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EDITORIALS
S t ud e nt s  F e a r  Publ ica t ions . . .  ?

It is quite obvious that students have a fear of publications. 
The subject w as brought up in m v English c lass  a few  c lasses  
back, and m ost people said they would never write a letter to 
the editor because they “would get in trouble.”

No legitim ate  letter to the editor will be refused. Pra ise  is 
alw ays w elcom e, but students more often find room to com 
plain. Complaining and criticizing is legitim ate, but not just 
for the sake  of complaining. Back up what you say with 
evidence. Offer suggestions to solutions to the problem. Often 
students co m e up with very reasonable solutions to cam pus  
problems but they are afraid to speak up. The school could 
benefit from your suggestions.

This is the third issue of “Smoke Signals” and I have yet to 
receive  a letter to the editor. Some people say editorials are  
for the editor. I must disagree with you there. Editorials are to 
express varying opinions from the people concerned. Cer
tainly, the editor is concerned, but I would also say that no one 
on this cam pus would want to read two colum ns of editorials 
written by the sa m e  person. Oh, the editor could write from  
both points of view , but then it would not be honest opinions.

I could write a full column on reasons for the dress code to 
changed, but I would also turn around and defend the dress 
code we now have. That wouldn’t accom plish much, but letters 
from different people would. Girls could get together and write 
a letter with their reasons why they think girls should be  
allowed to w ear  slacks on cam pus and to town. It certainly  
wouldn’t hurt, and it would possibly help in getting a new  
ruling passed.

If you have a suggestion and do not know who to see  about it, 
it could a lw ays be aired in “Smoke S ignals .” Possible  you do 
not understand why the post office doors are locked or the 
downstairs entrance to the cafeteria is locked som etim es in 
the mornings. If you wrote a letter to the editor, possibly  
something would be done about it. If not, at least you would get 
an explanation.

If you have suggestions for “ Smoke Signals” feel free to let 
your opinion be known. It will be greatly appreciated.

+ + +
N ews from the Cafeteria Committee Meeting held Oct. 6-—  

The new grill has arrived and will be installed at the earliest  
convenient tim e. A suggestion was m ade by a student that 
there be more room on tne table with the salad dressings, etc., 
and it w as agreed by Mr. Wilson that the table area will be 
enlarged. New soft drink dispensers have been ordered to 
double the drinks now available.

P ersons not taking their trays up to the dishroom window 
are subject to som e form of disciplinary action. A person or 
persons, are  now on duty to help elim inate this problem. You 
should not need to be reminded to clean up after yourself.

Sliding Around
B y D avid  “ S n ake” M ayo  

It is  rea lly  ge ttin g  to be a  h asse l  
w riting th is colum n b ecau se  I can  
only w rite  w hat I fe e l is  
n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts ,  
facu lty , and adm in istration  of 
Chowan. I h a v e  rec e iv e d  m uch  
c r itic ism  and so m e a greem en t  
with m y  p ast tw o ar tic le s . One 
point I w ill m ak e  c lear  is  I am  
t r y in g  to  im p r o v e  C how an  
C ollege by l)ettering our com 
m u n ic a t io n  p r o c e s s .  N o  o n e  
w rites  th is  co lu m n  for m e  and I 
am  not the p erson  who w ill argue  
w ith anyone. R ead it and m ak e  
up your m ind, then if  you need  
help  in an y  w a y , I w ill be g lad  to 
explain  any part, g iv e  id eas  or 
te ll w here  m y  inform ation  w as  

derived  from .
T h e  b ig g e s t  s c e n e  arou n d  

s e e m s  to be the w ay  chapel w as  
held for the H om ecom ing Can
d id ates. It looks to m e  like our 
S.G .A . p resid en t le t us all down  
by n ot backing the students who  
e le c ted  h im . We the student body  
should have  the right to laugh  
w hen th ings are  funny. Who has  
the right to te ll anyone th ey  c a n ’t 
laugh or th ey  w ill rec ie v e  a 
c h a p e l  c u t?  S h o u ld n ’t our  
P resident h ave  asked  us to quiet 
down if  it would have been  
n ecessa ry : NO! E ach  person is 
h is own lead er . We need  no one to 
te ll us w hat to do for w e are the 
m o s t  r e s p o n s ib le  a n im a ls  of 
G od’s c rea tu res . There is quite a 
differen ce  b etw een  telling and  
ask ing . The people  who got up 
had e v er y  right in leav in g  and the  

