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Opening Of Radio StationNot An Easy Task
By Von Corbett

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l ty  a n d  

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t i n g  the  

o p e n i n g  o f  its n e w  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  fo r  

m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r .  F in a l ly ,  th e  l o n g  wai t  

is j u s t  a b o u t  o ve r .

T h e  n ew  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  will be o p e n ­

ing  s o m e t i m e  th is  s e m e s t e r  b u t  n o  

sp ec i f i c  d a t e  h a s  b e en  set ye t .  A c c o r ­

d i n g  to  M r .  C l a r e n c e  T h o m a s ,  m a ss  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n s t r u c t o r ,  th e  s t a t i o n  

will be  p r o g r a m m e d  o n  a  l o w  p o w e r e d  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  100 w a t t s  o n  th e  F M  dia l ,  

' . i r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  

i h r o u g h o u t  th e  W i n s t o n - S a l e m  ci ty 

l imi ts .  T h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  will  b r o a d c a s t

b e t w e e n -5-10:30 p . m .  six d a y s  a  w ee k .  

T h e  d a y s  will be  d e s i g n a t e d  la ter .

But j u s t  w h a t  is t a k i n g  so  lo ng for  

W S S U  to  get its o w n  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ?  

M r .  T h o m a s  sa ys  g e t t i n g  a  r a d i o  s t a ­

t i o n  is no t  a n  o v e r n i g h t  p ro c es s .  M u c h  

h a r d  w o r k  a n d  p a t i e n c e  a r c  inv o lv ed  in 

its d e v e l o p m e n t .  F i r s t ,  th e  unive rs i ty  

h a d  to  d c c i d e  w h e t h e r  it even  w a n t e d  a 

r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  A f t e r  a po s i t i ve  deci s ion  

w as  in a d e ,  th e  next  s t e p  w as  the  

b u i l d in g  o f  t h e  n ew  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

b u i l d in g .  N e x t ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r s o n  

in th e  field o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  was  

h i r e d  iha l  p e r s o n  b e i n g  M r .  T h o m a s ,  

w h o ,  a l o n g  w i t h  Dr .  H az e l  H a r v e y ,  

c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  th e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n

A r t s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  the
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plans  for  the  new s ta t i on .

P l a n s  for  f inancia l  a n d  o p e ra t i o n a l  

m a t t e r s  were  m a d e  a n d  bids for  the 

p r o p e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  

were  su b m i t t e d .  T h e  ent i re  process  

gr ew  c o n s id e ra b ly  leng thy  a n d  e x p e n ­

sive, ta k in g  unti l  this past  s u m m e r  to 

co m p le t e .  M e a n w h i l e ,  an  a p p l ic a t io n  

f r o m  the  Federa l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  ( F C C )  a n d  a co n s t ru c t io n  

pe rm i t  h ad  to  be co m p le t e d .  T h e  F C C  

d o cs  not  g ra n t  all ap pl ic a t io n s ;  there  

a re  m a n y  peop le  a p p ly in g  for these  

l icenses.  In o rd e r  for  the  fo r m  to  be 

c o m p le t e d  p ro p e r ly ,  a  te am  o f  people  

c on si s t i ng  o f  a n  a t t o r n e y  a n d  an 

e n g in e e r i n g  s t a f f  was  g a t h e re d  for  tests 

a n d  surveys  a n d  to  fill ou t  the  license.

N ext ,  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  h a d  to  submit  a 

f i na nci a l  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  m o r e  p lans for 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  pro­

g r a m m i n g  w e r e  d r a w n .

