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MEET YOUR SUPERVISOR

F ro m  i ts  
beginning  w ith  60 
m a c h in e s  in  1954 
to i t s  p r e s e n t  
co m p lem en t of 587 
m ach in e  s , the 
la d ie s '  s e a m le s s  
K nitting  D e p a r t 
m e n t  of P la n t  #6 
h a s  b een  w atched  
o v e r  by W. Dewitt 
W in free , But,
D ew itt W in fre e 's  Dewit t  W i n f r e e  
ex p e r ie n c e  in  h o s ie ry  kn itting  o p e r a 
tions  began  long befo re  A d a m s-M ill is  
had  a  la d ie s '  s e a m le s s  nylon h o s ie ry  
d iv is io n .

D ew itt w as b o rn  in  K e rn e rs v i l le  
on S ep tem b er  10, 1905, to G eorge P .
(a fo r m e r  em ployee of A d a m s-M il l is )  
and Zona Dwiggins W in free . When he 
w as five y e a r s  old, h is  m o th e r  d ied  
and he w ent to live with h is  G ra n d 
m o th e r  W in free . He a tten d ed  K e rn 
e r s v i l l e  sch o o ls  and  while in  h is  h igh 
school y e a r s ,  w orked  a t  A d a m s -M il l i s '  
K e rn e r s v i l le  p lan t  c a r ry in g  w a te r ,  
sw eeping , ge tting  up y a r n - - a n d  l e a r n 
ing to  k n it .  Upon becom ing  16, he 
le ft  schoo l and  s e c u re d  fu l l - t im e  e m 
p loym en t w ith  A d a m s-M ill i  s . A fte r  
th re e  o r  fou r y e a r s  of k n itting  on 
Scott and W illiam s KG m a c h in e s ,  D e 
w itt  le f t  A d a m s -M il l is  fo r  em p loym en t 
w ith  K e r n e r s v i l l e 's  Vance Knitting 
Com pany w here  he w o rk ed  fo r tw en ty - 
five y e a r s ,  advancing f ro m  k n i t te r  to 
s u p e r v is o r ,  a  p o s i t io n  he he ld  fo r 
n in e tee n  y e a r s .  Upon l iqu ida tion  of 
Vance K nitting  Com pany, he  w as e m 
p loyed  fo r  a  while by C raw fo rd  K n it 
ting  C om pany, a ls o  in  K e rn e r s v i l l e .

H ow ever, in  June  of 1953, D ew itt 
r e tu rn e d  to A d a m s-M il l is  in  K e r n e r s 
v il le  to he lp  s t a r t  up s ix ty  370-need le  
K m a c h in e s  w hich had  b een  in  s t o r 
age fo r  som e t im e .  E a r ly  the nex t 
y e a r ,  he w as t r a n s f e r r e d  to High 
P o in t  to s t a r t  up s ix ty  new 474-need le  
KN m a c h in e s .  A t th a t  t im e ,  the la d ie s '  
s e a m le s s  d iv is io n 's  p e r s o n n e l  n u m b e r 
ed  two: D ew itt W in free , s u p e rv is o r  in  
ch a rg e  of a l l  p ro d u c tio n ,  and one k n i t 
t e r  w ork ing  one sh ift .  Today, the d e 
p a r tm e n t  h a s  n e a r ly  s ix  h u n d red  400 
and 47 4 -n eed le  KN and  KN-2 m a c h in e s ,  
running  th re e  s h if ts .  And, a t  the p r e s 
en t  t im e ,  D ew itt  is  e x t r e m e ly  b u sy  a s  
h is  d e p a r tm e n t  is  in  the p ro c e s s  of 
m oving  f ro m  the old co n so lid a ted  k n i t 
ting ro o m  to the second  flo o r of the 
r e c e n t ly  c lo sed  fu ll  fa sh ioned  knitting  
d iv is io n .

Since h is  r e tu r n  to A d a m s -M il l i s ,  
D ew itt h as  see n  m an y  changes in  the 
p ro d u c tio n  m eth o d s  of la d ie s '  s e a m 
le s s  h o s ie ry ,  two of the m a jo r  ones 
being the co n v e rs io n  f ro m  the looped 
toe s tock ing  to the G eT aZ  g u s s e t  p an e l  
lo o p less  toe s tocking; and , m o re  r e 
cen tly , the p ro d u c tio n  of the P e r m a -  
L oc  r u n ^ e s i s t a n t  s tock ing .

A t the age of 17, D ew itt w as m a r 
r ie d  to M iss  M a r th a  B ull, a lso  of 
K e rn e r s v i l l e ,  who fo r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  
w as em ployed  in the Looping D e p a r t 
m e n t  of P la n t  #4. T h re e  c h ild re n  
w e re  b o rn  of th e i r  m a r r i a g e :  Zona, 
who is  p r e s e n t ly  a  p a i r e r  a t  P la n t  #4; 
and  B e rc h e l  and W ilm a, both  of whom  
a r e  em p lo y ed  by W e s te rn  E le c t r i c  in 
W in s to n -S a lem . T h e re  a r e  a lso  th re e  
g ra n d c h i ld re n .  A ll a r e  re s id e n ts  of 
K e rn e r s v i l le .

The W in frees  r e s id e  a t  117 F a l l  
S t r e e t  and  a t ten d  F i r s t  B a p t is t  C hurch . 
(C ontinued page 4 )