people who s ta y e d  had the sa m e  
right. T his is  w here  everybod y is  
a leader . P eop le , w e  m u st do 
w hat w e fee l is  r ight not w hat 
som eon e sa y s  is  right. I s in cere ly  
hope th is d o esn ’t happen aga in . If 
you ’ll be your own leader and let 
y o u r  f r e e d o m  s to p  w h e r e  
som eone e lse s  starts  th ings w ill 
work out great.

G irls, hang on a little  longer for 
the ch an n els  are being gone  
through to g e t s lack s approved  
and it rea lly  u p sets  m e  to listen  to 
g ir ls  r a ise  the roof w hen they  
know it w ill a lw a y s  fa ll back  on 
the house. Your S.G .A . o fficers  
are  doing a ll th ey  can  to g e t th is  
d ress  code im p roved, so  g ive  
th em  so m e m ore  tim e.

The Open F oru m  held on the 
first M onday of O ctober w as  
quite confu sin g esp ec ia lly  if  you  
w ere there. WOW! F irst I w ant to  
g ive  m e  reg r e ts  for not having  
m y  sh oes  on but I had forgotten  
all about th em . I ’U adm it I w as  
wrong for I knew  the rule and  
h on estly  a p p recia te  the w ar
ning I r ec e iv e d . Shoes w ill be  a 
m u st  fo r  m e .  T h in g s  w e r e  
d iscu ssed  about ou cafeteria  
w hich w a s  built for only 600 
students. I fee l sorry for the 
cooks but th ey  are doing w hat 
th ey  can  so don’t g iv e  th em  a 
hard tim e. S e e m s  w e are w asting  
our m on ey  and w e don't even  
care . Why people?  E v ery  tim e  
you le a v e  a tray on the table  
som e em p lo y e e  has to take it up. 
This can  g e t very  exp en sive  
having to pay  for work w hich will 
only tak e  a few  second s for us to 
do. B esid es  your fellow  students

h ave  to ea t w hen you are  fin ished  
and th ey  don’t d ig  eating  on a 
tab le  full o f m e s s .  I ’ll ad m it I 
h ave  le ft  m y  tr a y  on the table  
m an y  tim e s  before, but I w on ’t  do 
it an ym ore . M aybe th is w ill help  
keep  tuition to a m in im um .

The g ir ls ’ hours w ere d iscussed  
and an id ea  w a s  g iven  by the  
S.G .A . to sen d  le tters  hom e to the 
parents to g e t th ier  v iew s. I knew  
Chowan had a  lo t of clubs but I 
didn’t know  w e  had  a P .T .A .

F in a lly  I w ill m ak e no bones  
about it I be lieve  the call-down  
sy stem  shoud be changed. I w a s  a 
m inute la te  for a dorm  m eetin g  
and I got one calldow n. Upon 
gettin g th is tr a g ic  punishm ent, I 

sa id  “ B ig D e a l ,” so  I got 
another one. A t the sa m e  tim e  m y  
room m ate r ece iv ed  one calldow n  
for being la te  for the m eetin g . He 
then le ft  and sa id  a few  w ords  
w hich w e c a n ’t print but nothing 
happened to h im . After a ll the  
h a sse ll,  m y  H ead  R esid en t told  
m e I had a m eetin g  w ith D ean  

D ilday  on T hursday m orning at 
9:00. So I got up at 8:00 and got 
ready for m y  excitin g  day  to find  
the D ean w ould n’t be back until 
M onday. W hat a w aste  of tim e!  
S eem s to m e  Chowan’s Blind  
Ju stice  w a s  u sed  on m e  tor no 
reason. I a c ce p ted  the calldow n  
only to get another one. When I 
a c cep ted  th em  both I go t a trip to  
the D e a n ’s o ff ice . W hat should I 
do? F u ss  about th e m ! I cau sed  no 
trouble not did I w ant any  
b eca u se  it s e e m s  the m ore you  
s a y  ju st m e a n s  le ss .

