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A re  You Involved ?
T h ro u g h o u t th e  y e a rs ,  s tu d e n t g o v e rn m e n ts  in h igh schools 

a n d  co lleges h av e  been  b u rd en ed  w ith  m a n y  p ro b lem s. On one 
hand , th e  a d m in is t ra t io n s  of the  re sp e c tiv e  in s titu tions l im it 
th e ir  p o w ers  g re a t ly .  N othing can  be done w ithout d irec t 
a p p ro v a l  of th e  top a d m in is t ra to rs .  On th e  o th e r  h and , s tu d e n t  
g o v e rn m e n ts  a r e  faced  w ith  a  lack  of in te re s t  on th e  p a r t  of the  
s tu d en ts . M ost s tu d e n ts  know  little  o r  no th ing  a b o u t th e  S. G. 
A., i ts  o ffice rs , i ts  pow ers a n d  policies o r  its  a c tiv ities . W hen 
e lec tions a r e  he ld  in the  sp rin g , s tu d e n ts  a r e  u n co n ce rn ed  
ab o u t w ho is ru n n in g , w h a t  he  r e p re se n ts  o r  w h a t  h e  p ro m ises . 
S tuden t g o v e rn m e n ts ,  by th e  m e re  ap p lica tio n  of th e  n am e , 
s im p ly  c an n o t be  e ffec tive  u n less  the  m a jo r i ty  of th e  s tu d e n ts  
b eco m e  in te re s te d  a n d  involved in i ts  a ctiv ities .

If th e  s tu d e n ts  would co o p e ra te  in s tea d  of c rit ic ize  the  
pow ers of th e  S. G. A. w ould b e  u n lim ited . J u s t  im a g in e  w h a t 
w ould be  poss ib le  if all 1,000 of C how an’s s tu d e n ts  got beh ind  
a n y  issue  tak e n  u p  by th e  S. G. A. T he  A d m in is tra tio n  could not 
tu rn  a  d e a f  e a r  to  one th o u san d  voices in unison.

If th e re  is so m e th in g  h e re  you d o n ’t p a r t ic u la r ly  like, tell 
you s tu d e n t leg is la tu re  re p re se n ta t iv e  ab o u t it. B y th e  w ay , in 
c a s e  you d id n ’t know, ev e ry  floor of e v e ry  d o rm  is supposed  to 
h av e  a  re p re se n ta t iv e .  If  h e  o r she  is not doing h is job , find  out 
why. If they  re fu se  to do th e ir  job, re p la c e  th em  w ith  som eone  
who will. T h e  S tuden t L eg is la tu re  h a s  been  m ee tin g  re g u la r ly  
th is s e m e s te r  a n d  m a n y  h a lls  h av e  n e v e r  been  re p re se n ted . 
D avid  T a lto n  c a n  tell you w h e th e r  o r  not y o u r  floor h a s  been 
re p re se n te d . If i t  h a s  not, then  i t ’s  t im e  fo r action .

I t ’s up  to you to see  th a t  th e  S. G. A. o fficers  live  up  to the  
o a th s  of o ffice  th ey  take . We don’t need  a n y  titleho lders . We 
need  resp o n sb ile , d ed ica ted , h a rd  w ork ing  re p re se n ta t iv e s .

—R ich a rd  Ja c k so n

Some Improvements
W hat a r e  so m e  re a l  n e c e ssa ry  im p ro v e m en ts  fo r  a  sm all 

co m m u n ity , e sp ec ia lly  a  c o m m u n ity  th a t  w e call college. 
R e g a rd le ss  of its  location , fam e , size  o r  a n y  o th e r  specific  
point w h a tso e v er ,  w e—a n d  e v ery o n e  of u s a s  a  m e m b e r  of th is 
college—h a v e  the  s tro n g e s t  r ig h t to g ive  ou r opinions and  
re co m m en d a tio n s  for som e re a so n ab le  p ro g re ss  in our 
co m m u n ity .

