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Over Troubled Water
By BRUCE F. WRIGHT

Once upon a tim e , in a  s m a l l  
but m ighty kingdom, the sun  
shone brightly , the b ird s  c h i rp 
ed m e r r i ly ,  and the sw eet f r a 
g rance  of learn ing  p e rm ea ted  
the a tm osp here . Life and s u c 
c e s s  in th is  kingdom did not 
com e on the p rinc ip le  of 
ach ievem ent. Its god w as E x 
ce llence .

A cadem ia  w as a  unique king
dom. Only the fit and the p ro 
m ising  w e re  allowed to  e n te r .  
But en tran ce  into the king
dom w as only the beginning, 
once an individual was allow ed

to en te r ,  he encountered  a  r i -  
gourous in te llec tua l jou rney  of
ten d ifficult, so m e tim es  puni
tive. The individual who fa i l 
ed o r  was unwilling to  s tru g g le  
w as faced with the re a l i ty  that 
E xcellence was god, and he must 
s t r iv e  tow ards godliness.

But then news a r r iv e d  from  
o ther kingdom s, news of econo
m ic d ifficu lties  and the d e 
vas ta tin g  re s u l t s ,  thereof. A ca 
dem ia  found I tse lf  in an awk
w ard si tua tion . Many people 
w e re  choosing to  e n te r  o the r 
kingdom s, kingdoms in which

A Note O f Thanks To 
The Wesleyan Community

" E v e r y  man is m ore  than  ju s t  
h im self; he a lso  r e p r e s e n ts  the 
unique, the v e ry  sp ec ia l  point 
a t which the w o rld s  phenom ena 
In te rs e c t  only once in th is  way

RONNIE DEAN

and nev er  again. That Is why 
e v e ry  m an’s s to ry  is im portan t 
and w orthy  of ev e ry  c o n s id e ra 
t ion .”

H erm an H esse

C onsider ing  these  w ords we 
would like to  s h a re  w ith  you 
M yra D ean 's  thanks fo r N orth 
C aro l ina  W esleyan’s co n s id e r 
a tion  at the loss  of h e r  b ro 
the r .  4

To a l l  the student body at N.C. 
W esleyan:

W ords can’t begin to  e x p re s s  
my feelings fo r a ll the le t te r s ,  
c a rd s ,  and flow ers tha t w e re  r e 
ceived from  W esleyan upon the 
dea th  of my b ro th e r ,  Ronnie. I 
w ish to  say  “ thank you”  to 
everyone.

I w ish everyone good, and 
again  I want to  say  tha t your 
kindness d isplayed has helped 
me to r e tu rn  to W esleyan with 
a  b e t te r  feeling and a  knowledge 
tha t people do ca re ,

M yra Dean

life w as e a s i e r ,  w here  acco m 
p lishm en t and " s u c c e s s ”  did 
not re q u i re  such  struggling .

And so  th e re  cam e the m ost 
t e r r i b le  c r i s i s  which can  a f 
f l ic t the m inds of m en— a tim e 
\yhen the gods began to change. 
A cadem ia  changed its  laws.

The inhe ren t r ig h t  of man to 
fail, a s  well a s  to  succeed , 
w as rem oved; and the jo u rney  
th rough  the kingdom w as made 
le ss  difficult. L e s s  w as r e 
qu ired  of those  who succeeded .

Of c o u rse .  A cadem ia  w as not 
the only kingdom w hich the se  
changes w e re  made. N ev e r 
th e le ss ,  those who had s t r u g 
gled s o  long to  build A cadem ia  
into a uniquely re sp o n s ib le  
kingdom w ere  sad  and d is i l lu 
sioned. A god who is  no long
e r  w orsh ipped  cannot su rv ive . 
And s o  it w as, tha t E xcellence  
fe ll  v ic tim  to  the Ides of M arch. 
T h e ir  god w as dead, and his 
rep lacem en t w as a n en ti ty w h ich  
defied a nam e o r  any fixed 
s tan d a rd  of purpose .

And s o  A cadem ia , o r  w hat
e v e r  it w as, continued. The 
le a d e rs  of the kingdom hoped 
that through the killing  of th e ir  
god, econom ic s tab i l i ty  would 
be rega ined  and m ore  people 
would choose A cadem ia  as  th e ir  
home.

At th is  point, the h is to ry  
of A cadem ia  becom es confused. 
It is  not c e r ta in  w hether or 
not the le a d e rs  had a tta ined  the 
goal. And to  th is  day, the fate 
of A cadem ia  re m a in s  a m y
s te ry .