W ell, I have  to sp lit. H ave a  
good w eek!

I m p o v e  A m e r ic a n  b y  f ir s t  
im proving yourself!

“ S n ak e”

America
By  ST E R L IN G  GATLING  

A m erica  is a  country in 
w hich w e love.

I 'm  sure it is b lessed  by God 
above.

You know, people should re 
sp ect  A m e r ic a ’s nam e,  

B e ca u se  with her the world 
wouldn't be the sa m e .  

T here are m a n y  things in 
this world for pleasure  

But I consider  A m erica  to 
be the m ost g r ea te st  tr ea 
sure.

If the people of A m erica  
felt the w ay  I do.

Love would rep lace  hatred, 
war, and se lf ish n ess  too.

If th ese  people wouldn't let 
hate turn th em  from  what  
is right.

The street would be a  sa fer  
place  to walk on at night. 

So the w ay  you can help  
our country and a lso  your  
brolher.s.

Is by channin^ youi' i>\il 
ways and you will inspire 
the olhers

A ch ie f fash ion  designer  in P aris  said that 
w om en of tod ay  are not fitted to hold top 
positions in b ig  b u sin ess firm s.
Q U E ST IO N : D o you agree  or not?
W HERE A SK E D : Squirrel Park  

WHOM W ERE ASKED:

Literary
Musings

B y PRO F. RO B E R T  G- M U L D E R

O .J . W O M B L E , S o p h ., P o r t-  M A G G IE  B A R N A R D , S o p h .,
sm outh , Va. — I d isagree , I feel 
that if  a w om an is  capab le  of 
holding that position she should  
do so , but it is  usually  a m a n ’s  
position.

C hesapeake, V a .—I think w om en  
can hold big b u sin ess positions, 
but if they h a v e  any b u sin ess  
heads a t all th ey  w ill le t the m en  
th in k  th e y  a r e  th e  b e tte r  
b u sin essm an and the w om en can  
just se ttle  for a pertnersh ip.

Today
In
History

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
T oday is W ednesday, Oct. 14, 

the 287th d ay  o f 1970. T here are  
78 d ays le ft  in the year. 

T od ay’s h igh light in history: 
On th is date  in 1066, N orm ans  

under W illiam  the Conqueror 
d efea ted  the E n g lish  a t the B at
tle  of H astin gs .

On th is  d a te—
In 1644, the founder of P enn

sy lvan ia , W illiam  P en n , w as  
born in London.

In 1890, D w ight D. E isenh ow 
er w a s  born in D ennison, T ex.

In 1939, during World War II, 
it w a s  d isc lo sed  that a G erm an  
subm arine had sunk the British  
battlesh ip  R o y a l Oak, w ith a 
lo ss  o f so m e  800 lives .

In 1944, B r i t is h  a n d  G r e ek  
tr o o p s  l ib e r a te d  A th e n s  fr o m  
G erm an occu pation  forces.

In 1949, Sov iet occupation au 
thorities in G erm any set up an 
E a st G erm an puppet s ta te  w ith  
headq uarters in E a st  B erlin .

Ten y e a rs  a g o : The U nited  
S ta tes  w a s  rep orted  planning an  
em bargo  on exports to Cuba.

F iv e  y e a rs  ago: A D ecem b er  
draft ca ll for 45,000 m en  w a s  an
nounced. It w a s  the b iggest  
d raft caD s in c e  the Korean w ar.

One y e a r  a g o : T he first inajor  
d esegrega tion  su it in the North
e a st  w a s  filed  by the Ju stice  D e 
partm en t a g a in st the W aterbu- 
ry , Q )nn., school sy stem .

