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On a cool, 
r a in y  m o rn in g  in 
Jtme of 1936, a 
young m a n  stood 
a t  the en tra n c e  to 
the F u l l  F ash io n ed  
K nitting  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  n e rv o u s ly  
w aiting to apply fo r 
h is  f i r s t  job. H is 
ap p lica t io n  was 
ac cep ted  and he 
w as put to w ork  as  a  fu ll fash ioned  
to p p e r .  Thus, W alte r  H. G ra y  w as 
in tro d u ce d  to A d a m s-M il l is  C o r p o ra ­
tion, in  h is  w o rd s ,  "The b e s t  p lace  
a m an  could e v e r  w o rk !"

B o rn  in  A lam ance  County on 
Ja n u a ry  20, 1920, to Annie H ill  and 
Winslow G ray , W alte r  m oved , a t  the 
age of 2, to the Mt. V ernon  c o m m u ­
n ity  in  Randolph County. T h e re ,  he 
a ttended  the old C a rra w a y  E le m e n ta ry  
School and then  T r in i ty  High School. 
Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  leav ing  school in 
1936, he cam e to A d a m s-M il l i s .  He 
topped fo r  five y e a r s  b e fo re  being  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to the job of k n i t te r - l e g g e r  
on the 42 gauge m a c h in e s .  In 1945, 
the 42 gauge m ac h in e s  w e re  d i s m a n ­
tled  and re p la c e d  by the au to m atic  51 
gauge m ac h in e s  on w hich W alte r  k n it  
u n ti l  he w as p ro m o ted  to the p o s i t io n  
of f i x e r - s u p e r v is o r  in  1948.

M a r r ie d  to h is  h igh  schoo l s w e e t ­
h e a r t ,  the fo r m e r  H azel S pencer (a lso  
of R andolph County), W alte r  m a k e s  h is  
hom e on Route #3, High P o in t .  T h ere  
a r e  four boys in  the fam ily .  M ichae l,  
age 10, and P h il l ip ,  age 13, live a t  
hom e and a tten d  New M a rk e t  School. 
W ayne, age 21, a lso  l iv es  a t  hom e and 
is  em ployed  by Globe of High Po in t.

SUPERVISOR

H a r r i s o n ,  age 22, em ployed  by Globe, 
too , is  m a r r i e d  and the fa th e r  of 
W a l te r 's  only g ran d so n , of whom he 
is  m o s t  p roud .

M rs .  G ra y  s o m e tim e s  la m en ts  
th a t  W a lte r  h as  "too m an y  i ro n s  in  the 

f i r e ; "  and, w e ll she m ig h t  fo r h is  
i n t e r e s t s  a r e  m an y  and v a r ie d .  He is 
a m e m b e r  of the New M a rk e t  C iv itan  
Club and h e lp s  to m anage  the New 
M a rk e t  T ea m  of the S ou the rn  L itt le  
L eague (in w hich  h is  younger son p lays) ,  
s p o n so red  by the Club. He is  a  v e te ra n  
t a x id e r m is t  and, a s  m ig h t  be expec ted , 
l i s t s  hunting and  fish ing  as  h is  No. 1 
hobby; he t r i e s  to squeeze  in  a t  l e a s t  
one W e s te rn  N orth  C a ro l in a  hunting 
t r ip  each  y e a r .  F o r  fo u r te en  y e a r s ,  he 
h as  sung le a d  in  the G lenola Q u a r te t ,  
fo r m e r ly  fe a tu re d  on A sh e b o ro 's  rad io  
s ta t io n  and  known th roughout the a r e a  
fo r  th e i r  re n d it io n s  of s a c r e d  m u s ic .

The G ray s  a r e  m e m b e r s  of G lenola 
B ap t is t  C hurch  of Randolph County 
w h ere  W a lte r  h as  s e rv e d  a s  ch o ir  l e a d ­
e r  and a s  a  m e m b e r  of the B o ard  of 
D eacons.

F o r tu n a te ly  fo r A d a m s -M il l i s ,  it 
w ill  be som e tim e b e fo re  W a lte r  G ra y  
is  old enough to beg in  thinking of r e t i r e ­
m ent; but, when th a t t im e c o m e s ,  you 
can r e s t  a s s u r e d  th a t  h is  r e t i r e m e n t  
w ill  be a bu sy  one.

Boiling old s t if f  pa in t  b ru s h e s  in  
v in eg a r  m ay  so ften  and c lean  them .

A p iece  of cotton on a s t ic k  can 
p a in t th a t  l i t t le  touch up job , and you 
w o n 't  have a b ru s h  to c lean .
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