faculty organi­
zations. etc. there has been a division o f  opinion 
about whether “D aw son’s Creek” is a  distrac­
tion or an appreciated curiosity. In other words, 
while everyone realizes that there is some dis­
ruption when film ing goes on on-cam pus. 
many smdents as well as others have enjoyed 
the notoriety o f  telling people that U NCW  was 
the location for “D aw son's Creek.” In short, 
there has been no groundswell o f  complaints 
about the disruplion o f  the acadeniic process.^/

Third, regarding  the suspension  o f  the 
$1,000 fee for filming, we were officially re­
quested by the state government, as were all 
other state agencies, to do what we could to 
reduce the cost o f  production for the film in­
dustry. As you may be aware, the number of 
productions filmed in the Wilmington area has 
dropped dramatically over the last two years, 
largely because o f  competition from Canada. 
(In 1W7 production totals equaled $154 mil­
lion, while 1999 totals were $89 million.) Since 
the movie industry provides a major economic 
infusion for Wilmington, we were encouraged 
to assist them in every way possible so that 
the industry could continue to operate in this 
area. Whereas I would like the $IO,(XK) we 
would gamer from “Dawson's Creek,” I would 
much prefer to continue having the film in­
dustry in Wilmington to provide jobs, intern­
ships and direct support for our film studies 
program. In short, I believe the film i n d u s U y  

is a great addition to our community, they have 
always been a good friend to the university 
and we would like to help them as much as 
we reasonably can.

Finally, we have no intention o f  raising stu­
dent fees in order to make up the $10,000 we 
might lose for charging the film industry. The 
connection between the $ 120 tuition increase, 
which will net $2.3 million, and the $10,000 
we will lose in this way is tenuous, indeed.

James R. Leutze 
. t lN C W  Chancellor