Adm. Rickover 
Was Serious

M em bers of a H ouse appropri
ations sub com m ittee  recently  
laughed at the rem ark s of a star  
w itn ess  who w as describ ing oper
ation s in the Pentagon. But the 
speaker, V ice Adm. H ym an R ick 
over, the sa lty  outspoken scien- 
tist-sailor, failed to s e e  anything  
funny about the situation. The 
con gressm en  fa iled  to under
stand that the adm iral w a s  dead 
ly serious. In v iew  of Adm. 
R ickover's  su c c e ss  in prodding 
the N avy  into the nuclear age. 
perhaps he should be assign ed  
to correcting  the fau lts he cr itic 
ized.

Adm. R ickover told the sub
c o m m ittee  that m uch of the 
P entagon  activ ity  w as a d ev ice  
for e m p lo y ees  to m ak e work 
for each  other and that he would  
rid the building of at le a st half 
its em p loyees. He said he would 
on tw o s u ccess iv e  M ondays fill 
the first two floors of the build
ing w ith a sufficient num ber of 
w orkers to do the required tasks  
and rope off the two top floors. 
The adm iral a lso  w as critica l of 
the Portsm outh  N aval Shipyard  
and said  that “ if the N avy  a ss ig n 
ed construction on one of the 
new high-speed subm arin es to 
Portsm outh, it probably would 
cost $40 to $70 m illion m ore than 
construction in a private  y a r d  "

\V(' su sp ec t  th e r e  is t r u t h  in 
what  Adm R ic k o v e r  said,  a nd  
like him.  we don ' t  (Ind it overlN 
h u m o r o u s  Hnuston i T c \  ■
Chnini c lc

M ARK M EH ALIC, Soph., Port
sm outh , V a.— If w om en  put their  
m in ds to it I th ink th ey  should be 
in b u sin ess  fie ld s  b ecau se  m ore  
and m ore  are  n eed ed  to carry  on 
a so c ie ty  o f a c tiv it ie s .

E D  A L LE N , Soph., Portsm outh, 
V a.— I think w om en are capable  
of holding a top b u sin ess position  
but the true bu sin ess  of a fem ale  
is caring for the hom e.

THE

B E T SY  SM ITH, Soph., R ocky  
M ount, N .C .— I don’t think 
w om en should hold m e n ’s jobs. A 
top position is for a m an  and it 
tak es  a w a y  fem in in ity  if she  
takes the w ork.

09-
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W.H. AUDEN'S  
COMMONPLACES

A re you a notebook keeper? happened irr Chapel Hill la st 
N athaniel H aw thorne w as and in w eek? A m a le  cheer leader  w as  
his life t im e  he turned m uch of shaven of h is  responsib ilities  
w hat he w rote in his notebooks b ecau se  he w ould n’t cut h is  hair, 
into som e profit for h im self and A fte r  m u c h  s c o r c h in g  
uncountable hours of p leasurab le  d isagreem en t, one of the e ld ers of 
reading for the world. M uch  
about the m an  w a s  revea led  
w h en  h is  fa m o u s  p e r so n a l  
notebooks w ere  published.

A m odern notebook keeper is  
W. H. Auden, one of tod ay’s m ost 
frequently read  poets. Instead  of 
m erely  scraw lin g  “ How tr u e !” in 
the m argin  o f a page  of print, Mr.
Auden cop ies  the p a ssa g e  in h is  
com m on p lace  book.

T he d ictionary s ta te s  that a 
com m on p lace  book is  “ a book  
c o n ta in in g  m e m o r a n d a  of  
p a s s a g e s  or e v e n ts  for  
re fer e n c e .” Such notebooks w ere  
once kept by  m an y  sch olars, 
poets, and g en era l read ers.

Auden is  now  com m ercia liz ing  
on h is  person al com m on place  
book. V iking P r e ss  h as  just 
pubhshed h is  “ A Certain World:
A C om m on place B ook .” The 
volu m e of 438 p a g e s  se lls  for 
$10.00 .

P ra y  teU who in the world  
w ants to p a y  ten dollars to read  
“co p y in g s” from  a  m ultitude of 
sources?  M any perhaps w ill, 
s in ce  Auden is  som ew h at con 
troversia l.

