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Champ Champion wins NCPSA Paper competition
LAURA PHILLIPS  

Staff Writer

Dar] “ C h a m p ” C h a m p i o n  Jr., 

a s e n i o r  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  m a j o r  at 

M e th o d i s t ,  r e c e n t l y  w o n  th e  2 0 0 4  

T r o u t m a n - R a i n e y  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  

P a p e r  C o m p e t i t i o n .

C h a m p i o n ’s p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  

“ F a c t o r s  th a t  A f f e c t  the  E le c t i o n  

o f  F e m a l e  S ta te  L e g i s l a t o r s ” 

r e v e a l e d  th a t  w o m e n  a re  j u s t  as 

l ik e ly  a s  m e n  to  w in  e l e c t io n s  but  

th a t  f e w  w o m e n  run  fo r  o f f ice .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  

f e m a le  c a n d id a t e s ,  C h a m p io n  

c o n d u c t e d  a s tu d y  th a t  a n s w e r e d  

th e  q u e s t i o n ,  “ W h a t  t y p e s  o f  

s t a t e s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e ly  to  h a v e  a 

h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f e m a le  

l e g is l a to r s ? ”

H is  s tu d y  id e n t i f ie d  th ree  

d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  in a s ta te  tha t

d i s c o u r a g e  f e m a le  ca n d id a te s  

f ro m  .seeking leg is la t ion .  T hese  

s e t - b a c k s  in c lu d e d :  a la rge  n u m ­

b e r  o f  r e s id e n ts  w h o  iden t i fy  w ith  

a p a r t i c u la r  r e l ig io n ,  a la rge  

B a p t i s t  p o p u la t io n  and  a la rge  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  w o m e n  m arr ied .

C h a m p i o n ’s s tudy  also  

u n v e i l e d  the  fac t  tha t  the re  are

pow erfu l  societal  fac tors  such  as 

e duc a t ion  that can play a ro le  in 

the p ercen tage  o f  female  le g is la ­

tion.  His  p ape r  p roved  tha t  s ta te s  

that had a large p e rc en ta g e  o f  

fem ales  with a col lege educa t ion ,  

tended  to have more  female  

legislators.

C h a m p io n ,  w ho  w as  

unaw are  about  the com pet i t ion ,  

w'as en te red  in by Dr. Z iegler .

Dr. Ziegler ,  w h o  is the as soc ia te  

p ro fesso r  o f  poli tical sc ience  and 

the  head o f  the D ep a r tm en t  o f  

G o v e rn m e n t  S tudies ,  s ta ted,  

“ C h a m p ’s p ape r  is one  o f  the bes t  

s tu d e n t  p ap e r s  1 have e v e r  read.  

His  p ape r  w as  well  o rg an iz ed  and 

he did an exce l len t  jo b  on l ink ing  

theory  with s ta t is t ics  to p rove  his 

f)oints.”

Ziegler  believes that 

C h a m p io n ’s p aper  had the qual i ty  

and  w o rk m an sh ip  o f  that o f

g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  p ap e r ,  which is the 

m a in  r e a s o n  w h y  he dec ided to 

e n t e r  C h a m p i o n ’s p a p e r  into the 

T ro u t rn a n -R a in e y  Competit ion.

S p o n s o r e d  by  the North 

C a r o l in a  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie nce  .Asso­

c ia t io n ,  the  T ro u tm an -R a in e y  

C o m p e t i t i o n  is h e ld  eve ry  year 

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  the  competi t ion  

r e c e i v e s  a $ 1 0 0  r e w a r d  and 

h o n o r a b l e  m e n t io n  at the annual 

N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P o l i t i ca l  Science 

A s s o c i a t i o n  B a n q u e t .

A s  fo r  C h a m p io n  and his 

p la n s  a f t e r  M a y  g rad u a t io n ,  he 

w il l  a t t e n d  law  s c h o o l .  After 

a p p ly in g  to  f iv e  d if fe ren t  law 

s c h o o l s  a n d  a c c e p t e d  by each, 

C h a m p i o n  d e c i d e d  to  take a merit 

s c h o l a r s h i p  a t  G e o r g i a ' s  Mercer 

U n iv e r s i t y  L a w  S c h o o l ,  where he 

will  b e  a t t e n d i n g  th is  fall. It 

s e e m s  as  t h o u g h ;  l ife  m ust  be 

g o o d  in th e  l ife  o f  a “ Champion .”

Rice speaks to Sept. 11 commission

LORENA NAVA  

Contributing Story/U-Wire

(U-WIRE) SAN DIEGO —
N ational  Secur ity  A d v ise r  

C o n d o le e z z a  Rice  tes t if ied  T h u r s ­

d ay  befo re  the  .special c o m m iss io n  

in ve s t iga t ing  the Sept.  11 at tacks.  