B u t u n fo rtu n a te ly , since  I re m e m b e r ,  w h ev e r  in so m e  oc
cas ion  th e  m e m b e rs  of the  college p a p e r ,  SM OKE SIGNALS, 
a sk  an d  in te rv iew ed  a  few s tu d e n ts  a n d  w an t th em  to p re se n t  
som e  of th e ir  sugg estio n s  for g e ttin g  b e t te r  th is  c o m m u n ity  a s  
a  college, u su a lly  the  a n sw e rs  a r e  su ch  a s  “ allow  d rin k in g  on 
cam p u s , h av in g  open d o rm s m o re  often, an d  m o re  d a n ce s  . . . ” 
e tc ., w hich  obviously  show how n a rro w  th ese  bunch of people 
a r e  th ink ing  of im p ro v e m en t for th e ir  com m unity .

C rtic iz ing  th e  s t r ic t  ru les  from  the  college to w ard  s tu d en t 
body is g e tt in g  to be an  old an d  obviously  u se less  sub jec t.  
H ow ever, if the  ru les  a r e  so s tr ic t ,  the  only re a so n  th a t  I c an  
th ink  of is th e  w ay  th a t  fo rm e r  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  b eh av ed , an d  the  
nex t g ro u p  h av e  kep t b ehav ing  in the  s a m e  m an n e r .
R u les w o u ld n ’t be  m a d e  so s t r ic t  if the  s tu d e n t body of the  
college h ad  m o re  qu a lif ica tio n s  for m o re  freedom  a n d  less 
s t r ic t  ru les . N ot being f ru s t ra te d ,  a n d  be ing  young a t  th e  sa m e  
tim e, p ro v es  th e  fa c t  th a t  the  young people  of th is w orld  a re  
m o re  im p o r ta n t  a n d  cap a b le  of doing m o re  c o n s tru c tiv e  th ings 
th an  they  se e m  to be.

My lovely friends , le t  us th ink  of som e re a l  a n d  re liab le  
im p ro v e m en ts  fo r  c o m m u n ity  befo re  i t’s  too la te , for our 
sak es , a n d  th e  n ex t young g e n era tio n  to com e. L e t’s d o n ’t ju s t  
say  “ le t ’s ”  a n d  then  pu t it off, for it w ould n e v e r  g e t done th a t  
way. T hus, l e t ’s  ge t on the  ac tion  a n d  show in te re s t  for som e 
re sp e c tiv e  p ro g re ss  in o u r  lovely cam p u s.

—R eza  S igaroodi

Letters to the Editor

A M an
A M an 
A re a l  m an
An im m o r ta l  m a n ,  w ith  h is s tro n g  m anhood. 
A m a n  who d ies , who cries!
A m a n  w hose  sp ir i t  s ta y s  a live , 

a f te r  his d eath ,
0  yes, A m a n ,  A m an .
A m a n  w ith  h is s tro n g  m anhood.
A m a n  w h o se  s t re n g th  does not die 

w ith in  h im se lf  a t  the  t im e  of y ea r .
W hat a  m an , w ith  no s tre n g th  on h im .
T he  m a n  w ith  h is sould g am e!
T h a t ’s th a t  m an !  . . .
A m an .
A m an  who does not lose h is tem p e r  
At th e  t im e  of troub le .
A m a n  w hose  sp ir i t  is s tro n g  enough.
T h a t  c a n  s ta n d  still,

w hen th e  tro u b le  is up!
W hat is th e  un iq u e  sym bol of m anhood?
His m u s tac h e ?  H is p h ysica l pow er?
Or his Soul a n d  Spirit?
T he cho ice  is yours!  MAN.

To the Editor:
I will like to express my opinion 

on the 1973 Spring Pageant.
I think it was a very nice 

pageant, but I believe the Blacks 
were done wrong. There weren’t 
but two Blacks in the Pageant. I 
am not trying to start a racial 
problem, but to see why a Back 
didn’t get a  placement in the 
pageant. For example, some of 
the Black contestants were good 
and the judges knew it, I believe.