The purpose of th ese  com m en ts  
is not to se ll  “ A Certain W orld.”
M oreover, I should w ish  that 
m ore of our read ers kept com 
m on place books of their own, 
keeping th em  in their pockets for 
quick atta inm ent.

One ad van tage  m a y  be few er  
student a ss ig n m en ts  forgotten.
Another m a y  be a m ore  con 
v e n ie n t  p la c e  to s c r ib b le  
biological functions rather than  
on the tops o f m y  d esks in the  
classroom .

Trashy Books and Money
Som eone h as  now sta ted  that 

pornographic bu sin ess  brings in 
around two billion dollars an
nually . Other exp erts  s e t  the  
figure a t f iv e  h u n t e d  m illion.

B ig  figu res?  Y es, and a lso  not

the u n iversity  took the b lam e, 
had th e  young m an  reinstated , 
and the c a se  w a s  d ism issed .

Youth is  a  wonderful th ing  
th ese  days; i t ’s  a sh am e i t ’s  often  
w asted  on youn g people.

CAMPUS'

WINDOW

B y E A RL  H. PA R K E R  

Y ou m a y  not have  thought 
a b o u t i t ,  b u t y o u  a r e  a 
p h ilo so p h e r . J o h n  B a i l le e  o f  
E dinburgh w a s  one of the m ost 
ab le  theologians of the tw netieth  
century. It w a s  his habit to tell h is  
students o f th eo logy  that “every  

m an is  a th eo log ian ,” that “every  
m an has id ea s  about G od,” that 
the ta sk  o f th eo log ica l courses is  
not to m ak e  th eo log ians but to 
m ak e theology inform ed and  
consistend. E v ery  m an a lso  has  
id e a s  a b o u t  r e a l i t y ,  h u m a n  
nature, the good life , beauty, 
truth, po litics, and the like. Will 
R o g e r s  h ad  c o m m o n s e n s ic a l  
id eas  bout n early  everyth ing, 
articu lated  his id eas  in hom espun  
w ords, and de ligh ted  m y  fa th er ’s 
generation . In our own day Hugh 
H efner has m a n y  av id  read ers of 
his influentia l but superifc ia l 
“ P la y b o y  P h i l s o p h y .”  T he  
P layboy  h a s h is  philosophy of 
life. E v ery  m an  does. E v ery  one  
has his id eas  about life . In this 
sen se  you a re  a philosopher.

B ut w hat kind of philosopher  
are  you? Is your philosophy  
adequate? A re your id eas  con 
s isten t and w ithout contradiction, 
are  they inform ed and reasoned?  

_  _  _  P h ilosophy litera lly  m ean s “love

^eeable^ as te'iBceuracyirOne'? ”

P A T T I F O R D H A M , F r e s h . ,  
C hesap eak e, V a .— I d isagree . 
W omen a r e  a in telligent a s  m en; 
w om en can  do anyth ing that m en  
can do.

A U D R E Y  W IL L IA M S, S o p h ., 
M osely, V a .— I defin ite ly  think 
they are  fitted . M ainly becau se  
they are m ore  effic ien t and m ore  
p recise . Oh! T hey are.

S T E V E  B O Y E T T E , S o p h ., 
Portsm outh, Va —M ost w om en  
don't have the in itiative  to try to 
get a top position in the business  
world, b ecau se  th ey  are worried  
about hom em ak in g  and fam ily  
plannint;.

L ast year  our C hapel-Assem bly  
w a s  m a r k e d  by  n u m e r o u s  
disp lays o f im m aturity . As the 
incom ing president at that tim e, I 
sen t a m em o  dated  M ay 11, 1970 
to all Sophom ore A dvisors w hich  
sta ted  a s  fo llow s:

“ I a m  g lad  to know th at you  
are  one of the chosen  few  who will 
ser v e  as sophom ore advisors this 
com ing fall s em es te r . A ccepting  
th is duty in d ica tes  school spirit 
on your part, and I fee l that you  
are  very  w ell cap ab le  of g iv in g  
the com ing  fresh m en  the proper  
orientation th at th ey  need.

