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EDITORIAL
Instead of an editorial, I a'm going to make sev­

eral comments on the events of the past several 
weeks.

First of all, I am pleased to announce that the 
Sophomore Proficiency Exams have definitely been 
canceled. This decision reflects a wise decision or 
the part of the faculty at the urging of the English 
Department.

The continuing discussion concerning Dean  
Moore’s Convocation Proposal seems to lead to one 
particular point, the question of whether or not 
academic sanctions should ibe a part of this .pro­
gram. Dean Moore claims the necessity of attach­
ing an academic standard in order to obtain a 
monetary grant from a foundation. Many students 
claim that this program will merely be another 
hindrance in the quest for upper level hours. This 
“course” will also hinder students who want to 
take electives which will parallel their toajor. I 
would like to see this program become a reality at 
Wesleyan, but in a more acceptable form. The 
needs and desires of a wide variety of students must 
be considered and reworked into a desirable cosm- 
promise. I feel that each student should be pre­
sented with the choice as to whether or not he 
wishes to participate.

Finally, the apparent inadequacies O'f the 1967 
Dissenter are the fault of those students who did not 
work on it. It is hoped that the formation of a Pub­
lications Committee within the SGA and a new staff  
will produce a result ivhich does not reflect the 
mediocrity of Wesleyan’s students.
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This Is the  f i r s t  in a  se ries 
of m onthly  a r t ic le s  by the  popu­
l a r  p iano  s ty lis t ,  R a m se y  Lewis. 
In  m on ths  to  com e. Lewis 
will ru n  th e  g a m u t  of the  Viet­
n am  conflict, soul food, plays, 
to d ay ’s m usic , politics, dances , 
b lack  power, pop a r t ,  m ovies, 
and  n igh t  club and  co n cer t  p e r ­
fo rm an ce s  by ev e ry  m a jo r  
a r t i s t  in the  U nited  S ta tes  and 
C anada. R a m s e y  will go b a c k ­
stage  to  v is it  p e r fo rm e rs  an d  
to  r e la y  questions d irec ted  to  
h im  by r e a d e rs .

I am  to ld  tha t on a  b rig h t 
s p r in g  m orn ing  in May, 1935, 
g r e a t  joy fi lled  the home of 
o ne  R am sey  and Pauline Lewis, 
o f Chicago, Illinois, The o c ­
ca s io n  w as the a r r iv a l  of th e ir  
f i r s t ,  and a s  i t  developed, only 
son. T h e ir  p rid e , it  i s  r e ­
p o rted , was equaled  only by 
the  loud squ a lls  of an infant, 
w hose d es tin y  had been ra th e r  
fu lly  p lo tted  the mom ent R am ­
se y  Lewis S en io r la id  eyes on 
h im : He would be a m usician .

A ctually , it  was my o lde r  
s i s t e r ,  Lucille , who had been 
tapped  to  lead the fam ily  c r u ­
sad e  into the m usic w o r ld  But 
in  1941, it  b eca m e  c le a r  tha t 
jo u rn a l i s m  held a  g r e a te r  a t ­
tr a c t io n  fo r  Lucille . So, a t 
ag e  six , the m us ica l b an ner  
w as  f i rm ly  th ru s t  tow ard  me, 
a long  with many h a rd  a rg u ­
m e n ts  (the h a rd e s t  of them  
landing on the s e a t  of my pants), 
a s  to why I m ust hold the m u s i­
c a l  banner a loft. I re lu c tan t ly  
took hold. It see m ed  a t th is  
p o in t tha t eighty eight litt le  
m o n s te r s  had com e to occupy 
a n d  co n tro l my life. The neigh ­
borhood  sand  lot, which to me 
h e ld  so  much p ro m ise , w as 
v ir tu a l ly  d e c la re d  off lim its .

T he  ca re fu lly  ca lcu la ted  routine 
moved at a  p ace  tha t seem ed  
to  sh o r ten  the sp ace  between 
day ligh t and d a rk : R egu lar
v is i t s  to the hom e of E r n e s ­
t in e  B ru ce , the neighborhood 
m u s ic  te a c h e r  a t fifty  cen ts  a 
le sso n ; two h o u rs  daily  p r a c ­
t i c e  at the piano followed my 
s ix  hour day a t  J e n n e r  E le ­
m e n ta ry  SchooL Then cam e 
the  hom e work.

