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well  as the Dean o f  S tudents Office, 
D iv is ion  o f  Student  Affairs and the 
A th le t ic  Departm ent  will be spon 
sor ing  aw areness  and fund-rais ing  
events  th roughou t  the week.

F o r m e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o o t b a l l  
p lay e r  D o n  M cPhe rson ,  a lead ing  
ac t iv is t  fo r  the p revention  o f  v io 
lence  against  women, will present a 
lec tu re  t i t led  “ The  T im e Is Now, 
S tand Up and Be Counted: Stopping 
Sexual  V io lence” on T uesday night. 
T h is  event  is open to everyone  and 
will  be held at 7 p.m. in Kenan A u 
d ito r ium . The presentat ion  is free,  
but $1 donations to benefi t  the D o 
m es tic  V iolence Center  will be ac 
cepted .

M c P h e r s o n  a t t e n d e d  S y ra c u se  
U n ivers i ty  from  1983 to 1988. In 
1987, as quar te rback ,  he led the na 
tion in passing  and the university  to 
an undefea ted  season in football .  A 
consen su s  A ll-A m erican  selection,  
M cP h e rso n  won more than 18 na 
t iona l  p layer-of- the -year  honors  in 
c lud ing  the M a x w e l l ’s award  as the 
n a t io n ’s top collegia te  player.

D raf ted  by the National  Football  
L e a g u e ,  M c P h e r s o n  p l a y e d  tw o  
y ears  fo r  the P h i lad e lp h ia  Eagles  
be fo re  he was t raded to the H ous
ton  Oilers  in 1990. He also played 
fo r  team s in Canada  from 1991 to 
1994.

T h r o u g h o u t  h is  c a r e e r ,  
M cPherson  was involved in com m u
nity  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in c lu d in g  A th 
letes H elping Athletes (AHA) based 
in Long Island, N.Y. and in 1993, he 
founded  AH A, C anada  Inc. In 1996 
he was named d irec to r  o f  the Sport 
in Society M entors  in Violence Pro 
g ram ,  a v io le n c e  p rev en t io n  p ro 
g ram  to en co u ra g e  m en  to take  a 
p ro a c t iv e  p o s i t io n  in an e ffo rt  to 
stop m e n ’s violence against women. 
T h e  p r o g r a m  w as i n t r o d u c e d  in 
m ore  than 80 schools in New York, 
C onnect icu t  and M assachusetts .

In  1998 ,  M c P h e r s o n  r e jo i n e d  
A H A  a n d  e x p a n d e d  th e

w
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organ iza t ion ’s program m ing  to in
c lude Civil i ty  in Sports and o ther 
programs to address the wider range 
of  school violence issues.  As a con 
s u l t a n t  f o r  th e  U .S .  J u s t i c e  
Departm ent’s Agenda for the Nation 
o n  V io l e n c e  A g a i n s t  W o m e n ,  
McPherson has made num erous p re 
sentations nationwide.

Joseph  W einburg ,  no ted  au thor  
a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  M en  S t o p p in g  
R ape-M adison ,  will presen t  “ Men 
Taking R e sp o n s ib i l i ty :  C on d o m s,  
Com m unicat ion  and C onsen t ,” at 7 
p.m. on Sunday, in Dobo Hall 134. 
W einberg  will  a lso  p re sen t  “ How 
R ape  Hurts  M ales  and W h at  One 
Male  Can Do To Stop I t” to fra ter 
nity m em bers at 7 p.m. on Monday 
in the W arwick Center  Ballroom.

Two free car washes will be held 
this Saturday f rom  11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
One will be at the W endy’s in L and 
fall Center  and the other will be at 
Centra l  Caro lina  Bank on O leander 

Drive.
From I I  a.m. to 3 p.m. on M o n 

day and Tuesday, Oct. 23 and 24, a 
dunking booth will be set up near 
the spir i t  rock  loca ted  in f ron t  of  
Universi ty  Union. Also, T-shirts are 
on sale until  Oct.  24.

All donations and sale proceeds 
from the w eek’s events will go to the 
D om estic  Violence Shelter,  Inc.
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the them es o f  conform ity  and abuse 
o f  power. Several  UN C W  English 
and education professors advise pro 
spective teachers  to use the novel in 

their  c lassrooms.
T he  P e n d e r  C o u n ty  c o m m it te e  

was given the tw o-t ie r  task  o f  de 
ciding whether C o rm ie r’s theme and 
language  were appropria te  fo r  n inth  
grade readers.