For myself, I know some were 
better than some of the girls that 
were picked as runners-up. Other 
people have complained about 
the same situation. I know you 
can’t win all the time, but it 
seems like a White wins all the 
time.

But I think that the Blacks at 
this school should have their 
share also, don’t you. Blacks?

Right o n !!
—Bor. Otis Matlock

R eza  S igaroodi

Dear Jam es Elliot Moore, Esq.
In your editorial concerning the 

repair work being done to the 
h isto ric  McDowell Columns 
building, you mentioned how the 
A dm in is tra tion  and news 
agencies upon campus were free 
in m is-using the word 
’restoration’ in place of the word 
‘renovation’. According to you, 
this was a big misnomer, but 
accord ing  to the A m er ic an  
H er i t ag e  Di c t iona ry  of the 
Eng l i sh  L a n g u a g e  (Copyrite  
1969) pag es  1102 and 1108 
respectively, it defines renovate 
as, “ to restore to an earlier 
condition; improved by repairing 
or remodeling” ; it also defines 
the word restoration as, “the act 
of putting someone or something 
back into a prior position, place 
or condition. That which has been 
restored, such as a renovated 
building.” It therefore appears 
that due to the nature of the 
above definitions, in that they 
both use the opposite word in 
their definition, it seems that 
both words are  interchangeable 
and there exists no difference. So, 
it seems that the Administration 
was not wrong in using the word 
‘restoration’ for the work being 
done to McDowell Columns.

You also pointed out how 
disgusted you were with the fact 
that ‘original arches, windows 
and sta irs’ have been removed or 
altered along with the removal of 
the back porch. I apologize in that 
I cannot share in your grievances 
of such tragic historical, ar- 
chitectual losses. The present 
work being done on the building is 
for the purpose to make the 
building structurally sound and 
have enough support to stand a 
few more years so that people 
like you can be awe inspired by 
its majesty. I suppose too, ac
cording to your definition of 
renovation that the college should 
not only go so far as to resotre the 
architecture of the college to its 
past basis, but also go back to 
having hand w ater pum ps, 
kerosene oil lamps, horse and 
buggies, and ‘Johnny houses’. 
Oh! and most of all to achieve 
total re s to ra t io n —the college 
must revert back to becoming an 
all girls school and one again 
bear the name Chowan Baptist 
Female Institute. If this were the 
case, I would have to sadly in
form you, Mr. Moore, that the 
college would lack your esteemed 
presence due to the fact that it 
would be an all girl school.

I am  not advocating  the 
com plete des tru c tio n  of Mc
Dowell Columns—for it is a 
historical landmark and symbol 
of Chowan College. But, I am 
suggesting  th a t  the Ad

ministration should do its best 
with present finances to keep this 
building in good shape, but not to 
the point that it prevents funds 
being allocated for other more 
important needs. Such urgent 
th ings as sc ience labora tory  
equipment for our new science 
building—test tubes, chemicals 
and microscopes, etc.; a  new 
gym nasium  and a th le tic  
equ ipm ent; desks and much 
more. These more pressing needs 
can b e tte r  accom plish  the 
requirements of helping students 
achieve a college education in the 
20th century better than an ar
c h i t e c t u r a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l  
renovated building into original 
1852 appearance.

You mention how the Board of 
Trustees should be shocked a t the 
present status of this historical 
landmark and how they should 
strive to renovate it back into its 
1852 appearance. I ’m sure that 
they would be more than pleased 
to comply with you request if you 
or someone donated them the 
necessary funds to do so.