In 1946, the h a rd  work re a l ly  
began . E rn e s t in e  B ru ce  gave 
w ay to M iss  D orothy M e n d e l-_ 
sohn . M iss  M endelsohn moved* 
w ith  an a lm o s t fr igh ten ing  in ­
te n s i ty  to sh a rp en  the raw  edges 
of my m u s ica l knowledge; im ­
posing  a  s t ru c tu re d  te chn ica l 
p ro f ic ien cy  b o rn  of the c la s s ic s .  
T he  next s e v e ra l  y e a rs  w e re  
to  be given to m u s ica l te c h ­
n ique, e a r  tra in ing , and h a r ­
mony c o u rs e s .  Then cam e 
w h at may have been the m ost 
e x h i la ra t in g  of a l l  e x p e rien ces .
I w as inv ited  to p lay  fo r  the 
ch u rc h  ch o ir , d ire c te d  by my 
fa th e r .  In no tim e  a t a l l ,  I 
b e c a m e  to ta lly  e n g ro s se d  in the 
em otiona l, and rhy thm ic  fo rces  
of N egro gospel m usic. Out 
o f th is  com bination  of c la s s ic a l  
tra in in g , and deep involvem ent 
in  the pow erfu l rhy th m ic  ex ­
p r e s s io n  of N egro  ch u rch  m u­
s ic ,  cam e what many have com e 
to  re g a rd  a s  “ THE RAMSEY 
LEWIS ST Y L E .”

The la t te r  phenomenon, the 
R a m se y  Lewis Style, may be 
a  m a tte r  of individual defin i­
tion , o r  identif ication . W hat­
e v e r  i t  m ay mean to o th e rs ,  
fo r  me i t  m eans a t le a s t  p en ­
e t r a t in g  the  m y s te r ie s  of m usic

beyond  the m e re  te ch n ica l  a b i l ­
i ty  to get o v e r  the keyboard  
w ith  e a se . It m eans the fu lle s t 
e x p re s s io n  of even the deepest 
em o tio n .. . th e  kind of e x p re ss io n  
th a t  may evoke a  t e a r  with the 
m elodic  r e f r a in  of ^ 'a w n o ro K -  
e r ; ”  a  sm ile  to the thought 
o f “ I’ll  W ait F o r  You;”  o r  even 
a  “ Yea M an”  to the pu lsa ting  
b e a t  of “ Wade In The W a te r” , 
o r  “ In C row d .”

It i s  r a r e  tha t I e v e r  e m ­
b a r k  upon a  s e a  of w ords 
w ithout my piano as  a  life 
r a f t .  But, having been p r i v ­
ileg ed  to p u rs u e  a  c a r e e r  tha t 
h a s  taken me the length and 
b re a d th  of o u r  nation, and onto 
th e  c am p uses  of m ore  than 
two hundred A m erican  co lleges 
an d  u n iv e rs i t ie s ,  I am  in sp ire d  
to  speak  to, and keep  in touch 
w ith  a v iab le  and living public 
a s  often a s  I can. H ere  is  
hoping tha t you w ill choose to 
jo in  me in  the  fu tu re  a s  we 
re g u la r ly  com m ent on the v ita l 
i s s u e s  of o u r  t im e s ;  c lo se ly  
exam in in g  fam ous “ Soul F ood”  
re c ip e s  o r  engage in candid 
in te rv ie w s  w ith Nancy Wilson, 
D r .  B en jam in  Spock, B ill  C o s ­
by, G ayle S a y re s ,  B ishop J o ­
sep h  A. P ike , and o the r  ou t­
s tan d in g  p e rso n a l i t ie s .

COMMENTARY
BY MATT GAFFNEY

Now that the studen ts  of W es­
leyan have had th e i r  m id - te rm  
exam inations and have enjoyed 
a sh o r t  holiday, they a re  in 
a position  to study th e ir  p ro g ­
r e s s  in th e i r  variou s  co u rse s .  
E ach  s tudent is  able  to c o m ­
pu te  the g rad es  he m ust ob ­
ta in  on fu tu re  te s t s  in o rd e r  
to re m a in  off academ ic  p r o ­
bation . A la rg e  p a r t  of each 
s tu d e n t’s f ina l g rade  w ill d e ­
pend a lso  on the quality  of his 
r e q u i re d  te r m p a p e r s ,  p ro je c ts ,  
a n d  book rev iew s . To th is end 
o u r  co llege  l ib ra r y  p lays an 
im p o rtan t p a r t .

