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Should the death penalty be legal?
The Way I See It

DARRAN W HITE  

Columnist

It would  be a bad idea to put an 

end to the death penalty. While some 

m ay  a rgue  that the death  penalty  is 

inhumane, 1 would disagree.

I also think it is ironic that some 

o f  the people  w ho  are against  the 

death  penal ty  are in favor  o f  a b o r ­

tions. The irony is in the fact that the 

innocent baby can be disregarded but 

the murderer should be taken care of. 

P lease  forg ive  my little t irade. For 

the sake  o f  th is  a rgum en t  1 will not 

inc lude  peop le  w ho  have had  ab o r ­

tions in my definition o f  murderers.

W hen  som eone  has a disregard 

for  an o th e r  p e r s o n ’s life, the way 1 

see it, th is  pe rson  has  forfe i ted  his 

right to be regarded favorably  in the 

court  sys tem .  1 do not  w an t  to su p ­

port this individual by providing tax 

m o n e y  to h im  to go to college  and

have free room and 

b oard .  Now, b e ­

fore you think I’m in 

favor of, as so e l ­

egantly  sta ted on a 

t-shirt, “killin’em all 

a n d  l e t t i n g  G o d  

so r t ’em o u t ,” I am 

not. The death pen­

alty should  only be 

enforced in e.xtreme 

circumstances.

Now' the ques ­

tion arises, what is 

an extreme c ircum ­

stance? An extreme 

m u rd e r  w o u ld  in ­

volve one or  more 

o f  the fo l lo w in g :  

m a l i c e ,  m u l t i p l e  

murders, mutilation 

or  lack o f  remorse.

I could list som e examples  of  these 

extreme murders but 1 think my read­

ers could come up with some graphic 

ideas on their own. Go ahead think 

o f  a few' and then read the rest of  my 
article.

H a v e  
you gotten an 

image in your 

mind? Good 

(1 knew you 

could).

Now this 

p e r s o n  has  

b e e n  c o n ­

victed of mur­

der by w ha t ­

ever atrocity  

you  c h o s e  

(maybe a m a­

licious multiple 

m u r d e r  tha t  

involved muti- 

l a t i o n ) .  If  

there were no 

death penalty 

then this per ­

son would be 
given free room and board for the rest 

of his life. All this will be paid for with 

your tax money.

For some this is good. They 
feel that a life in prison is harder for 

the person to endure. The argument
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It w o u ld  be a b ad  id e a  to put 

an en d  to the dea th  penalty .  W hile  

so m e  m ay  a rgue  that  the death  

penalty  is inhum ane ,  I would  

d isagree.

I a lso  th ink  it is ironic  that 

so m e  o f  the  p e o p le  w ho  are 

aga ins t  the dea th  pena l ty  are in 

f av o r  o f  abor t ions .  T he  irony is in 

the fact that the innocen t  baby 

can be d is re g a rd e d  but  the m u r ­

d e re r  s h o u ld  be tak en  care  of.

Plea.se forgive my little 

t i rade .  For  the  sak e  o f  this  

a rgum en t  I wil l  not include people  

w h o  have had abo r t ions  in my 

defin it ion o f  murderers .

W h e n  so m e o n e  has  a d i s r e ­

ga rd  for  a n o th e r  p e r s o n ’s life, the 

w ay  I see it, th is  p e rson  has

forfe i ted  his right to be regarded 

favorab ly  in the court  system. I 

do not  w an t  to suppor t  this 

individual by provid ing tax money 

to him to go to co l lege  and have 

free room  and  board .

Now. before  you think I ’m in 

favor  of,  as so e legan t ly  sta ted on 

a t-shirt, “ kil l in ’em all and letting 

G od  s o r t ’em o u t , ” I am not. The 

death  penalty  should  only be 

enfo rced  in ex trem e c i rcu m ­
stances.

N o w  the ques t ion  arises,  

what  is an ex treme circumstance?  

An ex trem e  murder  would  involve 

one  or  m ore  of  the following: 

malice,  mult ip le  murders , muti la ­

tion  o r  lack o f  rem orse .  I cou ld  
list so m e  exam ples  o f  these 

ex t rem e  m urders  but  I think my 

readers  co u ld  com e  up with som e 

graph ic  ideas  on their  own.

G o  ahead  th ink o f  a few and 

then read  the rest  o f  my article.

H ave you gotten an image in 

you r  m ind?  G o o d  (I knew you

could).

Now this person has been 

convicted o f  murder by whatever 

atrocity  you chose (maybe a 

malicious multiple murder that 

involved mutilation). If there 

were no death penally then this 

person would be given free room 

and board for the rest o f  his life. 

All this will be paid for with your 
tax money.

For some this is good. They  

feel that a life in prison is harder

for the person to endure. The 
argument is they are living in 

confinement and know they will 

never  be able to enjoy the f ree ­

dom s they once had. In essence  

they are living a hollow, vacant 

life, and they will die in a lonely 

deso la te  place.  Boo Hoo.

II the person has this much 

hatred in his heart I think it will 

take them along time before they 

reach this state o f  hopelessness. 

There  are people  who have gotten 

out o f  prison and have committed

is they are living in confinement and 

know they wil l  never  be able to en­

joy  the f reedom s  they once had. In 

essence they are living a hollow, va­

cant life, and they will die in a lonely 

desola te  place.  Boo Hoo.

If the person has this much ha­

tred in his heart I think it will take them 

along time before they reach this state 

o f  hope lessness .  T here  are people 

w ho  have  go t ten  out  o f  prison and 

have co m m it ted  ano ther  crime and 

ended up right back in prison. This 

makes no sense. The punishment for 

crime is a deterrent. It may only be a 

deterrent to innocent people, but that 

is still justification to enforce the death 

penalty. If you take away the fear of 

death for m urder ing  someone, there 

maybe an increase in the number of 

murders.

The  w ay  1 see it, this country 

needs to en fo rce  the death penalty 

and free up some space in the prison 

system to save tax money. The pun­

ishment for  c r im e wil l help keep 

crime from happening .  As always, 

this is simply the way I see it.

ano the r  c r im e  and  ended  up right 

back  in pr ison.

T h is  m a k e s  no sense.  The 

pu n ish m en t  fo r  c r im e  is a deter ­

rent . It m a y  on ly  be a deterrent  

to innocen t  peop le ,  but  that is still 

ju s t i f ica t ion  to enforce  the death 

penalty.  I f  you  take  aw ay  the fear 

o f  dea th  fo r  m u rd e r in g  someone, 

there  m a y b e  an increase  in the 

num ber  o f  murders .

T h e  w ay  I see  it, this  country 

needs  to e n fo rc e  the  death  pen­

alty and  f ree  up s o m e  space in the 

prison sy s te m  to save  tax money. 

The pun ishm ent  for crime will 

help  keep  c r im e  from happening. 

As a lw ays ,  this  is s im ply  the way 

1 see  it.

If you would like to share your opinion 

on this subject or any other past 

subject, please write a “ Letter fo the 

Editor” and send to: 

studentmedia@methodist.edu 

or call 630-7292 with any questions.

mailto:studentmedia@methodist.edu

