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Sixty-Fifth Commencement Sun., May 24
PRESIDENT RECEIVES CHARTER John H. Franklin 

To Deliver Address
Dr. Jo h n  H ope  F ranklin ,  ch a irm an  

o f  the D ep a rtm en t  o f  History  at 
B rooklyn College, will deliver the 
c o m m encem en t address at Elizabeth 

C ity  State T eachers  College, Sunday 
a fte rnoon , M ay 24, at 3:30 o'clock 
in W illiams Hall. This y ear’s class 

v'ill include 90 graduates  —  72 ol 
w hom  will receive the bachelor 's  de ­
gree and 18 o f  w hom  will receive 

certificates o f  com pletion  o f  course; 
in the V ocational-Technical Institute 
These will be the first g raduates  o! 

the V ocational-Technical Institute.

Included am ong  the h o n o r  g rad u ­
ates in this year’s class are: W ith High 
H onor: Esther K a tr in a  Johnson , E n ­

field; H elen  Delois Kates. G oldsboro ; 
and W ith H onor;  G e o rg ian n a  Bames. 
Robersonville; Sannie Lee C ham blee .  
Ahoskie; G erald ine  Boston C ooper.  

Plym outh; Evelyn Louise Harris ,  
C ourt land .  Virginia; Sara  M arie Heck- 

stall. P lym outh; Lizzie G erald ine  

P res iden t  W alte r  N. Ridley is show n  as he  is be ing  p re se n te d  H oupe. G oldsboro ;  N aom i Cousin

cha r te r  of th e  Elizabeth  City State Teachers College by McDonald Johnson . Roxboro; and Alfred  T hom -
Dixon, vice-chairman of th e  Board of Trustees.  as W right. Red Bank. N ew  Jersey.

M

Honors Night Congratulations

Held May 20 S. T. C. Graduates of 1959

Dr. W alter N. Ridley Makes  
Brilliant Inaugural Address

T o  go dow n as an  im portan t  event in the h istory o f  the E lizabe th  City 

State T eachers  College is the inaugura tion  o f  D r.  W alte r  N a th an ie l  Ridley 

as the fifth president.

T o  celebrate  this ou tstand ing  occasion were h u n d red s  o f  a lum ni and  
friends, including eighteen representatives f ro m  colleges a n d  universities; 

twelve delegates f rom  learned  socie-® ^

ties and  educationa l associations; ; o f  every h u m an  personality ;  dem oc- 

th irteen  state and m unicipal officials; | racy and  the  dem ocra t ic  processes; 
fourteen  delegates f rom  non-educa- j the d irec tion  and  tide o f  history; 
tional organizations; fifteen official I  h u m an  perfectibility; the educa tiona l

T h e  H o n o rs  N igh t  p ro g ram  at Eliz 

ab e th  C ity  Sta te  T each e rs  College 

will be held on W ednesday , M ay 20. 

at 7:00 p.m. in M o o re  A udito rium  
H onors ,  aw ards  and  special citations 

at this t im e will be presented  to a p ­

prox im ately  160 students  fo r  outstand 

ing, scho larly  c itizenship and athletic 

achievem ent.
J. Saunders  Redding, writer, lec 

tu re r  and  m em b e r  o f  the faculty of 
H a m p to n  Insti tu te  will deliver the 
H o n o rs  A ddress .  H onors ,  scho lar ­

ships and  aw ards  will be p resented  by 

m em b ers  o f  the staff including the 

President and  D ean .
Pro fessor R edding  has just re turned 

f rom  travels in Italy, F ran ce  and 
A us tr ia  on  a tou r  sponsored by the 
A m erican  Society fo r  A fr ican  Culture . 

Since his re tu rn ,  he  has been the re ­
cipient o f  a  G u ggenhe im  Fellowship 

in writing. M r. R edding was a m e m ­

ber o f  the  faculty  at State  Teachers  
College d u ring  which t im e two of 

his books, “N o  D ay  o f  T r iu m p h ” and 
“T o  M a k e  a P o e t  B lack”, were p u b ­

lished. H e  has to  his credit five o ther  
books, the last o f  w hich is the “ L one ­

som e R o a d .”
A special featu re  o f  H o n o rs  Night 

will be a  reception h o n oring  Mrs. 
Estelle A. E aton  in recognition o f  her 

book  o f  poem s, “O ut o f  M y  D re am s” , 
recently  published by C hris topher 

Press. A t the  reception  Mr. Redding 

will c o m m en t  on  the book o f  poems.

representatives o f  a lum ni and  s tu ­
dents; and twelve m em bers  o f  the bi- 
racial Board  o f  Trustees.

In the  inaugura l  address D r. R id ­

ley s tated his objectives and his 
fu n d am en ta l  beliefs. He em phasized 
m ore  efficient teachers, an increase 
in enro llm ent,  and an  expanded  cu r ­

riculum.

“W hile we shall a lways remain 

within the bounds  o f  econom y and ef­
ficiency,” declared  the speaker, “we 
shall not refra in  f rom  presenting full 
requests fo r  f inancial support neces­
sary to  build a t  E lizabeth City  the 

kind o f  college in which we believe 
and  fo r  w hich we m ust sacrifice.” The 
president showed his deep concern 
fo r  the growth, im provem en t and 

progress o f  this institution.
Dr. Ridley closed his address  by 

giving to  the audience his fu n d am en t ­
al beliefs in; the tr ium ph o f  truth; 
die cssciiiial and undeniao le  dignity

President and 
Mrs. Ridley at Home

President and  Mrs. W alte r  N .  R id ­

ley will be A t H o m e  to  m em bers  o f  
the g raduating  classes and  their  fam i­

lies, a long  with a lum ni and  friends 

at the president 's  residence fro m  5:00- 
6:30 fo llow ing the co m m encem en t ex­

ercises at E lizabe th  City  State  T ea ch ­

ers College on Sunday, M ay  24.

