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Is Saying Fm Sorry

acceptable—or Irresponsible?

O ver the  past tw o w eeks, an  in ternal q uestion  b ro u g h t on  by several 
events has con tinu ed  to  p lague  my consciousness. T he  q uestion , fo r  me, is 

no t very orig inal, an d  it is a  question  each o f  you  have dealt w ith  a t  one  time 
o r an o th e r .  B ut, it is a  question  I feel we m u st look  a t from  tim e to  time 

while we jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  St. A ndrew s. So, w ith  all th a t  said , the question  I 

p u t befo re  the s tu den t body  is, “ H ow  fa r d o  we allow o the r  people  to  

overstep  the  b o un darie s  set u p  in o u r  relationsh ips befo re  we take  som e 

fo rm  o f  corrective a c t io n ? ”
N ow , I th in k  each person  in this com m u n ity  will have a d if fe ren t limit o f 

to le ra tion  befo re  there  is som e ac tion  taken . So, instead  o f  exam ining how  

people crea te  the ir individual ac tion  lines, I w ould  like to  ju m p  ah ead  and  

exam ine how  we respo nd  to  the apolegetic ph rase , “ H ey , I ’m so r ry .”  
H o w  m any times have we had  o u r  toes stepped  o n , on ly  to  hear “ Hey, 

I ’m  so r ry ? ”  This simple sta tem en t given by fo lks to  relinquish  self respo n 

sibility fo r  the ir ac tions becom es a  little w orn  a f te r  the th ird  an d  fo u r th  use. 

I w onder w hen it is ap p ro p r ia te  to  d is regard  this ph rase  as an  apoligetic and  

m ove to  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  responsive ac tion . A gain , I th ink  we have m oved 

in to  an  a rea  w here each o f  us m ust have an  existing b o u n d a ry  a lready 

established.

A lrigh t, I ’m  n o t a b o u t  to  claim  th a t I d o  n o t use this ph rase  because  I do . 

In  fact, I used it to  get o u t o f  w riting  this response , b u t th en  it s truck  m e as a  
to ta l falling do w n  o f  my co m m itm en t to  the ed ito r, so I to ld  her I w ould  

struggle th ro u g h  som e response  an d  here  it is.
N ow , to m o rrow  1 m ay be grum py , coarse , a n d  sho r t w ith  som e people  

due  to  a lack o f  sleep in com ple ting  this co m m itm en t,  b u t  I h op e  if  I step 

over those invisible b ou nd aries  th a t  you will allow  m e to  say, “ H ey , I ’m  

so r ry .”  I m ake  this po in t fo r tw o  reasons. F irst, I th ink  it is im pera tive  th a t  

we try  to  u n d ers tan d  the reasons why som eone oversteps o u r  b o u n d a ry  

before  we take  som e fo rm  o f  ac tion . Second, I a lso  th in k  it im pera tive  th a t  
we ask ourselves w hether the person  was sincere in  the ir  s ta tem en t a n d  no t 

ju s t  using it as an  o ffh an d ed  excuse.
In  a nutshell. I ’m simply saying th a t  it is accep ted , in m y o p in io n , fo r 

people to  say, “ H ey, I ’m  so r ry ” , b u t I w ou ld  rem ind  them  th a t  it is a c 

cepted only as long as it rem ains sincere an d  m e an ing fu l, an d  it is n o t ac 

cepted w hen it becom es a n  excuse fo r irresponsib ility .

I

D rew  H ayes

S tu den t A ssoc ia tion  P res iden t

Granny’s Words 

of Wisdom

O u r g ran d  business 

is n o t to  see w hat 

lies dim ly in  the d istance,

b u t to  d o  w hat 

lies clearly a t  hand .

(T h o m as  Carlyle)

No Spirit
I have noticeff that the peo

ple of this college express very- 
little or no spirit! The other 
day at one of tiie parties a soc
cer player inquired if I was go
ing to attend the soccer game. 
The individual then proceeded 
to tell me, with an expres
sionless face, that although he 
knew the team would not win 
he would appreciate my 
presence at the game! Granted 
I have never personally taken 
part in this sport, I feel that 
believing in one’s teammates 
is a start to winning! If one 
does not believe in himself or 
others on the team, of course 
he will lose.

L. Okan

E d i t o r ....................Brigitte T om asovic

Sports  E d i t o r ....................A n n  Boone

Business M an ag er   D ave H o uck
■V

L a y o u t E d i t o r .................... L ynn  O kan

P h o to  E d i t o r ..................C hris  H aycox

A ssis tan t P h o to  E d ito r  . .  D aily Dial

T he  op in ions expressed on  this 
page are  n o t necessarily those o f  l

The Lance, college, o r  s tudent 

body , b u t are  o f  the  signed in- ^

dividuals. T he  Lance  welcomes and  

encourages responses to  the m ateria l 3 ,

in  this pub lica tion , b u t reserves the 

right o f  ed itoria l freedom  as govern 

ed by responsib le jou rna lism .

Guidelines For Letters

Letters must be typed, double-spaced, and no  m ore  than 250 words. The Lance reserves 

the right to  w ithold any letter tha t is single-spaced, handw ritten  or m ore  than  250 
words.

All letters m ust include s ignature, date , extension, and  box num ber. If  you need to 

withhold your nam e for an ap p ro p ria te  reason, please see the editor.

The Lance also reserves the right to  w ithhold any letter deem ed obscene, vulgar or 
libelous.

The Lance does not edit o r  correct letters to  the editor.

The Lance cannot guarantee  date o f  publica tion  o f  letters subm itted.


