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Play Review: “The Glass Menagerie” directed by Dr. Terry Rogers
_________ by RACHEL S. CR UZ_________

Sta ff Writer

O p e n i n g  n igh t  fo r  U N C W ’s i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e  W i l l i a m s ’ “ T h e  

G la s s  M e n a g e r i e ” a n s w e re d  the ca l l  for  

a qua l i ty ,  w e l l - r e a l i z e d  p ie c e  o f  work .  

Th<* t ech n ica l  e l e m e n t s  suppor t  an d  he lp  

to i l lu s t r a te  e ach  l ine,  as do  the a c t o r s ’ 

in t e r p re t a t i o n s  o f  the  play .  It is c l e a r  

tha t  d i r e c to r  Dr.  Terry  R o g e rs  has  a v i ­

sion,  and  sees  to it tha t  his  cas t  an d  c rew 

m a k e  that  h ap p en .

C a s t i n g  o f  th is  p r o d u c t i o n  is f i rs t -  

ra te .  S e n io r  M c L e a n  Al ley ,  w h o  p lays  

T om ,  is an  e x p e r i e n c e d  ac to r ,  w h ic h  is 

e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h  the  e n t i r e  show .  His 

c h a r a c t e r  is fu l ly  r e a l i z e d  a nd  he c e r ­

t a in ly  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i th  it to p ro d u c e  a 

p o w er fu l  and  r e sonan t  m an  o f  the 1940s.

L a u ra ,  w h o  is p l a y e d  by  f r e s h m a n  

A n g ie  P eck ,  is a c h a r a c t e r  tha t  u n d e r ­

g o es  a spec i fi c  c h a n g e  in the  se c o n d  act.  

G o in g  f ro m  shy and  t imid  to a l ively  and

p a s s io n a te  L aura ,  P e c k  m o v e s  at j u s t  the 

r ig h t  sp e e d  an d  pu t  h e r  o w n  f l a i r  into  

t he  l ines .  She  d o e s  an e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  

t a k in g  L a u ra  t h r o u g h  the  fea r  a n d  into  

t he  e n t h u s i a s m  s h e  f e e l s  a s  the  p l a y  

p ro g re s s e s .

S e n i o r  C a r o l  M a r i e  S m i t h  p l a y s  

T o m ’s m other ,  A m a n d a ,  the m o s t  p r o m i ­

nen t  c h a ra c t e r ,  a nd  she  p u l l s  i t o f f  q u i t e  

we l l .  H e r  h i g h - p i t c h e d  S o u th e r n  d r a w l  

w o rk s  w e l l  f o r  the o v e r b e a r i n g ,  se t - in -  

h e r -w a y s  ch a rac te r .

J u n i o r  M a t t  L u tz  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  p lays  

J im ,  T o m ’s h o p e le s s ly  a d o r a b le  f r i en d .  

N o t  i n t r o d u c e d  u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  ac t .  

L u t z ’s J im  b r in g s  e n o u g h  e n e r g y  an d  a 

c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  to  se rve  as a 

c a t a ly s t  fo r  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  c h a n g e  tha t  

fo l lo w s .  F ro m  his  ra te  o f  sp e e c h  d o w n  

to hi s  p o s tu r e ,  it is c l e a r  tha t  L u tz  has  

e n o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  to 

ca r ry  h im  far.

T h e  set  is f a i r ly  e l a b o r a t e  a nd  p r o ­

v id e d  a b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e  o f  a 1 9 4 0 ’s

a p a r t m e n t  in the  S o u th .  P o r t r a y e d  as a 

d i n in g  r o o m  a n d  a su n k e n  l iv in g  r o o m ,  

the  a u th e n t i c - l o o k i n g  set  c o n t a in s  e l e ­

m e n t s  tha t  h e lp e d  the p u r p o s e f u l  b lock -  

ing.

A d in n e r  tab le ,  so f a  a nd  cha i r ,  w h e re  

m o s t  o f  the a c t io n  t a k e s  p lace ,  is p l a c e d  

b e fo re  the  b a c k d r o p  o f  w o o d e n  w al ls ,  a 

m i r r o r  a nd  o t h e r  f u rn i tu r e .  M o s t  o f  the 

d i a l o g u e ,  w h ic h  is o f t e n  s t r a i n e d  a nd  

tense ,  o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  A m a n d a  a nd  e i ­

th e r  T o m  o r  L a u ra ,  w i th  the  t h ree  m a in  

p i e c e s  o f  f u rn i tu r e  o p e r a t in g  as p laces  

o f  r e fu g e .  W h e t h e r  i t is T o m  p a c i n g  

f ro m  o ne  e n d  o f  the s tage  to the  o th e r  

d u r in g  A m a n d a ’s b i c k e r in g ,  o n ly  to c o l ­

l a p s e  in  f r u s t r a t i o n  on  th e  c h a i r ,  o r  

L a u r a ’s r e t r e a t  to  the  so f a  to av o id  c o n ­

f ro n ta t io n ,  al l  the a c t io n  is d o n e  qu i te  

wel l .  T h e  s t r a te g ic  b lo c k in g  g iv e s  the 

a u d ie n c e  the sa m e  fe e l in g  o f  m o n o t o n y  

a nd  a g g r a v a t i o n  T o m  an d  L a u ra  fel t.