The killing  of a  god is  a  
v e ry  s e r io u s  thing. We a ll hope 
that A cadem ia  rev ised  i ts  sen se  
of d irec tion , and once again se t  
i ts  eyes  upon E xcellence . May 
the god of Excellence  b le ss  A ca 
dem ia  and a ll  o ther kingdom s 
who have fo rsaken  Him. And 
forgive them , for they  know not 
what they do.

Senate Approves Hayek And 
Shoop For ’71 Orientation

Beth Speake p res id ing . M em 
b e rs  P re s e n t :  Jo an  M artin ,
J .  C. K erm on, Debbie Jen n ing s , 
Jo e  Vincent, B ruce M iller , Pa t
ty S aye rs ,  Dave F o re s t ,  Connie 
Behnken, W ilbert H arr iso n , 
Beth Speake, C harl ie  Read and

Doug Kozlowski.
R eports  from  Standing C om 

m it te e s :  Patio  C om m ittee : On 
A pril  8 a t 7:30 p ic tu re s ,  s l id e s ,  
etc, of the proposed patio  plans 
w ill be p resen ted . So fa r ,  the 
patio  p ro jec t  has cos t about

t t x t t
O FFiaA L STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF 

NORTH CAROUNA WESLEYAN COLLEGE

EDITOR ..................................................................  Julia Robinson
ASSISTANT EDITOR ............................................. Marshall Old
BUSINESS MANAGER .........................................  Chuck Martin
ADVERTISING MANAGER ..............................  Chuck Martin
PHOTOGRAPHER .........................................  Gary Christopher
PRODUCTION MANAGER Gail Mabe
ARTIST Will Thomson
SPORTS WRITER Charles Rogers
CIRCULATION Gail Mahe

Business Address: Box 3056. Wesleyan College 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27801

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY WESLEYAN STUDENTS 
Opinions P>bUsbed Do Not Necessarily 
Represent Those of Wesleyan College

$38.00 (for film , supp lies ,  e tc ,)  
“ Nominal fe e s”  a s  of yet have 
not been decided upon.

Allen W inter w as p re s e n t  
seek ing  Senate approval of his 
appointm ent fo r C ha irm an  of the 
O rien ta tion  C om m ittee . Dennis 
Hayek and Russ Shoop, due to  
th e ir  w ork and coopera tion  in 
a l read y  getting  orien ta tion  off 
to a  s t a r t ,  w ere  appointed c o -  
c h a irm en  ofthe sa id  com m ittee .  
A motion w as made to  th is  e f 
fec t by Debbie Jennings and was 
c a r r ie d  by a m a jo ri ty  vote of 
the S enators  p resen t.

T h e re  w as d iscuss ion  on the 
method of se lec tin g  nom inees 
for the L eadersh ip  and S e r 
vice A w ards , As reco m m en d 
ed by Dean C o rd ts ,  the Senate 
w o u ld  vote for 3 m a les  and 3 
fem ales  who would then t>e p r e 
sen ted  to the student body to be 
voted upon. The Senate, fee l 
ing that it could not p ro jx 'r ly  
r e p r e s e n t  the e n t ire  Student 
iKXly’s  o{>inion, re je c ted  the 
above suggestion  by Dean 
C ord ts  The elec tion  w ill l>e 
turned over to the E lec tion  
C om m ittee  with hopes tha t the 
method of choosing w in n e rs  of 
these aw ards  will be c a r r ie d  
on as in previixis y ea rs .

Bob Leyda appeared  before 

(Continued On Page 3i

Edi tor ia l
When consid e ring  the phenom ena that o c c u r re d  in la s t  week’s 

faculty  m eeting, we a re  fo rced  to  conce rn  o u rse lv e s  with the 
im plica tions tha t lie l)ehind such  a ruling .

Probably  the f i r s t  ch a rg e  aga ins t the languages is  the s ta te 
ment that the b r ie f  study of them  is i r re le v a n t .  W hile th is hack
neyed te rm  fits well in a lm o s t any context, we w onder if  those 
who ch a rg e  the im plication  of tha t accusation . It is  h ard  to  con
ce ive how anyone consc ien t of his re la tio n sh ip  to  the un iv e rse  
around him can se r io u s ly  be lieve  tha t the s tudy of the language 
of ano ther cu l tu re  is  i r re le v a n t .  T h e re ’s li t t le  need to  e labo ra te  
upon the fading of the tim e  b a r r i e r s  in the w ork in which we live. 
Any faculty  who en d o rse s  the trav e l in g  in May T e rm , m ust a lso  
be aw are  of the im m ense  educational value of exposure  to  a  fo r 
e ign cu l tu re . With the encouragem ent we re c e iv e  to  t r a v e l ,  it 
is  d ifficu lt to  com prehend how tha t sam e  body can  e lim ina te  
so  im portan t a tool as  a re q u ire m e n t  for language.

