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Unique freshman has led exciting hfe
iif Donna Sammander

For those w h o  h a v e  n o t  

„etnew student C yn th ia  T an  

(though you will r eco g n ize  her  

l,y sight), she is M alaysian , a  

petite and energetic lad y  w ith  

long, black hair that s w in g s

a bo u t her heart-shaped fa ce . I f

you are up early en ou gh , y o u  

will see her awake and about, 

d o i n g  her morning jo g .  O r y o u  

might even recognize her strain­

ing behind one o f  G r a n v il le ’s 

tliree shopping carts, g i v i n g  

someone a ride.

Being at St. A n d r e w s  is 

notCynthia’s fu-st exp er ien ce  as  

an international student. S h e  

has studied in a C hristian c o l ­

lege in Tasmania, A ustralia  and  

kas also taken language co u rses  

at Yunan U niversity , Y u n a n  

Province, China. T h rou gh ou t  

her varied experience, C yn th ia  

has gathered a lot o f  k n o w  h o w  

on how to deal with the  p ro b ­

lems and anxieties that u su a lly  

plague sUjdents w h o  are n e w  to  

an area and environm ent. A s  a 

new sUident, let a lone an inter­

national one, it is easy  to  w a lk  

about in a  haze o f  u n fa m ilia r ­

ity, putting o f f  tasks, su c h  as  

currency change, that n eed  to  be  

done, just because ev e r y th in g  

seems so overw helm ing. U p o n  

h', '..nva! here. Cvnthia headed  

straight tor the sh op p in g  center  

iliehad glimpsed from  her ride  

into Laurinburg in order to b u y  

some necessities.

W h en  ask ed  h ow  she has 

l e a r n e d  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  

stran gen ess o f  l iv ing  in a new  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  C y n th ia  a n ­

sw ered; “T he survival kit I al­

w a y s  take a lo n g  w h en ever  I go  

o v e r se a s  is m y  sense  o f  humor 

an d  th r ee  im portan t criteria:

1.F le x ib il ity  2 . A daptability 3. 

T e a c h a b i l i t y .  T h e s e  w o r d s  

s e e m  p r o f o u n d ,  b u t it  h a s  

h e lp e d  m e  in m a n y  d ifferent  

situ a tion s that I have en cou n ­

tered , e v e n  m uch  m ore in over­

c o m in g  com m u n ication  prob­

lem s and custom  differences.” 

O ften  tim es, on e finds  

it so  ea sy  to  m isunderstand for­

e ig n  gestures and m annerism s  

an d  m ista k e  them  for abrupt­

n e ss  or s lo w n ess . A n  interna­

t io n a l stu d en t has a daunting  

ta sk  o f  breaking through these  

m isco n cep tio n s  or stereotypes  

m order to  m ake friends. About 

o v erco m in g  m iscom m unication  

a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  c u s to m ,  

C yn th ia  says:

“A  sense  o f  humor is m y  

friend. It is important to  be able 

to  laugh  w ith  p e o p le  and be  

o p en  to  being  corrected. I f  and 

w h e n  I d o n ’ t u n d e r sta n d , I 

ask ed  them  to either explain  or 

repeat w hat they mean.

T o  overcom e custom  dif- 

rence'.. the first lesson  is to be  

„n observer o f  how  things are 

d o n e  in a n o th er  cu lture  and

what are the custom s; do not 

compare one culture to another. 

B e flexible w hen things are not 

done the w ay  you are used  to. 

It is an advantage to leam  the 

language, too, it reaches out to 

the heart o f  people .”

C y n t h ia ’ s a b i l i ty  to  

“reach” out to p eo p le  in her  

v ery  w arm , p ersona l w a y  is  

som ething very striking about 

her. O ne could  attribute this 

quality to her interest and m a­

jor in p sych ology , except that 

there is nothing clinical or ab­

stract in her conversation. She 

speaks very directly o f  her ex ­

periences. She has done part­

time volunteer work with  M a­

laysian Care, a nonprofit orga­

n iz a t io n  in K u a la  L a m p u r ,  

which has centers for the handi­

capped, for drug rehab, and for 

m ale and fem ale  orphanages. 

Cynthia has volunteered inter­

nationally  w ith  Interserve, an 

Am erican R e l ie f  A g e n c y ,  for  

tw o years am ong A fgh an  refu­

gees in Pakistan and India as a 

hygiene and solar oven  instruc­

tor in the refiigee cam ps. “To  

live and work in a foreign  land 

has not been easy, espec ia lly  in 

a war torn en v iro n m en t...th e  

rewarding part w as w h en  I got  

to see the wounded get attended

to, the h o m e less  and w o u n d ed  

children g et  h u g s and lo v e , and  

tents p itched  up for th o se  w h o  

sought refu ge.”

C ynthia has b een  thrown  

into situations w h ere lan gu age  

barriers d o  not count as m uch  

as recogn iz in g  a p erso n ’s need  

for support. A s  a freshm an in 

c o lle g e , she already has quite a 

resum e o f  sk ill and ex p erien ce .  

She o n ce  described  h e r s e lf  as 

g o in g  in the o p p o s ite  in life: 

c o l le g e  students u su a lly  get  a 

variety o f  ex p er ien ce  after they  

graduate. She g o t  the ex p eri­

en ce  first, then started c o lleg e .

Freshman Cynthia Tan brings a wealth o f  international experiences to St. Andrews.

Column

Pm not a “WheeUe,” I’m a person
by Amanda Willoughby

I have w o n d e r e d  ev er  s in c e  I 

came to St. A n d rew s , w h e r e  the  term  

“wheelie” cam e from . I w o n d e r  w h o  

thought o f  it, and i f  it g e ts  un d er very  

many skins b e s id e s  m in e . G ranted, 

there are m ore o f fe n s iv e  term s used  

to describe p e o p le , but, as  I se e  it, 

there are a fe w  fu n d am en ta l th in gs  

wrong with “w h e e l ie .”

First, it sou n d s lik e  a m a sc o t  for

the Paralympics. Secondly , it does not 

a llo w  for distinction am ong som e very  

unique people. H ow  are w e  ever sup­

p o sed  to get past stereotypes and m is­

con cep tion s i f  the fu-st thing w e  see, and 

the first thing w e  use to describe each  

o th e r  is  a w h e e lc h a ir ,  or a pair o f

nienced ” to the word “handicapped, for  

exam ple, because an in con ven ien ce  is a 

thing I can get past. I can k n ock  it out. I 

can step around it.
On m y w eirder days, I im agin e  

that all w e  “ inconven ienced” p eop le  are 

like Barbie dolls. S om e o f  u s just have  

more parts, and com e in great b ig  b o x es  

with other Parts Sold  Separately. That

or had crutches, y o u ’d find so m e  

w a y  to  te ll  them  apart, w o u ld n ’t 

y o u ?  U s e  y o u r  c r e a t iv e  p o w e r .  

Think o f  w a y s  to d escrib e  p eo p le  

s o  th a t  t h e  w h e e l c h a i r — th e  

crutches, appear last, or n o t at all. 

M a y b e it’s o k a y  to  b e  a m an  or  

w o m a n  or ch ild  w h o  hap p en s to  be  

in a w h eelch air , but a  w h e e lie ?  I 

d o n ’t think so.

crutches?
M aybe I am stuck on a w ord  here,

but w ords are important. I have alw ays

preferred the use  o f  the word “ inconve­

m etaphor d oesn ’t w ork  for everybody, 

but i f  all the Barbie d o lls  w ere  in chairs,