“ One thing that I strongly  
recom m en d sp e c ia l em p h asis  on 
during the orientation period is 
the student conduct on Chapel- 
A ssem b lies . It w as our sad  e x 
p e r ie n c e  th is  y e a r  to  sh o w  
d is r e s p e c t  a n d  im p o lit e n e s s  
to w a r d s  s o m e  o f  our  g u e s t  
speakers. We m u st bear in mind  
that if at an y  tim e w e fa il to pay  
due resp ect and hospitality  to our 
gu ests  w e w ill even tually  p ay  the 
price. If w e w ill not put an end to 
th is  m is b e h a v io r  in  C h ap e l-  
A s s e m b ly ,  s o o n e r  or la te r  
Chowan C ollege w ill have a bad  
reputation. We, the prospective  
alum ni o f Chowan would c er 
tain ly want to be proud of our 
future A lm a M ater. And so  I trust 
you and I can  work together in 
carry in g  out th is task. L«t us se t  
the e x a m p le  o f the right conduct 
and let the fresh m en be guided  
a c cord in g ly .”

In the first issu e  of th is colum n, 
I p r e d ic te d  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  
dissention  and I quote from  that 
i s s u e :

“ As th e  y e a r  p r o g r e s s e s ,  
conflicting v iew s  w ill constantly  
a r ise  w ithin the student ranks. I 
feel that to critic ize  the stu d en ts’ 
shortcom ings is essen tia l. It is 
hoped that in reciprocity , all our 
fellow  students w ill not hesita te  
to critic ize  us, their leaders, and  
g iv e  us their su ggestion s. In the 
sa m e tok en . they should be aw are  
of their respon sib ilities  and have  
enough courage to accept ihem . 
Let them be rem inded that 
how ever ac tiv e  a handful of 
students m a y  be, only a con 
certed  and united effort sup
ported by the student body will 
work o u t"

(Continued on P age  3)

thing Ls certa in  and that is  the  
fact o f the grow th of trashy  
literature.

W hat w ith m o v ie s , te lev ision , 
m a g a z in es  and books, no one 
could deny th at m u ch  of tod ay’s  
world is  cen tered  in the “ sex  
ploitation” b u sin ess.

An editoria l clipped from  the  
“N ash v ille  T en n essea n ” (2-22-70) 
s ta te s  som e shocking (m a y b e )  
new s on the issu e: “ Why is 
pornography good bu sin ess?  Who 
buys it and w hy? The answ er  
cannot l)e p re c ise , but there is 
g en era l a g r ee m e n t w ithin the 
industry th at the bulk of its  
c u s to m e r s  a r e  m id d le c la s s ,  
m id d leaged  m en  and w hite-collar  
a n d  b lu e - c o l la r  w o r k e r s .  
H ym an ’s  book store in D es  
M oines, Iow a, reports that its  
m ost con sisten t cu stom ers are  
the doctors, la w y ers , and dentists  
from  nearby  o ff ice  buildings. The 
ow ner o f the M onim ient Square  
sm oke shop in Portland, M aine, 
said: ‘M y cu stom ers include all 
kinds, but th ere are p lenty  of 
b u sin essm en  who com e in and  
carry  out the books in their  
b r ie fc a se s .’ ”

Thoughts at Random
A n ew  p lay  graced  the s ta g e  in 

K inston la s t w eek en d. The out
door d ra m a , “D iam on ds and  
D e e d s ,” w a s  w ritten  by M rs.

R oger Crook of R aleigh .
Of in terest to  Chowanians is  the  

fact that our M rs. Edith Larson of 
th e  E n g lis h  d e p a r tm e n t  is  
director o f th e  outdoor produc
tion. She and m em b ers of her 
Chowan d ra m a  c la ss  h ave  m ad e  
s ev era l trips to  Kinston recently  
to the K ennedy H om e orphanage  
w h ere the production w a s  staged .

