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Students express mixed feelings toward UNCW
H e i d i  B i n g

N e w s  E d i t o r

As UNCW  prepares for its national 

reaccredidation process, administration is 
making an effort to gather student view

points on both the positive and negative 

aspects o f the university community. On 

Tuesday, independent consultant W alker 

Johanssen held a  series of conferences on 

campus where he met with students to dis

cuss the issues that they find important. 

The perspectives gathered during these 

meetings will be incorporated into a  re

port that the adm inistration will use to 

im plem ent changes at the university.

“The school needs to identify and m ea

sure its effectiveness and its tools for 

implementing instructional effectiveness,” 

Johanssen said. “Ultimately this has to do 

with students. Are [they] happy here? Are 

[they] learning?”

Johanssen, who runs a  business that 

works with colleges on reaccredidation 

issues, m et with five groups during the 

day. Two groups were available to all 

undergraduate students, one was geared 

tow ard fem ale students, one tow ard stu

dent athletes, and the final group focused 

on minorities.

During the sessions Johanssen served 

as a  mediator to stimulate discussion be

tw e e n  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ho  a tte n d e d .

^  . . , James Hint/The Seanawk

Students discuss vanous university issues on Tuesday with consult
ant Walker Johanssen, who is gauging the general attitude of stu
dents toward UtJCW.
Johanssen asked students to  address gen

era l issues about U N C W ’s repu ta tion  

along with issues that are o f  specific con

cern to students such as parking and cam 
pus safety.

One initial topic that the forum  focused 

on w as the university’s reputation  as a 

beach “party school.” M any students ad

m itted that the university’s prim ary attrac

tion is its location and one student said 

her high school teachers had criticized her 

for choosing to attend an “easy school.” 
Som e students felt that the school has been 

able to overcom e this reputation due to  its

recognition o f  the marine biology program  

and increased enrollm ent.

“Since I was going into m arine biol

ogy, the fact that U N C W  was in the top 

five program s was very im portant to m e," 

Senior Jessica M aher said. “B ecause I 

d idn’t grow up in N orth C arolina I d idn ’t 

hear rum ors about the school and my view 
w as positive.”

Johanssen said he w as surprised by 

how  positive the student opinions were 

concerning interactions w ith professors.
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Bond proposal meets praise and criticism
T o d d  V d l k s t o r f  

S t a f f  W r i t e r

Pending the outcom e o f  the Nov. 7 
election w here North Carolinians will vote 

on the higher education facihties bond ref

erendum , U N C W  m ay get the funding 

needed for continued grow th and success 

as one o f  the top pubUc educational insti

tutions in the region.

The higher education bond referendum  

is a  $3.1 bilhon package intended for new 

construction and renovation projects at the 

state’s 57 com m unity colleges and 16uni- 

versities. If  the referendum  is O K ’d  by vot

ers, UN C W  w ill receive $108 million. 

M im i C u n n in g h am , a s s is ta n t v ice

----------------------------- ,-------- . . . . .  , j a n ^ s F tn n h ,s „ t ^ w k  chanceUor o f  utiiversity relations, believes
The $3.1 billion bond issue will determine the future of construction ^  extrem ely im portant issue

at UNCW and UNC-system schools statewide. UNCW stands to re- — — ............
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