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Skateboarding on campus seeks home & acceptance
Ry a n  J e s s u p

S t a f f  W r i t e r

Whenever a new idea or trend comes 
along, sometimes it is slow to be accepted 
or appreciated. No one probably expected 
this to be the case with skateboarding; es
pecially since skateboarders started hitting 
the pavement, sidewalks and curbs well 
over a decade ago. In fact, it has become 
a significant factor in the way students and 
even non-students express themselves 
around campus and other places.

Today, m any studen ts at UNC 
Wilmington ride a skateboard to go to 
class, to have fun, to look cool, or, sim
ply, to get the “natural high” of hovering 
over the ground at certain speeds. Never
theless, skateboarding on campus is not 
only a means of transportation, but also 
an expression of oneself, communing or 
interacting with the terrain. Sophomore 
Chris Waller said, “I enjoy skating and 
doing tricks around campus.” Thus, to ban 
or stop skaters, such as Chris, from prac
ticing their art form is considered by some 
as merely harassment or censorship, or 

both.
Som e skaters have actually  been 

stopped by campus police for simply do
ing a trick on the sidewalk where skating 
is “allowed.” This happened last year to 
sophomore Kenne Mountford who did a 
trick on one of the campus’ sidewalks 
where skating was allowed. To his total 
dismay, he was warned by a campus of
ficer not to do tricks on the sidewalks at 
all...no exceptions.

Kenne said, “I was simply minding my 
own business while 1 was skating and was 
not interfering with any campus traffic.

n

5? *

J.irnes Flint- The Se.i.'i.atv/i

Artistic in its own right, skateboarding is often viewed as an unortho

dox style of sport and expression. Objects such as stairs and rail

ings are perfect objects for skaters to perform their skilled tricks, as 

demonstrated by Charles Brown, above.

regulations, or pedestrians.” In a recent 
interview, Lt. Dave Donaldson of the cam
pus police said, “If it doesn’t interfere with 
traffic or pedestrians, then it shouldn’t be 
a problem for skaters to perform tricks on 
sidewalks or other areas where they can 

ride.”
There are certain areas and things 

around campus that are not meant for skat
ing because it would interfere with the 
public’s use as well as create safety con
cerns. Some people, however, believe that 
skateboarders are very talented and just 
as deserving to be recognized, in a sport 
sense, as any basketball, baseball or soc
cer player. One substantial difference is 
obvious... skateboarders do not have their 
own campus facility where they can prac
tice or perform their sport.

Donaldson provided a great insight into 
the way that skaters are or, perhaps, should 
be perceived, not only by the campus po
lice but also by others of the campus com
munity. Also, there may very well be hope 
for skaters getting to skate more than the 
sidewalks in the near future. “There could 
eventually be a facility for skaters to skate 
on campus if the popularity of the sport 
continues to increase,” said Donaldson.

Although such a facility is currently be
ing discussed by the campus police, the 
campus recreation department has not 
become involved with any discussion at 
this point. Perhaps, the university admin
istration will, at least, give the idea some 
consideration. This is certainly an idea 
that Chancellor Leutze and the university 
administration could look into. Skate
boarding has taken root and it is quite pos
sible that it will grow to fruition in the near 

future.

Pier surfing mixes sand and waves for a unique draw
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S t a f f  W r i t e r

B each g o ers  m ay have no ticed  a 

lo t o f  su rfe rs  h u d d led  a ro u n d  the  
p ie r  and  w ondered, “W hy d o n ’t they 

ju s t  sp read  o u t?” H e re ’s why.
T h e  w av es  a re  g en era lly  be tte r  

n ear the  p ier and su rfe rs  w ant to be 

w here  the  best w aves are, ( i f  they 

do  not m in d  c row ds.)
W eather and the ocean floor w ork 

hand  in han d  to  m ake  w aves b reak 
the  way they do. T herefore , the two 
com p o n en ts  are im portan t factors in 

su rfing . Fo r su rfers , k now ledge  o f 
the  tw o  v a r iab les  is as im portan t as 

ca rry in g  a lo n g  your su rf  wax.
J u d g i n g  by  th e  c r o w d ,  

W rig h tsv il le  B e a c h ’s C rysta l P ier 

seem s to be one o f  the  best spots on 
the  b each  to surf. M artin  Lee, an 
em ployee  at S u rf C ity S urf Shop ex 
p la ins, “The p ilings o f  the p ier catch

sand and create  a sand bar.” A sand 
bar is s im ply  an area  w here  sand 
tends to build  up as a resu lt o f  the 
waves and currents. In this case, the' 
p ilings o f the p ier cause abnorm al 
pa tte rns in the currents and d ep o s 

its sand at the base o f  the pier.
Sandbars are crea ted  e lsew here  

a long beaches as well. As the w a
te r  re tu rn s  to  the  sea  a f te r  be ing  
pounded on the shore, it takes with 

it large  am ounts o f  sand. The w a 

te r  usually  flow s in the sam e p a t
terns to get back out to sea and like 
w ise  the sand is then deposited  in 
the sam e areas. This c rea tes sand 
bars along the beach in p laces o ther 
than  piers. W herever these  san d 

bars are, y o u ’ll find  surfers.
These shallow  places o ffer b e t

te r  w aves fo r su rfe rs  by p u sh in g  
w a v e s  u p . As th e  b o t to m  g e ts  
d e e p e r ,  th e  w a v e  g e ts  sm a l le r .  
S ince the p ier co llects  sand, it c re 

a te s  a san d  bar. T h e re fo re ,  th e  
w aves are  la rg e r  and  b re ak  m ore  

evenly  and uniform ly.
T here  is no need to get hung  up 

on sandbars  and p ilin g s , ju s t  know  
that the  su rf  is usua lly  b e tte r  near

the  p ier  and w here  o th er sandbars  

form .
A c c o rd in g  to  C h r is  B a t te n ,  a 

U N C  W ilm in g to n  so p h o m o re  and 

S u r f  C i ty  e m p lo y e e ,  “ Y e a h ,  it 
b reaks b e tte r  there ; there  and H o li 

day  In n .”

W arves a l th e  P ie f

Illustration showing how waves act near a pier, attracting surfers.howshowing wavesIllustration