E veryb od y  fe e ls  com pelled  to 
com m ent on long haired l» y s  so 
m y ob servation s  follow:

In > June, 1970, the Suprem e  
Court su sta in ed  the right of two 
W isconsin b oys to w ear their hair 

long.
T he ruling w hich had restricted  

the tw o b oys involved  read: 
“ Hair should be w ash ed , com bed  
and worn so it does not hang  
below  the co llar  line in the back, 
over the e a rs  on the s ide  and  
m u st be above the eyeb row s. 
B oys should be c lean  shaven; 
long sideburns are ou t.”

The boys refu sed  to cut their  
hair, took the c a se  to court, won 
it, and returned to their high  
school the fo llow ing sta tem en t 
from  the G reat White Throne: 
“The right to w ear o n e ’s hair at 
any length or in any desired  
m a n n e r  is  an  in g r e d ie n t  of 
personal freed om  protected by 
the United S ta tes  Constitution.”

Ann have vou heard what

philosophers (th ose  who teach  
and who w rite  about philosophy) 
do not concur unanim ourly on a 
defin ition of philosophy, but the 
m ajority  a g r ee  that philosophy is 
the q u est for the w hole truth.

P h ilosophy d iffers from  the 
individual s c ie n c e s  in its  scope. 
An ind icudial sc ie n c e  has a very  
lim ited  scop e  of inquiry. For  
in stan ce , botany lim its  its  search  
for truth to the study of plant life. 
Philosophy is  u n lim it ^  in its 
scop e. Its fie ld  of inquiry is  the 
w hole o f life. It asks the basic  
questions about a ll of life. What is  
real: the con crete  things of e x 
p erience, the idea, or both? What 
is  hum an nature? Is m an  sim ply  
another an im al?  Is the soul 
im m ortal?  How does the body  
e ffec t the m ind (and v ice-versa )?  
D oes God ex ist?  What is  the 
nature of God? W hat is  the good  
life  for m an? What is  the ideal 
soc ie ty , the id ea l governm ent?  
What is  beauty? How do you 
know? And m ore. Philosophy  
questions e v e r y th in g : the reality  
of God, hum an freed om , and  
everyth ing e ls e  that m ight be  
regarded a s  sa cred  or taboo.

My first philosophy teacher. 
Dr. A.C. R eid of W ake Forest, 
defined philosophy a s  “ the s in 
c ere , fe a r le ss , persistent search  
fo r  tr u th , w h e r e v e r  
m an ifesta tion s  of truth m a y  be 
found.” In the quest for truth 
nothing is  beyond questioning or 
e x a m in in g .  A t h is  b e s t  no 
philosopher is a m ere  skeptic  
(one w ho d en ies  truth) but is a 
seek er  (One who hungers after  
truth). The philosopher seeks  
m oral and sp iritual truth a s  w ell 
as p h ysica l truth. He w ants to  
have the w hole truth and to s e e  it 
c learly . Anything le ss  than the 
whole truth c lea r ly  perce ived  is 
inadequate. P artia l truths and 
half-truths are lik e lie s  in that 
they a r e  m islead in g . They are  
w orse than lie s  in that they are  
deceiv in g . T he objective  of the 
true philosopher is the whole  
truth.

P h ilo so fiiy  is not an easy  
discip line. It requires an open  
m ind and c le a r  thinking. The 
s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y  E n g lis h  
p h ilo so p h e r , F r a n c is  B a co n ,  
pointed out that this requires  
gettin g rid of the ob stac les to 
thought (w hich he ca lled  “ the 
Idols of the M ind” ) . The quest for 
truth n e c ess ita te s  a purging of 
the m ind of im p ed im ents to 
thought. P h ilosophy is hard work.

Philosophy 201 is one of the 
n ew est c ou rses  to be offered at 
Chowan C ollege. It w as offered  
for the first tim e in the second  
session  of su m m er  school. It is 
being presented  for the second

c o n s e c u t iv e  te r m  d u r in g  th e  
current sem este r . It is  a course in 
the history  of frfiilosophy, a study  
of the g rea t id eas  of the g rea t  
th inkers in w estern  civilization . 
It is not a “ sn a p ”  or ea sy  course; 
it is not a “ c r a m ” c o u rse -o n e  
that can  be stuffed  in the skull 
overn ight. On his fir st philosophy  
test paper one student w rote the  
following confession : “ I know  
that through m y  studying w hich  
w as not e n o u ^ ,  I got m ore  
confu sed  than anything e ls e .”

