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Students off-base 
in hogging on-line

W ith W e s le y a n ’s new  
World W ide Web connec
tions, m any students are 
faced with the decision —  
work or study? For some, the 
problem is finding the time 
to “surf the net” and concen
trate on their studies, while 
others find it difficult to find 
computers available for typ
ing papers due to those who 
are u sin g  them  for the 
Internet.

While the Net is great for 
a school like Wesleyan be
cause it allows communica
tions with people all over the 
globe, some students are tak
ing a dive grade-wise because 
they are learning the ways o f  
the Net too well.

During the day it is almost 
impossible to find an open 
computer in the library be
cause some students use up 
to two computers at a time to 
talk in the chat rooms. The 
same is true for the computer 
lab, which is full between 
classes. At night, everyone 
confines themselves to either 
the library or the computer 
lab, neglecting their studies. 
Everyone knows Wesleyan 
likes to see students use the 
library, but not like this. Such 
use is abusive, and perhaps it 
was time limits were set on 
the a v a ila b ility  o f  the 
Internet.

The library has placed  
signs on each computer ask
ing students to be courteous 
to those who need them for 
schoolwork, but does anyone 
listejĝ î Is.^sienongh?; .j;

U teanvijk o e r  ̂  'I ficm RlKWNRFclR
MEmSE 

W  BWRPN W , 
E P K S rw ,,.

1

Clothes don’t equal change
The W eb’s live chat rooms 

are very inviting, and many 
students have abused its 
privileges by using slander 
and sending sexual messages 
over the wires. Such conduct 
gives Wesleyan students a 
bad image to those receiving 
such messages. Those con
cerns have been eased some 
since the chat rooms are oc
casionally monitored, and 
now a pass code is needed to 
use them.

The Internet is a great 
thing, and it can open many 
doors to help students find 
inform ation to help them  
learn and even  to m eet 
friends. However, there must 
be limits. More than likely, 
after the new ness o f  the 
Internet has worn off, so will 
the urge for students to use it 
so much. Until them, some 
discipline on behalf o f  all stu
dents must prevail.

Unfortunately, self-disci- 
pline is not a very popular 
thing for some students at 
Wesleyan. The Internet is just 
another example o f how stu
dents can play while avoid
ing their studies. And this is 
not ju st a problem  at 
Wesleyan but at every col
leges in America, because 
students are learning how to 
be themselves.

We can’t fix the problem 
everywhere, but we can ad
dress the issue at Wesleyan. 
Students must decide before 
it is too late whether to play 
or study, and many have yet 
to'find-the .’answer/ > < < y  > < «

Uniforms miss the point
By DR. STEVE FEREBEE

Once upon a time long ago, a 
high school biology teacher said 
that if administrators allowed 
jeans in the classroom, most stu
dents would drop out, hitchhike 
to California, buy motorcycles, 
take drugs, and forget to go to 
football practice.

He loudly threatened to flunk 
me when I suggested that he mis
takenly equated changing fash
ions with (possible) cultural dis
integration.

Now I must standing against 
requiring public school uniforms 
as a “fix” for our social prob
lems. I was sometimes bemused, 
sometimes flabbergasted, that 
people who make this argument 
also screech that the government 
has no right to “tell me what to 
do!” (Paraphrased from any Rush 
Limbaugh dittohead.)

A problem that politicians have 
is that some of us remember. The 
anti-Communist propaganda from 
the 1950’s and 1960’s, for ex
ample, convinced me that Com
munism was bad, bad, bad. But 
what do I remember that I was 
supposed to fear about Commu
nism? Those drab uniforms they 
made their children wear!

I have since reconsidered the 
paternalistic lessons I unquestion
ably allowed to dictate some of 
my attitudes. But that fear of sap
ping my individuality has never 
left me, and I continue to nose it 
out suspiciously wherever its stink 
lingers.

The battle against multi- 
culturalism, for instance, seems 
misguided. We are a country of 
various cultures: ethnic, religions,
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economic, geographic, sexual, 
and so on. The question is whether 
or not we will learn to live side 
by side. Allowing one culture to 
dictate who are destroys us all.

We hear, mainly but not ex
clusively from “conservatives” 
(which lately means everyone be
cause no one is willing to call 
himself a liberal, a fate worse than 
being a Communist in the 
1950’s), that the “crime problem” 
is created by a lack of strict “val
ues” and “discipline.” Now they 
are even talking about “recreat
ing shame” as a weapon against 
wayward teenagers. The coded 
message-'is-^at- 'nooeonlormity 
cannot if S^^^fe' to
function as a cohesive culture.

School uniforms will give stu
dents pride, these critics predict. 
Uniforms cover the stigma of be
ing unable to afford nice clothes. 
(That’s a good one! If we make 
everyone look alike in the school 
system, no one will know that 
economic divisions are growing 
exponentially.) Drugs, misbehav
ior, sexual promiscuity — you

name it — the problem will be 
cured by making all public school 
students look the same. (You 
might also remember that some 
of these people would also do 
away with public school entirely 
because it tells their children how 
to act.)

Now, I admit to being puzzled, 
amused, even irritated, by some 
student fashions. Even for an old 
hippy, body piercing seems coun
terproductive. And I know that 
some schools are battlefields 
rather than learning fields. I ac- 
j^^wledge that a troubling disre- 
s p e c a ^  ru^es, for authority, for 
each omer, plagues us.

But clothes will not solve these 
problems. Troubled adolescents 
dressed in navy slacks or skirts 
and white shirts or blouses are 
still troubled adolescents. Why are 
they troubled? Because Janey can 
afford better clothes than Juney? 

' BecauieToflfiny has artfully dam
aged jeans? I don’t think so.

Instead of tinkering around 
with the surface of the problems 
and pretending we can find easy 
alterations, adults should consider 
their own behaviors. The clear- 
cut demands I expect from my 
students’ brains and creativity will 
instruct them more successfully 
than what I make them wear to 
school.
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