N o t  un ti l  A m a n d a  an d  T o m  are on the 

f ire  e s c a p e  p o rc h  do  w e  f in a l ly  se e  the

f o n d n e s s  o f  t h e i r  m o t h e r  a n d  son  rela­

t i o n sh ip .  I t  is a l s o  o n  th i s  p o r c h  that 

w e  se e  T o m ’s v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  h i s  d runk ­

e n n e s s  in a n  a t t e m p t  to e s c a p e  his un­

a d v e n t u r o u s  l i fe ,  a n d  h i s  d e e p  feelings 

f o r  L a u r a  at  t h e  l a s t  s c e n e .

L i k e w i s e ,  L a u r a  d o e s  n o t  b e g in  to 

h o ld  h e r  h e a d  u p  c o n f i d e n t l y  o r  even 

sm i l e  u n t i l  sh e  is  i n v i t e d  to sit  on  the 

f loor ,  a w a y  f ro m  the f u rn i t u r e ,  with  Jim. 

F o r  t h i s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  is a b l e  to see the 

f e e l i n g s  T o m  h a s  f o r  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  and 

h is  du l l  l i f e s ty l e .

E f f e c t s  w i th  t h e  c o s t u m i n g  ar e also 

a c h ie v e d  q u i t e  n ice ly .  D o n e  b y  designer 

A le x a n d r a  S a rg e n t ,  the  c o s t u m i n g  is just  

as m e a n i n g f u l  a s  t h e  l i n e s .  W h e t h e r  it 

is T o m ’s e v e r y d a y ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y  normal 

s l a c k s  a n d  sh i r t s  to  i l l u s t r a t e  h is  m un ­

d a n e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  l i fe ,  o r  A m a n d a ’s 

o v e r - t h e - t o p ,  c l e a r l y  o u t - d a t e d  dress to 

s h o w  h e r  n e e d  to c o n t i n u e  to  l ive in the 

p a s t ,  e a c h  a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  b r in g s  the 

c h a r a c t e r s  to  l i fe .

Knolu of an upcoming concert or euen t?  If so, con tac t  fl&E 
Editor Megan O’Brien at  962-7148 or e-mail he r  a t  

shkartsent@hotmail.com

112 N. Cardinal Drive 

Cardinal Place, Ste. 106 

Wilmington, NC 28405  

(910)313-0922 

(910) 233-2855

The  Tai-en t

IF YOU REALLY WANT  
TO BE IN MOVIES, 
COMMERCIALS OR 
ON THE PRINTED  
PAGE, CALL US.
NEWCOMER’S SEMINAR

• SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd •
• SUNDAY, APRIL 30th  •
• SUNDAY, MAY 28th  • 
2:00-4:00 WORKSHOP

4:00-6:00 DISCUSSION/Q&A PERIOD
CHECK BELOW WHICH WORKSHOP DATE YOU WISH TO ATTEND 

S e n d  $2 5  r«fll» tra tion  a n d  $90.00 fo r  w o rk sh o p . Total D ue - $115.00*

Please mail back with ctwck. money order or M asterCarri/ Visa information to: 

The Talent S o u rce *  112 N, Cardinal Drive •S u ite  106* Wilmington. NC 28405

N a m e   _  ___________

A d d re s s _____________________

City /  S ta te  /  Z ip______________

Credit Card N jm b e r___________

R esponsible P arty 's S ignature

- A ge_ .P h o n e  No,_

_ A ttendance Date: □  4 /2  □  4/30 □  5/28

.  ExpiratKyi Date 

  D a te ,

• F t t  Is non-retundtblt. but cm  be used tor o th tr  desses. Ulnlmum enrollment re<fuired.

SAM & LIBBY
FOOTWEAR BOUTIQUES

a Libby has the latest spring 

shoes for every occasion! Shoes for 

the fashiorrsawy shopper are at 
*  l |  Sann & Libby Footwear Boutiques.

Bring this ad in for

$10 OFF
any regular priced item.

^  Hwwt On* ^  (■oKtOfMM par «wt

SAM&LIBBY
FOOTWEAS K)UIICKJE5

Independence Mali
153 Four Seasons Town Center

Lower iovel. across frorr> Dillard's

910655-6438
www.samandlibby.eom

mailto:shkartsent@hotmail.com
http://www.samandlibby.eom

