
Freedom— 

to Risk and to Compete

A m e r ic a n s  d o n 't  w an t an y  i n t e r 
f e r e n c e  w ith  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m — o r  
e d u c a t io n a l  f r e e d o m ;  f r e e d o m  of sp e e c h  
an d  p r e s s .  B u t s o m e t im e s  p eo p le  fa ll  
fo r  th e  l in e  th a t  e c o n o m ic  f r e e d o m  is  
" d i f f e r e n t " - - t h a t  i t  w ould  be  b e t t e r  i f  
g o v e rn m e n t  c o n t ro l le d  s u c h  th in g s  a s  
s iz e ,  p ro d u c tio n ,  p ro f i t s ,  w a g es  eind 
p r i c e s .

T h is  t h e o r y  fo llow s f r o m  th e  o ld  
s o c ia l i s t  c o m p la in t  th a t  o u r  f r e e  e c o 
n o m ic  s y s te m  i s  " l a i s s e z  f a i r e " ,  m e a n 
ing  a d o - a s - y o u - p l e a s e ,  a n y th in g -g o e s ,  
w ay o f ru n n in g  th e  n a t io n 's  b u s in e s s .

H o w e v e r ,  e c o n o m ic  f r e e d o m  d o e s  
n o t m e a n  th a t  b u s in e s s  d o e s  a s  i t  
p l e a s e s .  E v e r y  fo rm  of f r e e d o m  h a s  i t s  
own n a tu r a l  la w s  and  o b l ig a t io n s .  T he  
law s  o f th e  f r e e  eco n o m y  a r e  h a r d - - b u t  
th ey  w o rk .

In  o u r  A m e r ic a n  s y s te m ,  c o m p e t i 
t io n  s e t s  up th e  la w s .  T h e  b u s in e s s  m an  
m u s t  c o m p e te  fo r  c a p i ta l .  . . f o r  new  
id e a s .  . . b e t t e r  q u a l i ty .  . . lo w e r  c o s t s  
. . . s k i l le d  e m p lo y e e s .  . .a b o v e  a l l ,  to  
w in and  ho ld  th e  c u s t o m e r 's  c h o ic e .  He 
m u s t  fa ith fu lly  m e e t  o b l ig a t io n s  to  the  
p u b lic ,  to  e m p lo y e e s ,  to  g o v e rn m e n t ,  
and  in v e s to r s .

E c o n o m ic  f r e e d o m  i s  th e  f r e e d o m  
to  r i s k  e v e ry th in g  on an  id e a  an d  g e t in to  
th e  th ic k  of c o m p e ti t io n ,  in  th e  hope of 
b u ild in g  a  p ro f i ta b le  e n t e r p r i s e .  By

c o n t r a s t ,  s o c ia l i s m  d i s c o u ra g e s  r i s k -  
ta k in g ,  s to p s  c o m p e ti t io n ,  a n d  p r o f i t s  
h a r d ly  an y o n e .

A m e r ic a n  b u s in e s s  d o e s  n o t  do  a s  
th e  c u s to m e r  p l e a s e s —w h ich  i s  th e  h a r d  

w ay , b u t th e  b e s t  w ay  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ,  a s  
e m p lo y e e s  and  a s  c o n s u m e r s .

J a m e s  R . M a r in e ,  b o a r d e r .  P la n t  
#4 , r e tu r n e d  to  w o r k a f t e r  s e r v i n g t h r e e  
y e a r s  in  th e  U. S . M a r in e  C o r p s .  J a m e s  
v o lu n te e r e d  fo r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  S ep 
t e m b e r  8, 1952, ta k in g  h i s  b a s i c  t r a in in g  
a t  P a r r i s  I s la n d  M a r in e  B a s e ,  S. C ,  
a f t e r  w h ich  h e  w as  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  C am p  
P e n d le to n ,  C a l i fo rn ia ,  f o r  a d v a n c e d  in 
f a n t r y  t r a in in g .  E a r l y  in  1953, h e  w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to  K o re a  w h e re  h e  w a s  a s 
s ig n e d  to  th e  1st M a r in e  D iv is io n ,  7 th  
M o to r  T r a n s p o r t  B a t ta l io n ,  a s  a  t r u c k  
d r i v e r .  He r e tu r n e d  to  th e  S ta te s  on 
S e p te m b e r  7, 1954, an d  w a s  a s s ig n e d  
to  th e  2nd C o m b a t S e rv ic e  G ro u p  a t  
C am p  L e je u n e ,  N . C . ,  u n t i l  h i s  d i s 
c h a r g e  on S e p te m b e r  8, 1955.

On N o v e m b e r  12, 1955, J a m e s  w a s  
m a r r i e d  to  M is s  G e ra ld in e  V e n a b le .
T h e y  now r e s id e  a t  C o lfax ,  N . C .

"For heaven’s sake. Milt, ymmfwe 
heard of *withholdin^ before f*


