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Safe Ride proves elusive
T o d d  V q u k s t o r f  

S t a f f  W r i t e r

The Safe-Ride program remains 
in limbo while committee members 
explore new ideas and directions for 
the project. As of yet, no implemen
tation date has been set.

The project has gone through sev
eral changes since initial plans were 
announced by last y e a r ’s Student 
Government Association. The origi
nal idea for Safe-Ride was to pro
vide students with safe and reliable 
transportation to and from the down
to w n  a re a  o f  W ilm in g to n  and  
Wrightsville Beach during the week
ends. Originally, vehicles provided 
by the Safe-Ride organization were 
going to be driven by volunteers 
from campus organizations. A lack 
of organization support and legality 
issues com plica ted  this plan and 
s ince  then .  Safe  R ide  has gone

through several alterations.
While the idea to provide safe 

transportation to students has stayed 
the same, problems with implemen
tation became apparent due to liabil
ity concerns associated with alco
hol, underage drinking, f inding a 
vehicle or vehicles to use and hav
ing enough money to pay for the 
program.

The latest idea is to hire a local 
taxi service to provide the transpor
tation.

According to Chris R. Dorre, a 
Safe-Ride committee member and 
SGA rep resen ta t ive ,  the taxi cab 
companies that the committee has 
contacted. Yellow Cab and Port City 
Taxi, have not expressed an interest 
in the program. However, there is a 
m eeting  with the two com panies  
planned for Friday, Nov. 3. Dorre

S E E  R ID E , Pa g e  ^

So much for summer..

MinitNf rmrir ifn f  ocmricnvn

Summer Is becoming a distant 
memory, as evidenced by the 
changing colors of the leaves on 
this tree in the campus commons

New Hanover County voter concerns gauged
S q m e r  S t a h l  

S T A F F  W r i t e r

A recent survey of New Hanover 
County voters conducted by the Fel
lows of the Institu te  o f  Political 
Leadersh ip  (FIPL) at UNCW re 
vealed that traffic/road problems is 
the most important county issue for 
voters in the upcom ing election , 
with education concerns running a 
close second.

The survey was conducted when 
the FIPL, a group of students inter
ested in canpaigning for political 
o ff ices ,  com ple ted  258 random  
computer-assisted telephone inter
views to New Hanover County vot
ers.

Walter DeVries, assistant to the 
chancellor on political leadership, 
assisted in the design of the survey. 
The Fellows of the Institute joined 
the university in July of last year.

DeVries said that for the past 25 
years, the results of voter polls in 
New Hanover County have co in 
cided with the results of the actual 
elections.

“ I t ’s c a l le d  a ‘s t a t i s t i c a l  
weathervane’ and it’s the reason that 
so much po ll ing  is done in this  
county,” DeVries said.

In reference to the $3.1 billion

dollar bond issue facing voters, the 
survey reveals that 60 percent of 
voters are in favor of the proposal, 
25 percent are against it, 5 percent 
said that “it depends” and 10 per
cent are unsure. The bond issue is 
especially important for college stu
dents to consider as it will fund $108 
m i l l io n  to U N C W  fo r  b u i ld in g  
cnstruction and renovation.

T
The big issues in 
New Hanover Coimty;

•Traffic 
•Education 
•Cor)solidation o f 
city and county 
government 
•University and 
comnnunity college 
bond
• Only 22% of 
county voters 
support a new jail

It also revealed that only 22 per
cent o f  voters are in favor of the 
N ew  H a n o v e r  C o u n ty  B o a rd  o f  
Commissioners consideration o f  a 
proposal to build a 600 unit county 
ja il  with an estimated base cost of 
$53 million . Forty-four percent of 
vo te rs  are aga ins t  the p roposa l,  
while 13 percent said that it depends 
and 17 percent are unsure.

According to the survey, “more 
th a n  h a l f ,  54 p e rc e n t ,  o f  N ew  
Hanover County’s registered voters 
said they would vote for a proposal 
to merge or conso lida te  the New 
H anover County  and W ilm ington 
governments into one.”

The survey also questioned whom 
voters would elect for governor, if 
the  e le c t io n  w as he ld  th a t  day. 
Democrat Mike Easley led the poll 
with 49 percent. In the same man
ner of questioning, the majority of 
voters said that they would  elect 
Democrat Roy Cooper for attorney 
general.

D eVries said that the po li tica l 
surveys taken by the Institute get 
plenty of media attention, not only 
by loca l n e w sp ap ers ,  but by TV 
news, such as Channel 6 and 3, as 
well as publications such as The In 
sider.
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