The dis tr ic t- leve l  com m ittee  ren 
dered  a 6-2 vote. The voting  group 
consisted o f  Sue Mintzes,  the school 
d is t r ic t ’s language  arts coordina tor;  
B e v e r ly  B a n n e r m a n ,  1 9 9 9 -2 0 0 0  
teacher-of-year;  Cindy Faulk, 2000- 
2001 p r in c ip a l  o f  the  y e a r ;  R i ta  
Shiver, Pender  C o u n ty ’s social  ser
v ices director;  David  Knowles,  p a s 
tor at the Willard Baptist  Church and 
a teacher  at Pende r  H igh School;  
C hris t ina  Bibby, Pender  High s tu 
dent; Chris Millis ,  Topsail  High stu 
d e n t  b o d y  p r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  Jo a n n  
Absi,  Topsail  Middle  School media 

specia lis t.
“Periodica lly  there  is som ething 

that needs to be challenged. I think 
parents and com m unity  people  need 
to be invo lved  in our s tu d en ts ’ ed u 
ca t ion ,” said Diane Hayes,  a librar 
ian at Topsail  H igh School and the 
cha irw om an  o f  the sch o o l’s media  

advisory  board.
The English  teacher  at the heart  

o f  the con troversy  was this y e a r ’s 
T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  P e n d e r  
County,  Judy Dietz . Dietz said the 
assignm ent in quest ion  was vo lun 
tary and notes were sent to all par 
ents tel l ing  them  about the content 
o f  The C hocolate  War.

A c o m p la in t  i s su e d  by  M arcy  
Frazier, the parent  o f  a Topsail  High 
School student,  prom pted  the init ial 
vote by a school- leve l  comm ittee.  

The com m ittee  found the book to be 
a cc ep ta b le .  A c c o rd in g  to re p o r ts  
f ro m  the  W ilm in g to n  S ta r -N e w s ,  

F raz ie r  then f i led an appeal.
“ B ased  on my re se a rc h  o f  the  

book reviews and after l is tening to 

the pros and cons,  I voted  to keep it 
on the ninth  grade reading list. Cen
so rsh ip  is not what  I be lieve  in ,” 

Hayes said.
The Chocolate  War focuses on an 

in c id e n t  in a p r iv a te  h igh  school  
where  a young man becomes an o u t 
cas t  when he refuses to partic ipate  
in a ch o co la te  sale at the school.  
The central  them e o f  the book fo 
cuses on social  alienation. The book 
is c r it ic ized  for its use  o f  profanity,  
a llusions to m asturba tion  and inc i 

dents o f  v iolence.
“Banned books are a problem, but

on  all  lev e ls  K - I 2 ,  no t  ju s t  h igh  
school. A qu ick  look at lis ts  o f  the 
m ost  frequen t ly  banned  books re 
veals an odd mix o f  c lassic  and c o n 
tem porary  novels ,  as well as books 
for  adu lts  and fo r  c h i ld re n ,” said 
D av id  Gil l ,  ass is tan t  p ro fe sso r  o f  
E nglish  educa tion  in the specia lty  
s tudies departm ent at UNCW.

Gill  teaches several courses dea l 
ing specif ical ly  with  ado lescen t  l i t 
e ra tu re  and in s t ru c ts  h igh  schoo l  
educa tion  m ajors  on the p re sen ta 
t io n  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

novels.
“ I urge students to a lways have a 

wri t ten  ra tiona le  on fi le  for every 
novel for every  long work  or novel 
that  they teach, even for the tried 
and true c lassics. Huckleberry  Finn  
is h igh on that  list o f  banned  books 
too. As teachers  they should learn 
the procedures for adopting  works,  
and if  there  is no p rocedure  they 
should  help c reate  one ,” Gill  said.

He also supports  the teach ing  o f  
such controversial  novels because of 

their  l iterary merit.
“This novel is im portant  for a va 

riety o f  reasons.  It is accessib le  but 
still  in te l lec tua l ly  cha l leng ing ;  its 
characters are like [younger readers] 
in many ways; its p ro tagonis t  is an 
outcast,  som eone that many teenag 
ers can  identify  with; its end ing  is 
more than food  for though t. . .  It is 
a sm orgasbord  fo r  debate .  In short 
it is the s tu ff  o f  great l i terature  but 
unlike  some l iterary  c lass ics ,  k ids 
will  en joy i t ,” Gill  said.

S e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  
have voiced opposing  views includ 
in g  H a m p s t e a d  r e s i d e n t  J a n i n e  
Ennis Plera who wrote a letter to the 
editor  o f  the W ilmington S tar-N ew s  
saying that even one parenta l  c o m 
plaint warran ted  the book  being re 
m oved from  the c lass  reading list.

G il l  m a in ta in s  th a t  the  im p o r 
tance o f  the ideas in the novel over 
r ides the m eans that  C orm ie r  uses 

to convey  his message.
“ L ike  me, m o s t  o f  my Eng lish  

educa tion  co lleagues  are adam antly  
opposed  to censorship  because  it in 
fr inges on the freedom  of  ideas ,” he 
said. “The Chocolate  War is banned 
fa r  m ore  b e cau se  o f  its fa ta l is t ic  
end ing  than  for its occasional  im 
propriety. It is C o rm ie r ’s ideas that 

most censors  a t tack .”
J u n i o r  K a te  K im r e y ,  a h ig h  

school English  Education  major at 
U NCW  said, “If  students are going 
to be exposed  to taboo topics a n y 
way then its be tte r  for the student 
to start out d iscussing  it in school 
so that teachers  can  help guide the 

d iscuss ion ,”
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