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SGA Safe ride program stalls out
SGA cites lack of organization involvement, $8,200 at stake

T o d d  Vd l k s t o r f  

S t a f f  Wr ite r

The highly an tic ipated  Safe Ride 
program  scheduled  to begin this fall 
rem ains dorm ant. S tudent G overn 
ment Association (SGA) represen ta 
tiv es  rem ain  o p tim is tic  abou t the 
id ea  but have  no im p lem en ta t io n  
da te  as yet. SGA m em bers have 
cited  problem s with student o rg an i
zation  invo lvem ent and legality  is 
sues as reasons why the program  is 
not yet operational.

“I th ink i t ’s an excellent idea, and 
I hope we can find the leadersh ip  to 
m ake it h a p p e n ,” SG A P re s id e n t  
Katie Russell, said.

Nearly a year old, the idea behind 
Safe Ride is to provide UN CW  stu 
dents with safe and re liab le  tran s 
portation  to the dow ntow n area of 
W ilm ington and W rightsville  Beach 
during the weekends. A ccording to
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Washington Wizards begin 
training camp here next week

B en  J ow es

S p o r t s  E ditcjr

The Washington Wizards’ pteseason 
training cam p will be held at UNC 
Wilmington from Oct. 3 through Oct. 11. 
This marks the first time that an NBA team 
has practiced in Wilmington.

The Wizards come to the Port City un
der guidance of team President of Basket
ball Operations, Michael Jordan. Jordan,a 
Wilmington native, took over the position 
last season. One ofhis duties is to oiganize 
the preseason training camp for the team.

Jordan indicated that he will make the 
trip to Wilmington for the camp.

“My presence [at training can^] is very 
important to get what I expect and to set 
the guidelines for this oiganization early.

so we have no discrepancy when the sea
son comes around,” Jordan said at a recent 
press conference. “That’s my purpose for 
being there early and often.”

Star basketball players such as Juwan 
Howard, Chris Whitney, Cherokee Parks, 
Rod Strickland, and Mitch Richmond will 
be on-hand for the Wizards. Also in 
Wilmington wiU be the new head coach of 
the Wizards, Leonard Hamilton.

Last season, the team finished 29-53, last 
place in the Atlantic Division of the East
ern Conference.

The nine-day trip will be an essential 
preseason warm-up the team needs to pre
pare for such teams as defending world 
champion IjOS Angeles Lakers. The team
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P(dice draw attentim to downtown safety issues
H e a t h e r  G r ady  

S t a f f  Wr ite r

P ro g ra m s  such  as the  S tu d e n t  
G o v e r n m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s S a fe  
Ride in itia tive  have brought a tten 
tion  to the issue of student safety  in 
dow ntow n W ilm ington. The p ro lif 
eration  o f  drinking associated  with 
the bar and club scenes increases the 
p o te n t ia l  o f  v ic t im iz a t io n  in  th is  
area  and the need for students to be 
aware o f  safety precautions.

“ In tox ica ted  ind iv iduals  have a 
30 to 40 percen t h igher chance of 
being victim s o f  violent crim es, in 
c lud ing  assault and robberies ,” said 
New H anover C ounty D eputy  Sher
iff J.R . Sigm an.

O v er the  past th ree  years , a s 
sa u l ts  in  the  a rea s  a ro u n d  F ro n t  
Street appear to be declin ing  based 
on police  reports . In 1998, 18 as 
saults were reported , 1999 ten  a s 
saults were reported  and only  three  
have been reported  for 2000.

H ow ever, a cc o rd in g  to O ff ice r  
Verna A tw ood, o f  the W ilm ington  
Police  D ep a rtm en t’s C rim e P rev en 

tion U nit o f  the, these s ta tis tics  may 
be m is lead ing  because they do not 
account fo r those  assau lts  that went 
unreported  over the recorded  years. 
She said that it was im possib le  to 
e s t im a te  the  f r e q u e n c y  o f  u n r e 
ported  incidents .

A cco rd in g  to  L ie u ten a n t  D av id  
D ona ldson  o f  the U N C W  po lice  d e 
partm ent, the poss ib ili ty  o f  v io lence 
dow ntow n is m ore p rev a len t due in 
part to the  lack  o f l igh ting  in p laces
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Students partying  
downtown run an in
creased risk of assault 
or injury, especially  
when alcohol is in
cluded in the equation.

mJenya, (left) and Tim get 
crazy in one of downtown 
Wilmington’s many small 
alleys on a recent week
end night. Safety down
town has become a hot is
sue in recent years.
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