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Our '^Well Protected" Campus
In the fall of 1964 some person or persons of the campus 

administration deemed it necessary to add a security offi
cer to the staff at Wesleyan and to add a few more dollars 
to the rising tuition of the student.

With this new addition came new problems. One of the 
most apparent concerns the “arsenal” that is at present in 
the pos.session of our campus officer.

There are two major categories in which criticism of 
this system fall. First, is such artillery needed on campus? 
Second, if it is needed, is our campus policeman using this 
privilege in a responsible manner?

In response to the first query we must say that a .38 
pistol, a high-powered rifle and a 12 gauge sawed-off shot
gun seem more appropriate for Viet Nam than for our 
community. It does seem entirely out-of-place to have a 
heavy-armed p>oliceman on a small church-supp>orted col
lege campus. In answer to the retort that Mr. Downing 
also acts as a constable both for the campus and the local 
community we must hasten to point out that he is paid by 
the college to ge our security officer.

It is interesting to note that at North Carolina Statr 
and East Carolina the campus officers do not wear guns. 
Since these two colleges have enrollments many times 
larger than that of Wesleyan then it would certainly seem 
that they require more control. Yet, the heads of these 
institutions do not find it necessary to have pistols hang
ing from the hips of their police. The only thing that can 
be deduced from this evidence is that the Wesleyan stu
dent must be a pretty bad character. Since, in actuality, 
there had been little trouble on campus one can only 
consider the “weaponry” an unjust slur on the student 
body.

The second question that much be considered con
cerns the attitude that our policeman apparently takes 
toward his responsibility as an armed individual. First, it 
is a fact that last year during a water fight our policeman 
took out one of his double-barreled shotguns when some
one dumped water on the “little red wagon.” The Decree 
commented at that time that this gesture seemed both 
unnecessary and dangerous. Second, our security officer 
has carried on target practice behind our campus, a cam
pus where several hundred individuals must walk each 
day. Again, this seems both unnecessary and dangerous. 
Are these responsible actions?

The above argument seems to lead to only one conclu
sion. The present policy must be changed and it must be 
changed quickly. Not only is it completely unnecessary, 
but also, and more important, it is a danger to the citizens 
of the Wesleyan community.—RCK
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Letters To
D ear  Editor;

I would like to com m end the 
w r i te r s  of the two e d i to r ia ls  
appearing  in the D ec re e ’s la s t  
I s su e .  They showed g o o d rea so n -  
ing In th e ir  s ta te m en ts .

The w r i te r  of the f i r s t  ed i 
to r ia l  showed som e of the g re a t  
gift of w riting  that he p o s s e s s e s .  
His topic on the “ cash ing  of 
ch eck s”  needs much c o n s id e ra 
tion on the p a r t  of the students 
in o r d e r  tfti com e up with a b e t t e r  
w orkable plan, esp ec ia l ly  one for 
cash ing  checks when the bu s in ess  
office Is c lo sed ( i.e .  Saturday af
te rnoon  and Sundays). Maybe 
checks aji a  s e t  am ount could 
be. .accepted by college b u siness  
p la ce s  a t these  t im es  fo r  a sm a ll  
am ount, say  between $1 and $5.

The second e d i to r ia l  definitely  
showed Im provem ent o v er  som e 
w ri t ten  la s t  y e a r .  This ed i to r ia l  
s ta ted  a p rob lem  and gave good 
a l te rn a te s  fo r  working out. the 
p rob lem  In' the future* T hese a l 
te rn a te s ,  I am  su re ,  w ill be con
s id e re d .  Unfortunately, ano ther

The Editor
a r t i c le  in the p ap e r  des troyed  
any cons truc tive  objective, that 
the D ecree  m ight have been t r y 
ing to c r e a te — o r  is  the objec
tive rea lly  m eant to be d e s t ru c 
tive?

“ W esleyan As I See It”  
(through my tin ted  g la sse s )  Is 
the a r t i c le  in question. It is  
w ri t te n  by Duffle M onroe, who Is 
supposed to be a co -e d ito r?  The 
ques tion  is ,  co -e d i to r  fo r  what- 
the United G r ip e rs  of A m erica?

The a r t ic le  is ,  a s  was s ta ted  
In the f i r s t  is su e  of the Dfecree, 
in fo rm al and one Does find any- 
thing and every th ing  in it .  But, 
what purpose  does it s e rv e ?