College Presidents Assemble for the Inaugurotion

Firs t  F re sh m an ;  M y m o th e r  has 

a  beau tifu l  pop-up  toaster.
Second F re sh m an : M y m o th e r’s

to as te r  is an Ind ian  m odel . . .  it 

sends up  sm oke signals.

ALUMNI DAY
Saturday, M ay 23, will be A lum ni 

D ay  at E lizabeth City  State Teachers 

College. A lum ni from  m an y  co m ­

m unities and states will m eet and in 
addition to transactional business and 

events will cu lm inate  the day with an 
alum ni dance to be held S a tu rday ' 

evening in Williams Hall. '

Adviser Entertains Staff
M em bers of the N ew sletter  staff 

were entertained at the ho m e  o f  Mrs. 
E. H. Mitchell on  M onday, M ay 4.

A fte r  a  business period  with Sara 

Heckstall presiding, each o f  the 
seven graduating  seniors gave ex ­
pressions o f  apprecia tion  fo r the  ex ­
perience with the N ewsletter.  O thers 
com m ented  on  m aking  the  p a p e r  be t ­

ter next year. Visiting the s taff were 
Adrian  Jones and D o re th a  Williams 
w ho expressed interest in the publi ­

cation.
R efreshm ents  were served buffet 

I style. D uring  this tim e m em bers 
engaged in lively conversation, telling 

of som e o f  their  escapades while  at 
the C SPA. Reluctantly , the a ffair 

had  to  b reak  up, an d  the students re ­
tu rned  to  the cam pus, having had  a 

p leasan t  evening.

Family W eek-End Held A t S .T .C . M ay 15-17

process; and  a H igher  P ow er which 

directs o u r  ends.
O n these beliefs he took  his stand  

to  do  all in his p ow er to  p ro m o te  
the c o m m o n  w elfare  o f  the  people  
and  to  assure  the institution o f  the 
type o f  p ro g ram  o f  which all can  be 

p roud  and  w hich  we can  believe and 

support.
This day  took  its place  in the  pages 

o f  the history  o f  the E lizabe th  C ity  

State T each e rs  College.

N o ted  L eaders  In  In a u g u ra l  P ro g ra m

T h e  H o n o rab le  N . E lton  A ydle tt ,  
m em b er  o f  the  B oard  o f  H igher  E d u ­
cation. presided a t  th e  In a u g u ra l  ex ­

ercises in W illiam s G y m n as iu m .
T h e  pre lude  “C h o ra le  in A  M in o r” 

(C on tinued  o n  Page 4)

T he  w eek end o f  M ay 15-17 was 

set aside as Fam ily  W eek End. All 
parents were invited to  com e to  the 

cam pus to see and find o u t  m ore  

abou t  cam pus living.

M any o f  the paren ts  arrived on  
Saturday m orn ing , and by Saturday 

noon a large n u m b er  was on the 

campus.
“ Parents  W an t to K n o w ” , an  in ­

form al discussion, was held  on Sa tur­
day  a fte rnoon . It was led by C oach 

Caldwell,  D ean  o f  M en, w ho  an ­
swered m an y  questions th a t  parents  

have about college life.
A p ro g ram  on Saturday  evening 

featured a com m encem ent,  with Helen 

Johnson  writing to  her m o th e r  a let­
ter  which expla ined som e o f  the ac ­
tivities at the college. Perfo rm ances  

by the D ance G ro u p ,  W o m en ’s Glee 
C lub. Class in Gym nastics;  a  p iano  
solo by C a ther ine  Bartlett; and a 
m onologue  by L u la  Roberts  were ac ­

tivities tha t  were enjoyed by the visi­

tors.

Baccalaureate 

Service M ay 24
Students, paren ts ,  faculty ,  a lu m n i  

and  friends will par tic ipa te  in a  spe ­
cially p lanned  bacca lau rea te  service 
a t  E lizabeth C ity  S tate T each e rs  C o l ­

lege on  Sunday  m orn ing . M ay  24, 
at 10:30 o 'c lock  in M o o re  A u d ito r iu m . 

■Among the  pa r tic ipan ts  on  this p ro ­
g ram  are Hezek iah  C o o k e r ,  presiden t 
o f  the g raduating  class; S a ra  M. 

Heckstall, presiden t o f  th e  W o m e n 's  
G o v e rn m en t  Associa tion; Mrs. Idon ia  

E. Rogerson, a lu m n ae ;  Mrs. Helen  
M. Caldw ell  and  M rs. Estelle  A. 
E aton, m em bers  o f  the  college fac ­
ulty. Presiden t W alte r  N . Ridley  and  
D ean  Leedell W. N e y lan d  will give 

open ing  and closing s ta tem en ts  on  the  
p rogram . Special musical selections 
will be rendered  by the C h o ra l  E n ­

sem ble un d e r  the  d irec t ion  o f  Miss 
Evelyn A. Jo hnson ,  with M r. W ins ton  

A. Bell, organist.

W aiter; "H e re ’s yo u r  soup, sir.” 

Sir: “T h ere 's  a fly in m y soup .” 
W aiter: “T h a t ’s o.k. we w o n ’t

charge you  fo r  it.”
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Former p res iden t ,  Dr. S. D. Williams, g r e e ts  Dr. Ridley im m ed ia te ly  
af te r  th e  close of th e  in a u g u ra l  ce rem o n ies .


