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MEET YOUR SUPERVISOR

"T h e re  was 
only one e le c t r ic  
s c r e w d r iv e r ,  but 
a lot of o r d e r s  back  
then. "

T h a t 's  how 
E d s e l  Gordon, f o r e 
m an  of MAC P a n e l 's  
p lan t,  r e m in is c e d  
about the f i r s t  days „  i 
a t  h is  new job. E d -  G o rd o n
s e l  had been  w ork ing  a s  a fu ll  fash ioned  
k n i t te r  fo r  e igh t y e a r s  with M c C ra ry  
H o s ie ry  in  A sheboro .  Then, on the 
f i r s t  of A ugust, 1958, he cam e to 
w ork  in MAC P a n e l 's  only office and 
p lan t on G aylord  S tree t .

The f i r s t  pane l had  been  shipped 
only one m on th  b e fo re ,  but a l r e a d y  the 
volum e was growing and a s s e m b ly  was 
keeping  up with the o r d e r s .  Beginning 
as  an a s s e m b le r ,  E d s e l  w orked  hand- 
in -hand  with the MAC P a n e l  fo u n d ers ,  
w orking into the n ight a s  w as often 
n e c e s s a r y  to ship  e v e ry  o r d e r  as  
p ro m is e d - - o n  the sam e  day i t  w as 
re c e iv e d .

Soon E d s e l  w as p ro m o ted  to  the 
growing re s p o n s ib i l i ty  of the Shipping 
D e p a r tm en t .  He b ecam e  a s s i s t a n t  
fo rem an  in J a n u a ry  of I960. T h ere  
w ere  then two p lan ts  to look a f te r  and 
s ince the p lan t  fo re m a n  w as busy  in  
both, i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  to have s o m e 
one th e re  a t  a l l  t im e s  who knew the 
e n t i re  o p era t io n .  In J a n u a ry  of 1961, 
E d s e l  w as p ro m o ted  to p lan t  fo rem an ,  
the p o s i t io n  he now holds.

The G o r d o n s - -E d s e l ,  h is  wife 
(the fo r m e r  B etty  Joyce  Routh of A s h e 
boro) and th e i r  n in e - y e a r - o ld  d au g h te r ,  
V a n essa  D ia n e - - l iv e  ou ts ide  of A s h e 
b o ro  in Randolph County. The G ordons

w ere  m a r r i e d  in  June  of 1951 and a r e  
ac tive  in  the C h ar lo t te  M ethod is t  
C hurch  of A sh eb o ro ,  the sam e  ch u rch  
E d s e l  h a s  belonged  to fo r  tw enty  y e a r s .

E d s e l 's  few f r e e  m o m en ts  a r e  
spent hunting when p o ss ib le .  T h e re  
was a t im e  when he w as an  ac tive  
f i s h e rm a n ,  but he gave i t  up when h is  
fish ing  p a r tn e r  m oved  to F lo r id a  fo r  
b ig g e r  c a tc h e s .

The G ordons enjoy th e i r  v aca t io n s  
in  the m oun ta ins  and a t  the b e a c h e s .
In fac t ,  th e i r  love fo r  the b each  took 
th em  to F lo r id a  o v e r  the C h r i s tm a s  
ho lidays - - w h e re , u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  it 
w as too cold to f ish  o r  to sw im . But, 
the thought was w a rm in g ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?

If A b rah am  L incoln  w ere  alive 
these  days , the R o ta ry  Club would 
p rovide h im  with a lo t of good books, 
the L ions Club a read in g  lam p , while 
the K iw anis Club would supply h is  
cabin  with a wooden floor.

Abe would have go v ern m en t p r o 
tec tio n  under  the m in im u m  wage law 
and so c ia l  s e c u r i ty .

If the w ages he w as o ffe red  w e re  
not s a t i s fa c to ry ,  he would re c e iv e  a 
subsidy  fo r r a i l  sp li tt ing ,  an o th e r  fo r 
ra is in g  som e c ro p  he w as going to 
r a i s e  anyway, and s t i l l  an o th e r  s u b 
sidy for not ra is in g  a c ro p  he had no 
in ten tion  of ra is in g .

R esu lt :  He w ouldn 't  be P r e s id e n t  
Lincoln .

M ay a l l  your t ro u b le s  be as  s h o r t -  
l iv e d a s  your New Y e a r 's  r e so lu t io n s .

If you m ake  your job  im p o r ta n t ,  
it  i s  quite l ik e ly  to r e tu r n  the favor.


