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In Memoriam
Its  sad, isn’t it? I suppose you could say th a t 

people a re  people” and leave it a t that. T here  will 
alw ays be those w ho would ra th e r  ride the e levato r 
than  clim b to the  top, and then  having arrived  say, 
“W hat’s so g rea t abou t the view  up  h e re ? ”, and go 
th e ir m erry , unassum ing lifeless way. This world 
is full of people looking for the  lazy w ay o u t o r  the 
qu ickest w ay up. T heir a ttitu d e  is: “I ’ll ge t th ere  
first even if I have to  step  on everyone else to  do 
it.” Look about you—it goes on all the time.

Look about ou r cam pus. W hat do you see 
here?  W hat is college for? P resum ab ly  it is a testing 
g round for life— w hat you get o u t of it  will be 
pix>jx)rtionate to  w hat you p u t in to  it. G rades a re  
im portan t, b u t only as im portan t as th e  know ledge 
you derive from  them .

W hat about those people who cheat—w hat do 
they  get ou t of collegt^ They get o u t of it  exactly  
w hat they  p u t in to  it—NOTHING! Should these 
people be held in contem pt? No, I th ink  not. They 
should, above all, be pitied. W hat a shock w hen 
th e ir  good grades land them  an im portan t job and 
th ey  discover th a t they  don’t know  anything! W hat 
a shock they  have w hen they  find th a t fou r year 
of college p repared  them  only to cheat— and them ­
selves a t that! W hat a shock w hen they  u ltim ately  
find them selves doing w ork  th a t doesn’t even re ­
qu ire  a college degree. A nd im agine the  void which 
is created  w hen they  find th a t they  passed college 
b u t failed them selves. W hen th a t day  a rrives  it
m ust bring w ith it a horrib le , ho rrib le  feeling of
w aste—u tte r  w aste. The res t of u s  could only p ity  
these people—no one w ould even  have  the  h e a rt to 
say, “W e tried  to  tell you— long ago.”

I ^ e r e  is a  saying w hich goes som ething like 
this: “T here  is no sham e in  doing wrong; only in 
getting  caught. How b itte rly  ironic it is w hen you 
finally  ,a£e caught and then  find it is yourself who 
did the  catching. I w ould im agine th a t th is is the  
w orst k ind of hell th e re  could be.

T he old grapevine provided us w ith  tw o com­
p lain ts to  last issues editorial. T he firs t (an ad ­
m in istra tive  one ) w as th a t the  article  projx>sed 
no a lte rn a te  plan o r solution to  the problem . The 
second (a s tuden t) com plained th a t the  “realistic 
look” was unrealistic .

p e  tw o seem  to tie  in  w ith  each other. A ny 
solution w ould have  to  be th e  one to  cease 

cha i^ l. H ere  is w here  the  second 
criticism  comes in. If th is w ere  to  happen, very  
few ^ p l e  w ould bo ther to a ttend  chapel. This 
w ouldn t do because the B oard of T rustees w ouldn’t 
^ p r o v e  and w e’d  havq m andato ry  chapel again, 
^ i s  poses qu ite  a dilem a. W hat can be done'^ 
H ere w e m ust d raw  a line and  say  th a t only one" 

ing be done; th a t is to  continue as w e have in 
th e  past. If the  T rustees feel th a t  the  M ethodist 

d isapprove if the  studen ts in a 
M ethc^ist school d idn ’t a ttend  a reg u la r chapel, 
then  I m afraid  we re  stuck  w ith  it. (Of course, D uke 
U niversity  doesn t count, since it is rela tively  in ­
dependent anyw ay.) H ow ever, this differs sharp ly  
from  w hat m any of us feel should  be done.

A  sy.stem is good only as long as it is beneficial 
to  m ost of those concerned and applies itself eon- 
scientiouly to those concerned (in o th er w ords 
w hen people a re  trea ted  as ends ra th e r  th an  m eans)’. 
Not only is o u r p resen t system  unbeneficial to  m a n y  
It is, m not a few  cases, detrim fintal to  those con­
cerned. ^ i s  is w hy th e  m oral legitim acy is 
questioned. M any of us conten t th a t classes in 
religion and philosophy do fa r m ore in  d irecting  
u s tow ard a h igher goal in  life th an  does chapel 
w hich in m any cases confuses o r destroys goals.’ 
N eed it be said th a t m ore than  one person here  has 
been h eard  to say; “I don’t partic ipa te  in  chapel 
services because the  ve ry  n a tu re  of it  is so mis-
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d irec ting  th a t  I get no th ing  from  it.” H ow  m any 
people did you see las t T hursday  (or T uesday) 
w ho w eren ’t  singing o r even saying th e  L o rd ’s 
P ra y e r?

Should an im age be  pro tec ted  o r a  system  be 
deleted?

I ’m  afraid  m y friends th a t w h a t should  be done 
and w h a t can be  done a re  tw o d ifferen t th ings and 
th a t th is  discourse m u st end on a sad note: th e  
decision is no t in  o u r  hands. P e rh ap s som eone will 
heed  th is w arn ing  and do som ething.