P h ilo so jiiy  requires constant 
study . A cou rse  in  philosophy  
m a y  at fir st b e  confusing and  
even  up setting . Philosophy is  the' 
search  for truth and it tram p les  
upon ill-founded p rejud ices and  
h a lf -b a k e d  id e a s .  W hen m y  
room m ate  and I w ere  about h a lf
w ay  into our fir st course in  
philosophy a t  W ake F o rest , he  
con fessed  to m e  that he did “ not 
a n y  lo n g e r  k n ow  w h a t  to  
b e l i e v e .”  T h e  p u r p o se  o f 
philosophy, h ow ever, is  not to 
confu se or confound. Its purpose  
is to find the truth. My coU ege' 
room m ate d iscovered  w hat he  
could h on estly  b e lieve . Today he  
is the pastor of a B ap tist C!hurch 
in North Carolina.

P h ilosophy 201 is a thought

id eas  of g r ea t th inkers m  order to  
p r o v o k e  th o u g h t or to  g e t  
students to u se , w hat P la to  
ca lled , the “ h igh est facu lty  o f the 
hum an so u l-r e a so n .” On the next 
to the la s t day  o f su m m er school 
a student ask ed  m e , “W hat is  this 
course (P h ilosophy  201) supposed  
to do for u s ? ” I rep lied , “ E x a ctly  
w hat you are  doing. It is  supposed  
to g e t you to th ink, to ask , to  use  
your ju d g m en t.”

Thinking is  hard w ork. You 
m ight v e ry  w e ll wonder w hether  
it is  worth the effort. What then is  
the va lu e  o f philosophy? What 
does philosophy do for one? It has  
been sa id  that “philosophy does  
not bak e b r e a d .” T his is  to  sa y ,  
philosophy h as no tangib le  va lu e  
that ca n  be m easu red  in dollars  
and cen ts. Its va lu e  is  neither an  
econ om ic nor a fin ancial one. It 
has a lso  been observed  that 
“philosophy m a k es  a m an  a 
better b a k er .” This is  to  say , 
philosophy m a k es  one a better  
and w iser  person .

S ocrates, the w ise  old  m an  of 
A th e n s , a s s e r t e d  th a t  “ th e  
un exam ined life  is not worth  
liv in g .” U n less  one knows w ho he  
is , w h ere  he is  headed  and w hy, 
nothing h as  any rea l va lu e  for 
h im . T h r o u g h  an  h o n e s t  
exam ination  o f life  one m a y  find  
out who he is , w h ere h e  is  headed  
and w hy. Then h is  life  is  w ell 
w orth liv ing. T his se e m s  to be a 
very  am p le  rew ard  for the hard  
work of thinking.

You are  a philosopher. Is your 
philoso(A y adequ ate? Are you  
open-m inded and receptive?  If 
n ot, so o n e r  or  la te r  you r  
philosophy w ill be  rent asunder  
by the floodtides of life . Think, 
■n iink high thoughts. Think deep  
thoughts. Think hard.

oiJulile
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Better
And

Better
How doth the busy little  bee?  

Insofar as  w e  know that question  
never w a s  officia lly  answ ered  
back w hen Isa a c  W atts asked  
it a couple of hundred y e a rs  ago. 
But there are  som e encouraging  
s ta tis tic s  now:

A gricultural authorities  report 
that T en n essee 's  1969 honey pro
duction and yie ld  per colony  
w ere the high est s in ce  1951. Pro
duction last year  tota led  3,942,000 
pounds, up 67 per cent. B ee  
colon ies la st year  num bered 146,- 
000 (up 7,000) and the a v era g e  
yield  per colony w as 27 pounds.

How doth the busy bee? Well, 
he or she doth right w ell —  or at 
lea st didth last year. —  N ash 
v ille  (T enn.) B anner


