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‘Library’ Wilde Hits Hazing

Once again, the e t e rn a l  co m 
p la in t co m es forth. I might 
quote the g raffitti in the SU 
which says , “ Apathy re ig n s  at 
W esleyan .”  The com m ent 
sc raw led  underneath  su cc in t-  
ly su m s up the p rev a i l in g  a t t i 
tude. “ I don’t know w hat that 
means and I don’t c a r e . ”

I r e a l iz e  tha t th is  is not 
quite fa ir  to the W esleyan Stu
dent body. Apathy (whoever HE 
is )  is not the only re ign ing  
m onarch. We a lso  have g rad es , 
so c c e r ,  g ir ls ,  th e a tre ,  m usic, 
s tudent po lic ies , boys, the d ra f t 
. . . you nam e it. Each one of 
these  is  of p r im a ry  im p o r 
tance to som eone. And ev ery  
student on cam pus has so m e 
thing which is  im po rtan t to 
him. If th is  is tru e , (and it 
m u s t be tru e  . . .  a  p ro fe s so r  
sa id  i t!)  why is th e re  s o  much 
ta lk  about s tudent apathy?  More 
im portan t, w here  is th is  talk 
com ing  fro m ?

As I see  it, apathy might 
be defined as “ a  d is e a se  com 
mon to the o ther guy, c h a ra c 
te r iz e d  by his lack of in te re s t  
in my sp e c ia l ty .”  Using th is  
definition, it is  e a sy  to see  
why the c ry  of “ Apathy, 
apathy!”  is  bandied about so  
much. F rom  my viewpoint a s  a 
m e m b er of the Music D ep art 
m ent, I look around and what do 
I s e e ?  A chorus of 70 and a 
band of 40 . . . th a t’s  le s s  than 
20% of the s tudent body . . . 
apathy, apathy! To Mr. Dlng- 
man, the w orld  a p p e a rs  la rg e 
ly un in te res ted  in p e rfo rm in g  
on s tage  . . . apathy, apathy! 
To Dr. Bond, the s tud en ts  seem  
un carin g  about the p ro b le m s  of 
the com m unity  . . . apathy, 
apathy! To Ed Smith, ap p a ren t
ly only a few s tud en ts  c a re  
about s tudent p ro b lem s . . . 
apathy! To John R oberts , it 
m ight seem  s t ra n g e  tha t so
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ways have in a small school, 
but it seems like a bigger pro
blem at Wesleyan. It makes 
it that much harder for the 
director. Mr. Dlngman is to be 
commended for the fine job 
he does, considering the narrow 
selection he has to choose 
from.”

On the whole there seemed 
to be a great deal of dramati
cally talented Freshmen. Eileen 
O’Grady voiced the impres
sions of the theatre depart-

Dr. John Davis
few stu den ts  p a r t ic ip a te  in s tu 
dent governm ent when it  con 
c e rn s  them so  d ire c t ly .  To 
Coach Music, it m u s t be f r u s 
t r a t in g  to have such  a sm a ll  
pe rcen tag e  of s tud en ts  p a r t ic i 
pating  in s o c c e r  . . . apathy, 
etc.

L et’s exam ine the p rob lem s 
individually. The s tu den ts  who 
a r e  singing in the band a n d /o r  
playing in the ch o ru s  (this type
w r i t e r  ju s t  made a  m is tak e )  
a r e  unable to  go out fo r  so c c e r  
. . . and vice v e rs a .  Not be 
cau se  they a re  un in te res ted , but 
b ecau se  r e h e a r s a l s  and p r a c 
t ic e s  a r e  scheduled  a t the sam e 
tim e . The s tuden ts  who a re  
holding student offices and a t 
tending m eetings on cam pus a re  
unable to p a rt ic ipa te  in shows 
and re h e a r s a ls  which a r e  hap
pening s im ultaneously . Stu
d en ts  who a re  spending a ll  the ir  
tim e  ea rn in g  g rad es  a r e  unable 
to w rite  colum ns fo r the paper. 
And so  on, AD NAUSEAM.

