
i-.i'

November 1996 The News Argus - Page 15

SPORTS

Lady Rams Picked 
To Finish In First Place

News Release

The Lady Ram s have been picked by 

CIAA coaches to finish in a ihree-way lie 

for first place in the Southern Division. 

T h e  t i e  is b e t w e e n  W S S U ,  S h a w  

U n iv e r s i t y  a n d  F a y e t t e v i l l e  S ta t e  

University.
Lady Rams Chellia Nelson and Erica 

Leggett, were nam ed to the preseason All 

C I A A  W o m e n ’s T e a m .  N e l s o n ,  a 

se n io r ,  is  a t w o - t i m e  a l l  c o n f e r e n c e  

performer; while Leggett  was nam ed to 

last season’s A ll-Rookie T eam .

On the m e n ’s side. The Rams were

picked to finished seventh in the m e n ’s 

division. Otis Attucks, who plays in the 

g u a r d  p o s i t i o n ,  w a s  n a m e d  to  the  

Preseason M e n ’s Team. He is the lone 

starter returning to the team and was the 

only Ram named to the team

The Lady Rams will play their first 

home game December 1, against Bowie 

State University, at 5:30 p.m., in the C. 

E. Gaines Center.

The Rams will play two home games 

before the Christmas Break. Bowie State 

University on December 1, at 7:30 p.m., 

and G reensbo ro  C ollege on D ecem ber  

13, a t  7 :3 0  p .m . Both  g am es  w ill  be 

played in the Gaines Center.

Rams Are Ready To 
Hit The Court

BY MONICA ALEXANDER 
Sports Editor

“W e do the best that we can to help 

the players. Basketball is a tough sport 

b e c a u s e  it  is s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  tw o  

s e m e s te r s ,” sa id  W S S U ’s H ead  M en 's  

Basketball coach.

Samuel Hanger,  who is beginning his 

second  y e a r  as  c o a c h ,  sa y s  a w in n in g  

season is his goal for the 1996-1997 Ram 

Basketball Team. Otis Attucks, Casey 

S im m o n s ,  N i c h o l a s  G o o d s o n ,  D a r ry l  

H a r d y ,  a n d  C C  W h i t a k e r ,  v e t e r a n  

p l a y e r s ,  a r e  r e t u r n i n g  to  th e  te a m .  

Thirteen new  p layers ,  Johnny  W atkins ,  

Dee Mitchell,  Larry Patterson, Michael 

Dunn, Donald  Cureton, Bradley Taylor,  

T o b y  J o r d a n ,  C h u c k  J o n e s ,  M ichae l-  

B r o a d n a x ,  A n t h o n y  P e a k e ,  W e n d e l l  

O w ens  , D a v id  H o w e r to n  and  T orr ian  

Wynn will join the veterans.

The te am ’s new players have made 

such an impact on the team that the style 

of play has changed. Hanger is hoping to 

change to a quicker and more man-to-man 

s ty l e  o f  p la y .  T h e  R a m s  h a v e  been  

p ic k ed  to f in ish  in s e v e n th  p la c e  in a 

p r e s e a s o n  p o l l .  H a n g e r  s a y s  th is  

p re se a so n  r a n k in g  will no t  s to p  their  

determination to win at least 13 o f  their 

25 games.

“ I am pleased with the new recruits. 

They have picked up the plays quick ly  

and have a better basketball sense,” said 
Hanger. “Wc are light years ahead of  last 

year, but we haven 't  stopped recruiting 

because we can use a few more big guys 

that can play and will work hard, so we 

can continue to get belter.”
The Rams have been practicing seven 

days a week for 2 1/2 hours to shape their 

game. To shape their m inds they have 

study hall w here  tutoring sess ions  are 

ava i lab le .  P rogress  reports  from their  

p ro fesso rs  concern ing  their  c lasses  arc 

also being reviewed.
On O c to b e r  14, m en  and  w o m e n  

colleg ia te  basketball  p layers  across  the 

nation officially began the season with “ 

Midnight Madness.” Approximately 350 

Ram fans went to W S S U ’s C. E. Gaines 

Center  to be formally in troduced to the 

Lady Rams and Ram 1996-97 Basketball 

Teams. “ I loved it,” said Hanger.  “ I 

thought it was fantastic!”
The Lady Rams and the Rams began 

their season by playing in a tournament 

in Atlanta, at Morris Brown College on 

N o v e m b e r  1 5 -1 6 .  T h e  t o u r n a m e n t  

in c lu d e d  te a m s  from  W S S U ,  M o r r i s  

Brown, Ft. Valley, and Livingston.

