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Quick moves pull Seahawks 
past Coastal Carolina

ERICA HARBATKIN 

THE SEAHAWK

After lo s ing  fou r  o f  their previ 

ou s  f i v e  g a m e s ,  t h e  U N C  
W ilm ing ton  w o m e n ’s soccer  team 
bounced  back  f rom  the s lump to de 

feat C oas ta l  C aro l in a  last W ednes
day by a sco re  o f  3-1. F rom  the 
looks o f  the f i rs t  half ,  however,  the 

victory seem ed improbable.
“ We ju s t  d id n ’t seem really into 

it  a t  f i r s t , ” s a i d  j u n i o r  g o a l i e  
M eghan  F i tzs im m ons.

T h e  S e a h a w k s  to o k  a to ta l  o f  
three shots  in the  fi rs t  half ,  unable 
to find any go o d  openings  to score. 

They fa i led  to c onver t  on  some po 
tential  b reakaw ays,  and kept c lum p
ing to ge the r  away from the ball,  as 
U N C W  h e a d  co ac h  Pau l  C a irney  

c o n t i n u e d  c a l l i n g  to th e  p lay e rs  

f rom the b ench  to, “Open  up!” 
F or tuna te ly  for  UNCW, Coastal  

C a ro l in a  n e v e r  took  advan tage  of 
the  S e a h a w k s ’ la c k  o f  d i rec t io n .  
Coasta l  m id f ie lde r  Gre tchen Shock 

sco red  the  on ly  p o in t  o f  the  first  
per iod  on a penalty  kick at 10;57. 
Neither team stepped up to take con
trol o f  the  ball  o r  m ain ta ined  any 
ry thym  af te r  S h o c k ’s goal,  and the 
c h an c es  o f  sco r in g  on e i the r  side  

looked slim.
The  Seahaw ks entered  the second 

ha lf  t rai l ing 1-0. In the locker room, 

C airney  to ld  his team  to, “Jus t  keep 
work ing ,  be  pa tient,  and the goals 

will c o m e .”
“I fe lt  l ike  we ju s t  needed  to get 

all the chaos  ou t  o f  our sys tem [in 
the f i rs t  ha lf ] ,” said  senior forward 
D a n i e l l e  M a s t r o g i a v a n n i .  T h e  

S e a h aw k s  re tu rn e d  f rom  ha lf t im e  
with an in tensi ty  that ne ither  team 
had boasted  in the f irst period.  They 
got good  shots on goal,  and totaled 
15 shots for  the period.  Freshm an
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Keeper Meghan Fitzsimmons boots 
a goal kick to set up an attack.

m idfie lder Tracy McManus scored 
U N C W ’s first  goal for the game at 
59:43,  p ick ing  up a loose  ball  in 
front o f  the goal after Chants goalie 
Candice Doten lost her stance, and 

shooting it into the empty net.
“In the second  ha lf  I th ink  we 

were  more calm,” said Fitzs immons.  
“ In the first half . . .  we were more 

panicked.”
W ith  the  s c o r e  t i e d  a t  o n e ,  

M c M a n u s  a s s i s t e d  b a c k - t o - b a c k  
g o a l s  by  M a s t r o g i a v a n n i .  
M as trog iavann i  scored  the game- 

winner at 70:36 on a header off  a 
pass from McManus.  “I ’m glad I 
was able to keep my composure  and 
finish [the goal] ,” Mastrogiavanni  
said, “Because  we needed it .” She 
scored the final goal o f  the game at 
78:46 on a kick from the top of  the 

penalty kick area.
“In the second ha lf  we took our 

c h an c es  and th a t  w as the  d i f f e r 

ence ,” Cairney said.
“ We w o n  the  b a l l , ” s a id  

M c M a n u s ,  w h o  n ow  le a d s  th e  
Seahawks with nine points for the 

season.
UNCW  comes off this win with 

new confidence. They had kicked 

off  the season with a 4-1 record b e 
fo re  r e ce n t ly  fa l l in g  to H o fs t r a ,  
D e l a w a r e ,  N .C .  S t a te ,  a n d

Georgetown.
“W e’re back at .500 and now i t ’s 

t im e  to w o rk  fo r  a n o th e r  w i n , ” 

McManus said.
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The women’s soccer team runs across the field while warming up 

the second half against Coastal Carolina last Wednesday.
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