T here fo re ,  s in ce  I am  tired  
of h ea ring  c h a rg e s  of apathy le
veled at our s tu den ts , I have 
a  suggestion . Or is  it  a  so lu 
tion?  Or p e rh ap s  an an sw er 
to  the unasked question , “ Why 
don’t our s tuden ts  p a r t ic ip a te  
in m o re  a c t iv i t ie s ? ”

The re a s o n  is  s im p le . Our 
s tu den ts  a r e  SO busy  a t  th e ir  
v a r io u s  and s e v e r a l  a c t iv i t ie s  
they have no t im e  to  w aste  
on o the r people’s  a c t iv i t ie s .  We 
have a  hyperactive  s tu den t body, 
not an apathetic  one. Our s tu 
den ts  a r e  a ll  d o e rs ,  not w atch 
e r s .  We should be c o m m is e ra 
ting with th e ir  lack of f r e e  tim e 
r a t h e r  than com plain ing  about 
th e ir  lack of p a rtic ip a tion .

In closing, I m ight add that 
I r e a l ly  don 't be live th is .  Even
ings sp en t a t  the  R e tre a t  a r e  
s t i l l  not p a r t ic ip a tio n  in l i f e .  
Look a t  the nam e of the place.

Chosen
ment when she said, “ Fresh
man talent is much better this 
year than in the past. There’s 
a more intense struggle between 
the new and old talent this year. 
There’s now something to be 
jealous about, so it’ll make a 
good show.”

The major disappointment to 
Mr. Dingman was the relative
ly small number of Freshmen 
who tried out though there 
were more Freshmen trying 
out than Upperclassmen.
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Any book may be renew ed 
once fo r th ree  w eeks if it  has 
not been requ es ted  by another 
s tudent o r faculty m em b er. Ref
e re n c e  books may be charged  
out fo r overnight use , and p e r 
iod ica ls  may be borrow ed  for 
th r e e  days.

L ib ra ry  hours  re m a in  the 
sam e  as  those observed  la s t  
y e a r  w ith the exception  of Sat
u rday  morning, when the l ib ra ry  
w ill c lose  a t 12 noon. Use of 
the l ib ra ry  on Saturday  m orn ing  
d u rin g  the fall s e m e s te r  w ill 
d e te rm in e  w hether it  w ill r e 
m ain  open on Saturday  the r e 
m a ind er of the year.

Beginning October 3, the li 
b r a r y  w ill c lose  a t  5 p. m. 
each  F riday, then reo pen  at 
6:30 and re m a in  open until 10 
p. m. D uring the months of Sept
e m b e r  and J a n u a ry  the l ib ra ry  
w ill  be c losed on F r id a y  night.

Severa l new p e r io d ica ls  have 
been added to  the W esleyan Li
b r a r y ’s  co llec tion  in re c e n t  
months. Among the popular 
p e r io d ica ls  in th is  g roup a re  the 
following;

(1) McLUHAN D EW -LINE- a 
monthly m u lti-m ed ia  m agazine 
which began publication  in Ju ly  
1968. The ed i to rs  d e sc r ib e  th is  
publication  a s  “ a s ta r t l in g ,  sh 
ocking E arly  W arning sy s tem  
fo r our e r a  of in s tan t ch ang e .”

(2) EBO N Y -a monthly m agazine 
intended p r im a r i ly  fo r  the black 
re a d e r .  Some is su e s  a r e  de 
voted to  a  p a r t ic u la r  toopic; 
e .g .,  the August , 1969 issue  
is  devoted en t ire ly  to the b lack 
revolution .

(3) NATIONAL REVIEW- bi
w eekly m agazine edited by Wil
liam  F. Buckley, J r . ,  a  lead 
ing spokesm an  fo r c o n se rv a 
tism .