Attucks Wants To Win!
BY MONICA ALEXANDER 

Sports Editor

“1 w an t  to win. L as t  year  w as  all 

right, we played hard, but I want to win!” 

said one of  the returning Ram basketball 

players.
O t i s  A t tu c k s ,  a W in s to n -  S a le m  

nat ive  started  p lay ing  basketba ll  in the 

7th grade, but feels he should have started 

playing as soon as he was able to dribble.

W h e n  he a t t e n d e d  C a r v e r  H ig h  

School,  this talented young man not only 

p layed  b ask e tb a l l ;  b u t  he a lso  p la y ed  

football and baseball.  During his senior  

year, he even tried his hand in running 

track. Not being sure about what sport he 

should concentrate on , since he was so 

athletically inclined; he decided to stick 

with basketball. His mother and coaches 

also helped him with his decision. This 

d e c is io n  lead  him to a s c h o la r s h ip  a t  

Winston Salem Slate.

“ I like it here at W SSU  because it’s 

a black university and it’s helped me to 

grow,” Attucks said.

Attucks, is a junior biology major, is 

p l a n n in g  to  p u r s u e  a m e d ic a l  c a r e e r .

Hewas influenced by his pediatrician at a 

very young age. “This is something that 

a lways interested me, and the m oney  in 

this profession is decent as well,” he said.

This shy down to earth 20 year old, 

a lso  k n o w n  as “ O sh a y ,"  lo v e s  p o e t ry ,  

r e la x in g  by p la y in g  v id e o  g a m e s  and  

listening to music.

This is totally opposite from the man 

we sec on the court. When he is playing 

the g am e he becom es  in tense and  m ore  

vocal. Attucks says, “ 1 express  m yself  

more when I am on the court.”

T h is  19 9 6 -1 9 9 7  b a s k e tb a l l  s e aso n  

will be his third year playing for W SSU  

and his first year  as a co-captain .  His 

basketball goals this season are to become 

a m o r e v o c a l  l e a d e r ,  “ 1 a l w a y s  se t  

examples instead of  voicing them. 1 want 

to be player o f  the year, everyone wants 

that,  and o f  course  I ju s t  want to w in ,” 

says Attucks.

A t t u c k ’ s p e r s o n a l  g o a l  is  n o t  to  

b e c o m e  th a t  “ N B A  p l a y e r , "  b u t  to  

con t inue  his  educa t ion  in the medica l  

field.

Volleyball Team Comes Up Short

BY DANIELLE PROPHETE 

Staff Writer

T h e  L a d y  R a m  V o l l e y b a l l  T e a m  

c a m e  up  s h o r t  f o r  th e  C I A A  

Championship Tournament. They placed 

fifth place in the Southern Division.

“Overall 1 think we did a good job. 

W e jus t  d id n ’t gel as soon as we would 

have liked too ,” said A ronda  F renzley ,  

head coach for the Lady Ram volleyball 

team. The team was one gam e away from 

being tied with N orth  C aro l ina  Centra l  

University for a playoff spot.

A c c o r d i n g  to  F r e n z l e y ,  “ I t ’s a 

w h o le  lo t  h a r d e r  to  c o m p e t e  in th e  

Southern  Division b cc ause  the talent is 

greater.”

F o u r  s c h o o l s  c o m p e te d  f ro m  the  

S o u th e r n  D iv is io n :  F a y e t t e v i l l e  S ta te  

University, Shaw University, North

C a ro l in a  C e n t ra l  U n iv e r s i ty  and  S a in t  

A ugust ines  C o l lege .  F aye t tev i l le  S tate 

walked away with the title.

T h e  t e a m  w a s  le d  by  C a p t a i n  

K e n i s h a  W i l l i a m s ,  a f r e s h m e n  to the  

v o l l e y b a l l  c o u r t ;  b u t  a s o p h o m o r e  on  

c a m p u s .  O t h e r  k e y  c o n t r i b u t o r s  

i n c l u d e d :  K e n y a  B r i d g e s ,  K e i s h a  

B r o a d n a x ,  N e k e s h a  S i m m o n s ,  K e l l i  

A rm wood and Tasheia M cEachum.

“ It w as  a p re t ty  n ic e  s e a so n  b u t  I 

w ish w e would  have  at least m ade  it to 

the playoffs,” said Williams.

T he  Lady R a m s  ended  their season 

on October 29 with an overall  record o f  8- 

12. “ It w as still an im p ro v e m en t  from 

l a s t  y e a r , "  s a id  C o a c h  F r e n z l e y .

Good Luck 
Lady Rams and Rams
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