
AMCO NEWS
Vol. XX No. 6 A d a m s -M il l i s  C o rp o ra tio n  Ju ly , 1962

MEET YOUR SUPERVISOR

On M ay 5, 1923,
W ill iam  J .  B ran c h  
w as b o rn  to Lulu 
R ach e l and W illiam  
D an ie l  B ran c h  in  
S tu a r t ,  V irg in ia .

At the age of 
sev en ,  W illiam  
m oved  to  R e id sv il le ,
N. C . , w ith  h is  B ranch
p a re n ts  w here  he a ttended  W entw orth  
School. H is fa th e r ,  now r e t i r e d ,  owned 
and o p e ra te d  a  saw  m ill ;  and s ince  th e re  
w e re  e lev en  boys and sev en  g i r l s  ( in 
cluding two s e ts  of tw ins) in  the B ran ch  
fam ily ,  W illiam  le a rn e d  the m ean ing  of 
w ork  and  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a t  an  e a r ly  age .

When he was sev en teen  y e a r s  old, 
W illiam  B ran c h  w ent to w ork  fo r  B u r 
ling ton  M ills  as  a sp in n e r .  He la te r  
b ec am e  a  f ix e r ,  then  head  so a k e r  and 
dye m a n ,  and had  advanced  to  the p o s i 
tion  of in s t ru c to r  and s e t -u p  m an  in  the 
r ibbon  d iv is io n  w hen he le f t  B urling ton  
M ills  in  1954.

F o r  two y e a r s  a f te r  th a t ,  he was 
em ployed  by S tan d ard  H o s ie ry  M ill  as 
a  f ix e r  in  the p re p a ra t io n  d e p a r tm e n t .
In 1956, he le f t  the tex tile  in d u s try  to 
ru n  a  die ca s tin g  m ach ine  fo r  D ixie Die 
C asting  Com pany of R e id sv il le .  He 
soon advanced  to the job  of c a s tin g  d e 
p a r tm e n t  fo re m a n .  When Dixie Die 
C asting  C om pany b ecam e Sou thern  Die 
C asting  Com pany and m oved  to High 
P o in t  in  I960 , W illiam  b egan  com m uting  
to H igh P o in t  and aga in  w as a cas tin g  
m ach in e  o p e r a to r .

When the f i r s t  c a s t in g - - th e  912 MAC 
P a n e l  h a n d le - -w a s  re a d y  to be m ade a t 
S ou th e rn  D ie, both  W illiam  and  H ow ard 
V ernon , a  fellow w o rk e r ,  w e re  in  line

fo r  the "h o n o r. " Vice P r e s id e n t  John  
W eber to s s e d  a co in  and , u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  
W illiam  lo s t .  But, h is  lu ck  w as not a l l  
bad  fo r  in  A p r i l  of 1961, he b ecam e  lea d  
m an  in  the ca s tin g  d e p a r tm e n t  and soon 
m oved  up to  s e c o n d -sh if t  s u p e rv is o r  of 
both  the ca s tin g  and sec o n d a ry  d e p a r t 
m e n ts ,  the p o s i t io n  he now h o ld s .

J u s t  r e c e n t ly ,  W illiam  d ec id ed  he 
l iked  High P o in t  w e ll  enough to m ake 
h is  r e s id e n c e  h e r e  and m oved  h is  w ife , 
the fo r m e r  M ary  F ra n c e s  C hilton, and 
h is  son, W illiam  Danny B ran c h  (age 15), 
and  d a u g h te r ,  L inda E la in e  B ran c h  (age 
17), f ro m  R e id sv ille  to th e i r  hom e at 
807 S pring fie ld  A venue. T h ere  a re  
a ls o  two m a r r i e d  d a u g h te r s - -M a r y  
B ra n c h  M oore of High P o in t  and P h y ll is  
B ran c h  S tan ley  of R e id s v i l le - - a n d  th re e  
g ra n d c h i ld re n  in  the B ran c h  fam ily .

Steve T. B ull,
81, r e t i r e d  e m 
ployee of A d a m s-  
M ill is  C o rp o ra t io n 's  
P la n t  #4, d ied  a t 
h is  hom e in  K e rn -  
e r s v i l le  on Ju ly  18, 
following a p e r io d  
of dec lin ing  h ea lth .
He was a native  of 
G uilfo rd  County but had  lived  in  K e rn -  
e r s v i l l e  m o s t  of h is  l ife .

M r .  B u ll w as em ployed  in the K n it 
ting D e p a r tm en t of P la n t  #4 f ro m  
S ep tem b er of 1933 u n ti l  h is  r e t i r e m e n t  
in  A p r i l  of 1949.

His s u rv iv o r s  include Ruby S tafford  
and H allie  P e rd u e ,  both em p lo y ees  of 
P la n t  #4, and H ettie  B a r ro w  and Robah 
B ull, f o r m e r  em p lo y ees  of A d a m s-  
M ill is .

To the m e m b e r s  of M r .  B u ll 's  
fa m ily  we ex tend  ou r d e e p e s t  sym pathy .