W ell, w h a t d id you  fo r k icks today? M um ble 
abou t the  adm instra tion  ov er y o u r evening m eal? 
G ripe abou t o u r  inep t professors, s tuden t govern ­
m ent, m ain tenance staff and c ^ e te r ia  personal 
w hile you litte red  u p  a snack b a r  tab le  w hich you 
had  no in ten tition  of cleaning up?  R e trea t to  your 
dorm s and bem oan and bew ail th e  lack of activities 
here , w hile you m enta lly  canceled o u t n ex t w eek’s 
dance, ath letic  events, gnd concert?  S it around  and 
w onder w hen those—fools in  th e  new spaper office 
a re  going to  “b last out* fo r you those th ings which

you don’t  have  enough in te res t o r in testina l fo rti­
tude  to  say  yourself? S n arl a t all those “tow ns­
people” w andering  a round  c lu ttering  th e  halls and 
p ark ing  lots and  a ttend ing  s tu d en t concerts and 
lec tu res  a t w hich th ey  ou tn u m b er the  s tuden ts  ten  
to  one?

W ith im provem ent th is college could be nothing 
sh o rt of great. I t  is th e  d u ty  of all of u s  to  voice o u r 
o p u ^ n s  abou t o u r  concerns—political, adm inis­
tra tive , s tu d en t o r w hatever. I t  is o u r  r ig h t to  c riti­
cize and to  assert ourselves—this is how  th ings a re  
accom plished. I t  is u p  to  u s  to  m ake coUege w hat 
w 6 ^ t to  be. A  com m on com plaint h e a rd  h e re  is th a t 
th is is m ore like a h igh school th an  a  college. E v ery ­
one jo ins in  to  chim e th is  and. th en  sits a round  to  
w ait fo r som eone to  do som ething abou t it— and 
th e  sad tlung  is th a t w hen  som eone does try  to 
do som ething, th ey  can coun t on the  re s t of th e  
s tuden t body to  sit back, s ta re  id ly  in to  space, and 
do and say nothing. This new spaper is doing all 
it can fo r you b u t it can’t  do it alone. If you  a re  
so m entally  inconipetent and gutless th a t you can ’t 
express any  opinion at all, theii .Jm ly w onders if 
you ’re  w orth  w asting tim e over! N ot only do  you 
refuse to  voice y o u r  ow n opinion—^you even  refuse 
to  com m ent on th e  efforts of those w ho do. T here 
have been exactly  th ree  le tte rs  to  th e  ed ito r this 

A pparen tly  you ju s t don’t  care, and p re ttv  
soon w e of th e  DEC^REIE m ight q u it caring. I t  would 
certa in ly  m ake o u r job  m uch  easier—^physically 
and m entally .

O nce m ore w e plead w ith  you—Voice your 
opinions—  it doesn’t  m a tte r  how. A ttack  us if you

 -God know s i t ’s a t least a start! If  th e re  are
things w hich you w ant, you m ust w ork  to  get them  
—no one can go it alone—not th e  DECREE; not 
Doc Stephens, no t the  adm inistration.

R eticence will only produce stagnation  and we 
a re  the  ones w ho m ust live in  o u r own slime.

. . . Just A 
Few Words

By Melvin Dowdy

“ You can’t tell a book by its 
cover” is an old, accepted ad­
age not necessarily true. Another 
philosopher remarked that boods 
which wore signs of wear must 
be valuable to some reader. 
Other books, whose covers and 
pages were still neat, clean, and 
unused were either new or of 
little necessity.

The Holy Bible is found in 
most homes and remains on the 
“ best se lle r” index. Too many 
Bibles retain that unused, un­
disturbed, unread appearance and 
are  of little consequence to their 
owners. Such a book only has 
meaning, significance, value, and 
signs of much wear, when read 
daily and studied systematically.

“ Man cannot live by bread alone, 
but by every work of God.” 
Luke 4:04 

Melvin D. Dowdy

Ripples
Response To 

Last Issue

By Dodie Waters

The class of ’68 has one 
unsung hero -  Mr. PhilSessoms. 
He wrote to “ Upperclass­
man Waters” and attempted to 
polite English his thoughts per­
taining to the Oct. 16 Ripples. 
As his letter was not 100% po­
tent, the dull parts have been 
omitted and the “ pearls” pre­
sented for the freshmen’s delight.

“ ..I would like to thank you 
very much for the little article 
that you put in the—Decree. We 
certainly appreciate some of the 
names you gave us ( the freshman 
class) and I would like to give 
you a few names myself but I 
am afraln that I would be ex­
pelled from this beloved campus 
if I put them in print.

I would like to inform you 
that It is hard enough, as you 
well know, for us to get ac­
quainted with this campus with­
out a few of the upperclassmen 
bearing down our necks and call­
ing us infantile nam es--There are 
many of us, a majority of us, 
that accepted the rules put down 
for us by the upperclassmen 
until some of the upperclassmen 
got out of hand.

How can you take it on your­
self to hand down judgment on 
a group in which only a minority 
are at fault.

If you don’t like this reply. 
I’m glad because I didn’t like 
your artlcle..Phil Sessoms”

On the contrary, Mr. Sessoms 
your le tter was most enlighten­
ing and welcomed. P ress  dead­
lines make it necessary to write 
this column more than one week 
in advance. I must aowiit, that by 
the t in e  of press release the 
attitutdes had greatly improved.

The class of ’68 has a lot 
to offer at Wesleyan.

Wesleyan’s halls never looked 
as good as they did this year 
during freshman , election wedJ. 
The election proyed to all t ^ t  
the freshmen aye:.interested in 
Wesleyan and an;xIous to help 
make her great. The freshman 
class Is the largest class at 
Wesleyan-there’s no reason why 
she couldn’t be the greatest.


