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Russell elected SGA president for 2000-2001
B y  T h d m a s  m . R u y l e  

E d i t o r - I n - C h i e f

Three weeks after all SGA presidential 

candidates were disqualified from the origi

nal elections, a winner emerged from a spe

cial election and runoff held April 26 and 27.

Katie Russell, entering her junior year, 

beat opponent Lee Keenen, now a senior, 248 

to  195. R u s s e l l ,  K e e n e n  an d  L a u ra  

Southerland were disqualified from the origi

nal elections on April 5 and 6. Southerland 

declined to run in the special election.

Because Russell, Keenen and a new can

didate for the special election, Jessica Maher, 

did not receive a majority vote on April 5, a 

special runoff election was held the next day 

between Russell and Keenen. Maher did not 

receive enough votes to qualify for the run

off.

Russell was inaugurated as president May 

10 by Vice-president Erica Pittelkow and 

sworn in as the only student voting member 

o f  the U N C W  Board o f  Trustees the next day.

Elections Board Chairman Yancey Gulley, 

who graduated just after the controversial 

election was resolved, said the second vote 

was trouble-free. “With the obvious excep

tion o f  the regular (presidential) election, ev

erything ran smoothly,” he said.

Although the original election was marred 

by candidates accusing each other o f  vari

ous campaign violations, Keenen said he and

Katie Russell ascended to ttie SGA presidency after a special election was held April 26 and 
27. All prp-siflftntial nanriirlatP-s h arl h flfin  rilsqi la llfifirl fmm the nrig inal ftlfirtin n  in PĴ ^̂ y April
Russell  rem ain  on  go o d  te rm s .  "K a t ie  

Russell gave me a call (and said) there are 

numerous spots open in the SG A ,” he said.

As president o f  the Legislature, Pittelkow 

can nominate any student to fill vacancies. 

“She 'l l  nom inate  me if  I w ant to  se rve ,” 

Keenen said. “1 want to be a Senator ( legis

lator).”

Russell believes she and K eenen  have 

patched up their differences since the e lec 

tion. “Well, I think in the beginning there 

were some awkward feelings, but it can be 

repaired. I do not hold any animosity,” she 

said.

i original (
K eenen said he would  like to increase 

graduate student participation in cam pus ac 

tivities and representation in student govern 

ment. “They  contribute a significant amount 

o f  student fees,” he said.

About 10 empty seats remain in the SGA 

legislature, which recently became a unicam

eral body after several years o f  having two 

houses. Interest in filling the vacancies has 

been high since the elections. “W e've  had 

some people ask to be appointed,” Russell 

said. Elections will be held in early Septem 

ber for all vacant seats and freshman legisla

tors.

Class of 2000 Clocktower erected in Commons
by a b o u t  300 stu d e n ts ,  c o m m u n i ty  m e m 

b e r s ,  f a c u l t y  a n d  C h a n c e l l o r  J a m e s  

L e u tz e .

G iv e n  W i lm in g to n 's  r e c e n t  h u r r ic a n e  

h is to ry  -  f ive  m a jo r  s to rm s  in fo u r  y ea rs  

-  w e a th e r  w a s  a m a jo r  in f lu e n c e  on  the  

t o w e r ' s  d e s ig n .  “ H u r r i c a n e s  w e re  ( c o n 

s i d e r e d )  v e r y  h e a v i l y  in  t h e  

d e s i g n . . . t h a t ' s  w h y  w e  w e n t  w i th  th e  

o p e n  d e s i g n  -  l e s s  w i n d  s h e a r , ” 

F e r n a n d o  sa id .

A c c o r d i n g  to  F e r n a n d o ,  th e  to w e r ,  

c o m p le t e  w i th  c h im e s  th a t  s o u n d  e v e ry  

ho u r ,  is d e s ig n e d  to  w i th s ta n d  the  w o rs t  

w e a th e r  W i lm in g to n  h a s  to  o ffe r .  “ I t ’s 

h u r r i c a n e - p r o o f  to  th e  f u r th e s t  e x te n t  it 

c a n  b e ,” he  sa id .

T h e  to w e r  a n d  fo u n d a t io n  a re  s u p 

p o se d  to  be  ab le  to  h a n d le  th e  fo rc e  o f  a 

h ig h  C a te g o ry  T h re e  o r  lo w  C a te g o ry  

F o u r  s to rm  on  th e  S a f f i r -S im p s o n  h u r 

r ic a n e  sc a le .  A C a te g o ry  F o u r  s to rm  can  

p a c k  w in d s  f ro m  131 to  155 m ile s  p e r  

hour.

 T h o m a s  M .  R u y l e _______
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U N C W 's  Central c o m m o n s  a re a  is 

s p o r t in g  a  new  la n d m a rk  a f te r  the C lass  

o f  2 0 0 0  g i f t  to  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  w a s  

e re c te d  on  T hu rsd ay ,  M ay 11.

T h e  g if t ,  a c lo c k to w e r  s tan d in g  m ore 

th an  50 fee t  h igh , w as de l iv e red  to  the 

u n iv e r s i ty  f ro m  the Verdin C o m p a n y  o f  

C in c in n a t i ,  O h io  and  ho isted  in to  p lace  

a to p  its  co n c re te  fou n d a t io n  us ing  tw o  

la rg e  c ran es .
“ It  t o o k  a b o u t  e ig h t  h o u rs  fo r  the  

w h o l e  p r o c e s s  ( o f  p l a c i n g  th e  

c l o c k t o w e r ) , ” s a id  S h a n e  F e r n a n d o ,  

c h a i rm a n  o f  the c lo ck to w er  co m m it tee .  

A s  s e n io r  c l a s s  p r e s id e n t ,  F e r n a n d o  

sp e a rh e a d e d  the effort  to fund the nearly  

$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  tower. M u c h  o f  the fu n d in g  

w as  p ro v id e d  by  local  busin e sse s ,  in d i 

v id u a ls ,  s tu d e n ts  and a lum ni as w ell  as 

a $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  g if t  f rom  the S tuden t G o v e rn 

m en t  A s so c ia t io n .

A crane lifts the tower into place atop 

its foundation tVlay 11.

A c e re m o n y  w as  held  the  n e x t  d a y  to  

o f f i c i a l l y  u n v e i l  a n d  d e d i c a t e  t h e  

c lo ck to w er .  T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a t te n d e d SEE C L O C K .  PAGE 5
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