The only other grievance I have 
to your editorial is that of the title 
of Esquire. It appears that you, 
too, have made the same mistake 
that you have accused the Ad
ministration of doing—that is the 
misusage of words. According to

W eb s t e r ' s  T h i rd  New In - J  
t e r n a t i o n a l  D i c t i o n a r y ^
(Copywright, 1969) page 776, the 
word esquire is defined as, 
“Esquire is a m em ber of the 
E nglish  g e n try  rank ing  im 
mediately below a  knight; a 
candidate for knighthood serving 
as a shield bearer to and a t
tendant for a knight; used as a 
title of courtesy that is usually 
placed in its abbreviated form 
after the surnam e in written 
address and that is infrequent 
and of no precise significance in 
the U.S.” So, it seems that ac
cording to the above definition— 
since we no longer live in the days 
of knighthood and chivalry and 
that it is not significant in the 
U.S.—your usage of the word 
Esquire is a  gross misnomer.

My only suggestion to you Mr. 
Moore is that you gather your 
history books, historical artifacts 
and proudly carry  you shield of 
Moore heritage and bear your 
sword of Esquire mounted upon 
your noble stead Antiquity to 
become the modern-day Don 
Quixote. To go out and conquer 
the evils of a warped society, of 
which I am  a m ember, that is no 
longer interested in the dusty 
cobwebs of the past.

Sincerely,
Steve Bennett

Happiness Is . . .
By SH E R I L E E  M cK E E

Do you know  w h a t I like?
I like  to sm ile . I like  to laugh. I like  to m a k e  o th e rs  laugh . I 

like to ru n  b a re fo o t th rough  the  g ra ss .  I like to g e t out of c lass  
e a r ly  a n d  r id e  m y  b ike on a  sunny  day . M ost of a ll, I ju s t  like to 
feel co n ten t a n d  happy.

W hat does it tak e  to feel co n ten t o r  hap p y ?  A ccord ing  to an  
old c liche, h ap p in e ss  is “ d iffe ren t th ings to d iffe re n t p eo p le” . 
F o r  those  on the  c ig a re t te  co m m e rc ia ls ,  its  a  cool m en tho l 
sm oke . F o r  those  of the  b e e r  co m m e rc ia ls ,  “ B u d w ise r m ak e s  
it r ig h t” . I ’ll tell you w h a t k eeps m e  h ap p y  a n d  c o n ten t a ll  of 
the  t im e  an d  I don’t  even  h ave  to go b roke , g e t a  h a n g o v e r  or 
tak e  a  c h an c e  on ge ttin g  can cer . Since th is is R elig ious E m 
p h asis  W eek, y o u ’ve p ro b ab le  a lre a d y  g u essed  w h a t  it is. Yep, 
God k eeps m e  h ap p y  an d  co n ten t—ev en  in th is c ra z y  m ix ed  up 
w orld.

If you’ll p a rd o n  the  expression , God is like  “ a  b r id g e  over 
t roub led  w a te r s .”  T hink abou t it. T h a t  b r id g e  is a lw ay s  there , 
tw enty-four a  day , an d  d oesn ’t  cost a  thing. To g e t th is  h a p 
p iness, you h av e  to be lieve  in God a s  y o u r sav io r, o r  re sc u e r ,  
b ecau se  th a t ’s w h a t  he  is—he sa v e s  a n d  re sc u es  you fro m  all 
of y o u r m is ta k e s  an d  w a tch es  o v er you w hen  y o u ’re  in trouble . 
Why don’t you check  it out? I ’d  s u re  h a te  to m iss  ou t any  
longer. C h ris t ia n s  a r e n ’t p e rfec t—w e c a n ’t be  p e rfe c t  any  
m o re  th an  you can . We h a v e  ju s t  a s  m u ch  fun a s  non- 
C hris tians, too—only ou rs  is a  lasting  happ iness .

I love God an d  I know th a t  he  loves m e. W hat could m a k e  
anyone  m o re  h ap p y  th an  to know th a t  out of m illions and  
trillions of people , God, the  u l t im a te  being in the  un iverse , 
c a re s  ab o u t YOU?
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