The a r t ic le  beg ins by a t tack 
ing our non-ex is ten t l ib ra ry — 
the p ile  of b r ic k s .  I am su re  
that If M iss  M onroe would do
nate  $100,000 the college would 
be glad to s t a r t  cons truc tion  on 
the l ib ra ry .  Another a ttack  is 
the fountain that beau tif ies  our 
cam pus. T his  fountain was do
nated  by a v e ry  good friend  of 
W esleyan, M r. F ra n k  E. Brown, 
fo r  the beauty it would add to the

college cam pus. Many students 
have enjoyed the beauty It r e n 
d e r s ,  esp ec ia l ly  a t  n ig h t--  M iss 
M onroe has a lso  o r  has she?

F u r th e r  In h e r  a r t ic le ,  M iss  
Monroe m entions “ . . .w a lls  sp a t 
te re d  perm anen tly  with shaving 
c r e a m . . . ”  and “ .. . th o se  room 
doors ,  c h a r re d  to the c o r e . . . ”  
Then the a r t i c le  s ta te s ,  “ I often 
w ondered why the sp o n so rs  of 
W esleyan had d iscontinued giving 
m oney.”  By read ing  th is  view 
of W esleyan, which is  not fac 
tual, I can see  why many do
n a to rs  might have been re luc tan t 
to donate m o re  money to the co l
lege, Luckly fo r  the students at 
W esleyan th is  support has con
tinued.

In the Sep tem ber 1965 is su e  of 
the College Bulletin, pages 2 and 
3, one can see  the lack  of in 
fo rm ation  used in M iss  M onroe’s 
a r t i c le .  L as t y ea r ,  accord ing  to 
the College Bulletin, the college 
d ona to rs  donated “ . . .su p p o rt  of 
a lm o s t a half m illion  d o l l a r s . . . ”  
And, by talking with W esleyan’s 
P re s id e n t ,  one can find tha t the 
college donato rs  give $400.00 p e r  
student fo r  educational p ro g ra m s  
and plus that am ount fo r  build 
ings. Without th is  support none 
of us would be at W esleyan. i  
challenge M iss  Monroe to sup
p o r t  h e r  s ta te m en ts  with fac ts .  
What about the c h a r re d  doors 
and shaving cream;?

T his  Is my th i rd  y ea r  a t 
W esleyan and I ,ca' say  tha t I 
have n ev e r  seen  a wal 1th sh av 
ing c re a m  perm anen tly  on it 
(shaving c re a m  does evaporate , 
o r  It does when I have used 
it) o r  a door c h a r re d  to the 
co re .  If they a re  here ,  who is  
to be b lam ed fo r  it — the 
s tuden ts .  Can M iss  Monroe give 
u s  som e definite fac ts  on th is  
dam age? But, what is the a r t ic le  
about? It s e e m s  like a poorly  
w ritten  g r ipe  section  and it c e r 
ta in ly  doesn’t do any good.

Is this an example of future 
a r t ic le s  in the Decree? If it is, 
the Onliwon Tissue Company will 
go out of business for the Decree 
will take the place of this much 
used commodity.

It is my sincere  hope that 
the Decree will continue to 
improve arid be used to rally 
students around problems after 
getting all the facts on these 
problems and instead of having 
a destructive a ir  about it, have 
a constructive a i r  for the better
ment of our college community.

Sincerely ,
Billy N orton

HMMM 
I guess  It’s ju s t  m e --  
N ever The D ec ree .
P a p e r  with prudence.
Published  by the students, 

perhaps; 
perhaps!

Didactic to in s p i re —
Com plaints n ev e r  t i re .
Opinions, notable act,
News b r ie f  with fac ts ,

Surely;
“ p o tp o u r r i .”

E d ito r ia ls  of so r ts .
C overage of sp o r ts .
D rink on the team .
The ax e—like a beam, 

no smoking; 
you’re  joking.

To cash  a ch e ck --  
F ru s t ra t in g  as  heck.
Too much expense!
Logical cen ts .

My, My;
goodness, goodness.

I t’s T hursday  m orning,
In Chapel we’ re  joining.
No winning of f r ie n d s  o r  influ 
encing of people.
By shouting aga in s t th is  com 
pu lso ry  steeple".

T here , feel b e t te r?
No, to The D ecree  a  le tte r!  

The food is  po’
My buddy sa id  so.
No opinion of mine,
Will make it fine, 

c r i t ic ism ; 
id iocism .

G ra titude? Don’t pipe;
F o r  the fu tu re - - !  p ro m ise  gripe . 
P ro b le m s  a r e  nice.
Life they sp ice , 

without ’em; 
no poem .

G eorge Watson 

SLEPT_ YOU ILL AT EASE!?

by k in g  Fim Ho 
Dews spark le  in th e  p ra ir ie ;  
b ird s  tw itte r  from  within. 
T ranquility  in N a tu re —  
f o re c a s ts  the peace of man.