S h e  d e f e n d e d  the B u sh  

adm in is t ra t ion’s handl ing  o f  the 

a t tacks  d u r in g  h e r  q u es t io n in g  by 

the  1 0 - m e m b e r  panel .  R i c e ’s 

t e s t im o n y  revea led  the  n a m e  o f  the 

p r e s id e n t ’s  dai ly  b r ie f ing  repor t  —  

o r  P D B  —  d u r in g  h e r  t im e befo re  

the  co m m iss io n .  T h e  A ug .  6 P D B  

w a s  ti tled “ B in  Laden  D ete rm ined  

to  A t ta c k  Ins ide  the U n i te d  S ta te s ,” 

R ice  sa id .  A c c o r d i n g  to  a U .S .

intelligence 

official inter­

v iewed by The 

Los Angeles  

Times,  the 

actual title was 

“ Bin Laden 

D etermined to 

Str ike in U.S .” 

In an interview 

w ith  National  Public  Radio ,  c o m ­

m iss ion  m e m b e r  Richard  Ben- 

Venis te ,  a D em o c ra t  and former  

W ate rga te  p rosecu tor ,  .said only  

tw o  m e m b e r s  o f  the panel were  

ab le  to  v ie w  the d o c u m e n t  pr ior  to 

R ic e ’s testimony.  A fter  the hear ing’s 

conclusion,  Com m iss ion  Chairman 

T h o m a s  K ean ,  the fo rm er  Repub li ­

c an  N e w  Je rse y  governor ,  sa id  he 

h o p e d  the  W hi te  Hou.se w ould  

dec lass ify  the Aug.  6 P D B  for 

further  review by the commission.  

B y  T hursday  evening,  the White  

H o u se  r ep o r ted  it p lanned  to make 

the P D B  pub lic  with in  the near 

future .  D ur ing  her  tw'o hours before 

the c o m m iss io n .  Rice also  answered 

qu es t io n s  based  on  s ta tem ents  

m a d e  by  R icha rd  Clarke,  fo rm er

czar o f  counterterrorism for the 

White  House who previously 

testified before the group. Rice 

supported the Bush administration 

and specified the nature o f  the 

intelligence received in 2001. ’’The 

threat reporting that we received in 

the spring and sum m er  o f  2001 was 

not specific  as to time, nor  place, 

nor manner  o f  at tack,” she said. 

“Almost all o f  the reports focused 

on al Qaeda activities outside o f  the 

United States. Most often,  though, 

the threat reporting was frustratingly 

vague.” Rice refuted statements 

made by Clarke,  asser t ing  he asked 

to speak with the president on 

terrorist  threats. Rice said “ not once 

during  this per iod” did Clarke ask 

for time with the president. While  

many o f  the Republican members  o f  

the group had been  mostly  suppor t ­

ive o f  R ice’s presence, former 

Illinois governor James Thompson 

asked w hy  no action w as  taken 

after  the October  2000  b om bing  o f  

the USS Cole near  Yemen. Rice 

responded by saying the Bush 

administrat ion didn’t want to handle

a t ta c k s  o n  a c a s e -b y - c a s e  basis 

and  in s te a d  o p te d  for  a more 

s t ra teg ic  p lan .  In response ,  Thomp­

son  a sk ed  h o w  m a n y  at tacks would 

w ar ra n t  an  ac t  o f  war.  Rice then 

s ta ted  the  p re s id e n t  w as  “ tired of 

sw at t ing  f l ies” and  sought to create 

a b ro a d  p la n .  F o r m e r  Sen. Bob 

K er rey  ( D - N e b . )  then  asked Rice 

w h e n  the  p re s id e n t  had e v e r  “.swat­

ted a fly  w h e n  it c a m e  to al Qaeda” 

and  a s k ed  w h y  the government 

h a d n ’t r e s p o n d e d  to  the USS Cole 

a t tack.  A c c o r d i n g  to the Chicago 

T ribune ,  the  au d ie n c e  applauded 

Kerrey w h e n  he cri ticized military 

o p e r a t io n s  in Iraq.  He then pressed 

R ice  a b o u t  the  use o f  force in Iraq, 

but not in re ta l ia t ion  against the 

C o le  a t tacks .  R ice  responded with 

a s t a te m e n t  o f  h e r  o w n .  ” r m  aware, 

Mr. K er re y ,  o f  a sp e e c h  that you 

g a v e  at that  t im e  that  sa id  that 

p e rh a p s  the  b e s t  th in g  that we could 

do  to  r e s p o n d  to  th e  C o le  and to 

the m e m o r ie s  w a s  to  do  something 

a bou t  the  th re a t  o f  S ad d am  

H u sse in ,” R ice  sa id  to audience 

applause .