T h e n  c a m e  th e  w a i l i n g .  T h e  FCC 

ta k es  th e  f o r m s  o n  a  f i rst  c o m e ,  first 

serve bas is ,  it t h e n  h o l d s  t h e m  for thir­

ty d ay s  w i t h o u t  e v e n  l o o k i n g  at the 

f o r m s .  W h e n  th e  F C C  f ina l l y  looks  at 

ihe  f o r m s ,  it rea l ly  l o o k s  at  t hem.  The 

F C C  no t  o n ly  v i ews  th e  f in an cia l  por ­

t ion  o f  a n  a p p l i c a n t ’s p o s i t i o n ,  it also 

r e g a r d s  th e  e n g i n e e r i n g  p o r t i o n ,  m ak ­

ing s u r e  t h e r e  is e n o u g h  sp a ce  on a 

r a d i o  d ia l  o f  i f  t h e  n e w  r a d i o  station 

will in t e r f e r e  w i th  o t h e r  a l r e a d y  func­

t i o n in g  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  o r  h o w  the  place­

men t  o f  th e  a n t e n n a e  will  a f fec t  the 

o u t p u t  o f  th e  s t a t i o n .  Al l  o f  the se  m a t ­

ters a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  by  th e  F C C  before 

it gives its a p p r o v a l  o r  r e j e c t i on .  The 

F C C  m a y  th e n  r e q u e s t  m o r e  evidence 

in the  f o r m  o f  a  h e a r i n g  f r o m  the  appl i ­

c an t  to  r e g a r d  its f i n an c ia l  and 

e n g in ee r in g  s t ab i l i t y  b e f o r e  m a k in g  its 

final  de c i s io n .  T h e  d e l a y  in th e  opening 

o f  (he s t a t i o n  lay no t  in th e  h a n d s  of 

the  U n iv e r s i t y ,  b u t  in t h e  h a n d s  o f  the 

F C C .

W h a t  d o e s  th e  a p p l i c a n t  d o  while it 

wai t s  f o r  th is  a p p r o v a l ?  A c c o r d in g  to 

Mr.  T h o m a s ,  t h e  c a m p u s ’ pa r t  ran 

s m o o t h l y  fo r  w h i l e  it a w a i t e d  the  a p ­

p ro va l  o f  th e  F C C ,  p l a n s  fo r  the  s ta­

t i o n ’s o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  o f  c o m ­

pet ent  s t u d e n t s  t o  o p e r a t e  th e  stat ion  

w ere  d e v e l o p e d .  T r a i n i n g  for  the 

s tu d e n t s  in c lu d e d  new c o u r s e s  in mass 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  newest  to 

be  T e c h n i q u e s  o f  R a d i o ,  the  first 

c o u r s e  to  t r a in  s t u d e n t s  o n  c a m p u s  

de s i gne d  fo r  sp eci f i c  fe ed  to  the  s ta ­

t ion .

A s yet n o  w o r d  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  the 

F C C .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  M r .  T h o m a s  is 

c o n f i d e n t  o f  th e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ’s o p e n ­

ing  this s e m e s t e r  s i nce  th e  F C C  has  not 

r e q u es te d  m o r e  e v id e n ce .

T h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  will  b e  supervised  

by M r .  T h o m a s  a l o n g  w i th  M r .  Bob 

M c C o n n e l l ,  a n o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r  in mass  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  r u n  p r i m a r i l y  by 

the s t u d e n t s .  T h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  will not 

o n ly  be  o p e n  to  m a s s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

m i n o r s ,  but  it will a l s o  b e  o p e n  to  any 

s tu d e n i s  i n t e r e s t e d  in l e a r n in g  to

o p e r a t e  a r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  T o  a c c o m o d a t e  

this,  th e  R a d i o  C l u b ,  a n  o rg a n i z a t i o n  

ol  o n  a n d  o f f  c a m p u s  s t u d e n i s  in ­

te re s ted  in w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  r a d i o  s t a ­

t ions ,  will be  f o r m e d .

T h e  d a t e  o f  its first m e e t i n g  will be 

a n n o u n c e d .

Campus Plans Events

F r o m  p a g e  1

u n i o n .  T h e  to p i c  will  b e  C h r o n i c l e  of 

B l a c k  S t r u g g l e :  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t ,

F u t u r e . ”  C o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a r e  the

s p o n s o r s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h .  B la ck

H i s t o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m u s i c  will be 

p r o v i d e d  in t h e  s t u d e n t  u n i o n .
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