P e rhaps  ju s t a s  h a rs h  a s  the ch a rge  of i r re le v a n c y  is  the 
accusa tion  tha t the languages a r e  d ifficult and a r e  a  b a r r i e r  
to  graduation . P e rh ap s  th is  is  so .  But then, ju s t  as  foreign  
language is  an im p a irm en t fo r  so m e  s tuden ts ,  s o  is  e v e ry  o ther 
req u irem en t.  We w onder why Religion 1, s ix  s e m e s t e r s  of 
Convocations and four of P hysica l Education, M ath, sc ien ce ,  and 
English  11 s t i l l  rem ain . It is  c e r ta in  tha t if enough students  
w e re  polled, n ea rly  a ll  of the above re q u ire m e n ts  would d is 
appear.

It is  d isappoin ting  to  re a l iz e  tha t the m a jo r i ty  of the faculty  is 
s o  whipped by s tudent and a d m in is tra tio n  p r e s s u r e ,  tha t they can 
honestly  believe  tha t th is  w as the b e s t  co u rse  of ac tion  they could 
have taken.

Letters To The Editor
To the D ECREE E dito r and the 
student body:

M arch  21 through 23 w as a 
try in g  tim e  in the life of our 
college com m unity. A lm ost a ll  
of us w e re ,  in one way o r  ano
th e r ,  a ffected  by the sudden 
death  of one of the m e m b ers  of 
our com m unity .

I am  w rit in g  th is  for s e v e r a l  
r e a s o n s ,  not the leas t of which 
is to r a i s e  the question: What 
have we a ll learned  from  th is  
sad  ex p e r ien ce?  C erta in ly , 
w e’ve been im p re s se d  by our 
vu lne rab il ity  — the s t a rk  fact 
tha t such  an acc iden t could oc
c u r  to  any one of us. The m e s 
sage  is  c l e a r .  Life is , indeed, 
p rev ious. We would a l l  be 
w ise  to c h e r i sh  th is g re a t  gift of 
life, to guard  and p ro tec t  it. 
We a r e ,  hopefully, m ore  con
sc io us  of the need to  follow and 
honor a ll  those  things which 
tend to  su s ta in  and fulfill life, 
and to  avoid tha t which endan
g e rs  o r  th re a te n s  life o r  m akes 
it le ss  w orth  living.

A nother re a s o n  fo r  th is le t te r  
is  to  com m end and p ra is e  those 
studen ts  who cam e fo rth  in this 
tim e  of c r i s i s ,  responding  m a 
tu re ly  and m agnificently  to  the 
many needs which had to  be met. 
The s tuden ts  who saw to  it 
tha t em erg en cy  needs w e re  m et 
im m edia te ly  a f te r  the acciden t, 
those who m et and w orked with 
Ronnie’s fa th e r ,  those who took

the in itia tive  in organ iz ing  and 
c a r ry in g  out a m ost ap p ro p r ia te  
m e m o r ia l  se rv ic e ,  a ll those  who 
journeyed to  F uquay-V arlna  on 
M arch  23, and a ll  o the rs  who, 
in many d if fe ren t w ays, helped 
in th is  sad t im e — all d e se rv e  
our p ra is e .

Have we learned  som eth ing  
e l s e ?  Though difficult to  put 
in w rit ing . I’ ll t r y  to  r e p o r t  on 
the na tu re  of a  co nversa tion  
M rs. Hagins and I had on our 
way back home la s t  Tuesday. 
We concluded that the con ce rn  
and c a re  which cam e forth  so  
f re e ly  during  the tragedy  was 
w onderful to behold. We a lso  
concluded tha t it would be even 

m o re  w onderfu l if the se  fee l 
ings could be with us m os t of 
the tim e , without needing a  c r i 
s i s  o r  tragedy  to  evoke them .

The s im p le  k indness and con
c e rn  for o the rs  which we have 
w itne ssed , if p re sen t in m ore  
of our o rd ina ry , ev e ry -d a y  be 
havior, would be a  healing  balm  
for a ll  our wounds, f rom  the 
sl igh t s c r a tc h e s  to  the deep  cuts 
which we often experience  in our 
re la tio n sh ip s  with o the rs  and 
in our w ork. This m agic of 
c a r in g  need not be only a  once- 
a - y e a r  phenomenon. We could 
— yes we could— have it with us 
m ost of the tim e. J u s t  s im p le  
k indness.

If th is  re c e n t  t ragedy  has 

(Continued On Page 4)

Gee, fe l las ,  I’d like to  l)e of se rv ic e ,  but when they dropped the 
language req u irem en t I decided I d idn’t need one.