(4) PSYCHOLOGY TODAY - 
monthly m agazine “ about p sy 
chology, society , and human 
b e h av io r .”  Some is su e s  a re  
devoted to a p a r t ic u la r  sub ject; 
e .g .,  the July, 1969 issu e  fo
cu se s  on human sexuality .

The c u r re n t  is su e  of each 
of th e se  p e rio d ica ls  is  s h e l 
ved in the brow sing ro om  of 
the l ib ra ry ; back is su e s  a r e  
shelved in the m ezzanine.

E d i to r 's  Note: Dean Wilde
se n t  the following le t te r  to  a ll  
f r e sh m e n  women F rid ay  in 
apology for the conduct of som e 
u p p e rc la s s  women in a  ra id  
W ednesday night on the f r e s h 
m an women^s d orm . Support
ing Dean W ilde’s position  on the 
inc ident w holehearted ly , we 
hope that som e co n stru c t iv e  
p ro g ra m  can be su b s t itu ted  in 
the n e a r  fu tu re  fo r the t r a d i 
t ion a l hazing tha t has  becom e 
wholly d e s tru c t iv e  in i t s  n a tu re  
and in i ts  e ffec ts.

“ On behalf of the W esleyan 
s tuden t body, I would like to  
apologize for the im p ro p e r

CARD 
OF THANKS

Mrs. McKinney^' house

mother of Nash Hall, 

wishes to express her 

thanks to all the mem- 

l)ers of the Wesleyan 

community who ex

pressed their sympathy 

in the recent death of 

her sister.

tr e a tm e n t  som e of you rece iv ed  
a t  the hands of c e r ta in  u p p e r-  - 
c l a s s  women th is p a s t  week.

T h e ir  intent w as not mali-;;:!.; 
c ious, I think. They asked  m e ] ^  
to  le t them  “ r a id ”  your d o r m i - - ~  
to ry  and have som e fun a t  your-;”  
expense . They convinced 
tha t th is  t r a d it io n a l ac t  w a s " ^  
good fo r  fre sh m en  s in ce  i t  tend-.:^:::: 
ed to unite them  and i m p r o v e ^ ;  
th e i r  m o ra le . F o r  the life o f ^  
me, I cannot s e e  how sh av ing " :^  
c r e a m  and v ase line  in  one’s ” : 
h a i r ,  o r  soup poured  on one’s "  
clothing, o r  abusive and v u lg a rzn : 
language can  im prove morale.z:::; 
Most of th is  behaviour w a s " '"  
fro m  people who s t i l l  think of 
college a s  a  g lor if ied  ju n io r* " :  
high school.

Most W esleyan s tuden ts , I 
fee l su r e ,  would not s u p p o r t ’ T . '- 

such  ac tiv itie s . Most a re  in- 
te re s te d  in being involved in 
w orld , college, and com m unity  
a f fa ir s ,  and do not need to  p a r -  r.”'  
t ic ip a te  in Mickey Mouse g am es ~ ~ ~  

tha t benefit no one. -
N eed less  to  say , the  p ra c t ic e  

of u p p e rc la s s  w om en’s  “ ra id -  
ing”  the fre sh m an  d o rm ito ry  '-y 
has com e to a sc re e c h in g  halt, 
i f  I have any say  in the m a tte r .  3  
Such “ r a i d s ”  a r e  e n t ire ly  in
co n s is ten t w ith the na tu re  of -
h ighe r education today.

If any of you have sp e c ia l  
g r iev an c es  o r a  c la im  fo r da- - ' 
m ages against individuals, ' '  ' 
p le a se  fee l f re e  to se e  m e about r
it. I r e g r e t  I e v e r  lent my sup 
p o r t  to such  a so rd id  a f f a i r .”  ’

APOLOGY
W e regret to announce that, ow ing  

to the Public R elations Office^* 

having excluded  us from its dark

room, it w as im possible to include  

photographs in this issue o f The  

D ecree.

— 'Ed Smith, Editor
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