Understandably , s tu den ts  a r e  
r e s t r i c te d  in th e ir  u se  of the 
l ib r a r y  in tha t they  can b e n e ­
f i t  f ro m  the l i b r a r y ’s f a c i l i ­
t i e s  only ou ts ide  of th e ir  c la s s  
and m eal t im e s . The l ib ra ry  
is  open Monday through F r id ay  
f r o m  8:00 A. M. to 10:00 P. M., 
S a tu rday s  f ro m  8:00 A. M. to 
12:30 P. M., and Sundays fro m  
2:00 P. M. to 5:30 P. M. and 
f r o m  7:00 P. M. to 10:00 P. M. 
H owever, the only t im es  during 
th e  week which a r e  open for 
a l l  s tud en ts  to attend without 
m iss in g  c la s s e s  o r  m eals a re :  
M onday through F r id a y  f ro m  
6:00 P. M. to 10:00 P. M.; 
S a tu rday  f ro m  11:00 A. M. to 
11:30 A. M .; and during  all 
open hou rs  on Sunday. Each 
s tu den t is  guaran teed  a to ta l

of tw enty-e igh t (28) hours  of 
u n in te rru p te d  study  and r e ­
s e a r c h  tim e , not enough tim e  for 
th e  s tudent to  devote h im seU  
e ffe c tiv e ly  to his many ta sk s .  ' 
In  o rd e r  to p rov ide  the s tudents 
w ith  am ple  opportunity  to c o m ­
p le te  th e i r  w ork, the l ib ra ry  
h o u rs  should  be extended to 
10:00 P, M. on S a tu rdays .

T h e re  a re ,  ce r ta in ly , many 
h o u rs  du ring  the week when each 
s tu d en t could u se  the l ib ra ry  
betw een  c la s s e s ,  but the se  op­
p o r tu n it ie s  a r e  u su a lly  of sh o r t  
d u ra tion , la s tin g  one o r two 
ho u rs  a t a tim e, p reven ting  
th e  student f ro m  a tta in ing  a 
s a t i s f a c to r y  d eg ree  of concen ­
tr a t io n .  In addition, the s tu ­
dents should use  th e se  b r ie f  
p a u s e s  in th e ir  rou tine  to s o ­
c ia l iz e  and a ttend  to th e ir  p e r ­
so n a l  needs.

The only action  to  im p ro v e , 
th e  s tu d e n ts ’ situa tion  is  to* 
ex tend  the l i b r a r y ’s hou rs  to 
10:00 P. M. on S atu rdays. A t­
la n tic  C h ris t ian  C ollege in  W il­
so n  has l ib ra r y  ho u rs  until 
4:00 P. M. each  Saturday . The 
Rocky Mount c ity  l ib ra ry  is  
open e v e ry  S a tu rday  until 9:00 
P. M, S tudents without c a r s  
have  a  d ifficult t im e  b en e f i t ­
ing  f ro m  th e se  ho u rs .  T h e e x tra T  
t im e  would a lso  p rov ide  m ora  \ 
h o u rs  fo r  studen ts  to e l im in a te  
th e i r  w ork  g ran ts .

Rocky Mount for 33 Years

Shirts 5— $1.19
SPECIAL

TUX RENTAL
Rocky Mount’s Finest

Purvis Cleaners 
And Laundry
122 SUNSET AVE.

PIZZA INN
Carry Out or Ekit In 
130 Conntrjr Club Road

442-0643
11 a. m.-12 p. m. Tuesday- 
Saturday, Sunday 4 p. m .l 

12 p. m.
Order by phone for faster 
service. Allow approximately 
20 minutes.
CLOSED ON MONDAY

Op«a your (3iarge Accou^

I f  Eve 
h ad a  choice..
A dam  w o u ld n ’t have  los t p a r ­
adise! A  d iam ond  adm its  of no 
o th e r  te m p ta tio n —especia lly  a 
d iam ond*cu t b yL azare  Kaplan  
& Sons. O nly the  M aste r C ut­
te r  can re lease  such  exquisite  
b ri ll iance  and  fire.
‘ Recognized among gem au thori ­
ties as the w o r ld ’s finest cut 
diamonds.

e h w i a n  s

JEWELER  

139 SO U TH  MAIN STREET 

Rocky Mount, N. C.

* Hobbies
* Modek
* Science
* Keys Made

BO BBin'S
SoMCt Awm.