Slept you ill a t ease !?
And awaken’d with a -sh u d d e r!?  
No fea r ,  my child! No need! 
F o r  no sooner se ts  the c u r ta in -  

dark;
then bloom s the e a r th  again. 
In its fu lles t  sp lendor.

Oft have you w ondered ,—  
over  man, p e rh ap s  over self!?
Then fe a r  ov e rc o m es  you------
you s h iv e r — you c ry — you

lament;
and work y o u rse lf  into despa ir .  
“ Mm!! This won’t do, ”  you 

m u tte r  out loud.
Then gathering  up yourself; 
you open your a r m s  to N ature , 
and s t a r t  anew again.

_________October 29. 1965

Potpourri
What is  your reac tion  to the 

rec en t student r io ts  all around 
the nation? What do you think 
about the so -ca lle d  “ in te llec 
tu a ls”  who a r e  p ro tes t ing  every 
thing that the adm in is tra tion  has 
done? Do you condone those s tu 
dents who have repo rted ly  burn 
ed th e ir  d raft  c a rd s?  I c e r ta in -  

' ly hope no one in the W esleyan 
com munity a g re e s  with these  a c 
tions!

I ag ree ,  of cou rse ,  that ev e ry 
one does have the right to p ro 
t e s t .  I do not think that anyone 
has  the r igh t to m isuse  th is  
p r iv ilege in the way it  is  now 
being abused by the people of 
the United S tates, espec ia lly  the 
college s tudents.

Since th is  column Is p e rsona l 
opinion, it is  my opinion that 
the student r io ts  show ig n o r 
ance on the p a r t  of those p a r t i 
cipating. T hese  p seud o -in te l 
le c tu a ls  do not rea lly  even kn*w 
what they a r e  p ro tes t ing .  A re 
they aga inst the United S tates 
being in Viet Nam, o r  a r e  they 
aga in s t being sen t them se lves?  
I do not h es ita te  to say  that I 
think they a r e  p ro tes t ing  the 
possib ili ty  that they might be 

^sent to fight, not the gene ra l 
fo re ign  policy of the nation.

I am  not try ing  to appear  a s  a 
s u p e r-p a t r io t ,  but maybe we a re  
in need of a  few s e m i-p a tr io ts ,  
in stead  of a group of a n t i -p a 
t r io ts !  These students a r e  gen 
u inely s c a re d  of the p rospec t 
of being sen t to Viet Nam. I 
am  s c a re d  too, but if the need 
a r i s e s  I don’t think I would sh irk  
what I cons ider  to be my duty 
and p riv ilege.

I s ince re ly  hope that the r e 
p o r ts  of the dem onstra tions  and 
r io ts  in the United S tates do not 
have an ad v e rse  effect on the 
m ora le  of our troops which a r e  
now in Viet Nam.

The need to defend Viet Nam 
is  the param ount is su e  now fa c 
ing this nation. These r io ts  and 
p ro te s ts ,  while they a re  a  p a r t  
of the p r iv ileges  we have by 
being born  in 20th cen tury  A m
e r ic a ,  a r e  exactly  what the com 
m unist ag i ta to rs  have been hop
ing for. The right to p ro te s t  
is  an in tr in s ic  p a r t  of A m e r i 
can life, but the abuse of th is  
p r iv ilege  will weaken r a th e r  than 
streng then  it, A few s tudents  
m arch ing  on F o r t  Bragg o r  even 
10,000 sc a re d  in te llec tua ls  o r ,  
m ost of all,  the s ta tem en t of a 
m inority  group of college p ro 
f e s s o r s  speaking a s  if fo r  the 
m ajo rity , will NOT change the 
po lic ies  of the adm in is tra tion .  
T hese  inc iden ts will only e n 
gender s t r i fe  in the United S tates 
and m isconceptions about gen
e r a l  public opinion throughout 
the r e s t  of the world.

“ This is  the revolution we 
can, we should, we m ust offer 
to the people of Viet N am --no t 
a s  charity , not a s  a business  
proposition , not as  a po litica l 
m aneuver, no r  sim ply  to en 
l i s t  them as  so ld ie r s  aga inst 
Com m unism  o r  a s  cha tte ls  of 
A m erican  fore ign  p o licy --bu t a  
revolution of th e ir  own making, 
fo r th e ir  own w elfare , and for 
the se cu r i ty  of freedom  eVery- 
w here . The C om m unists  offer 
them another kind of revolution, 
g li t te ring  and s,eductive in its  
su p e rf ic ia l  'dppea l.  The choice 
between the two can only be made 
by the V ietnam ese people th em 
se lv e s .”
^___^ohn_^^_j^enngd^,J[uneJjj_^^
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