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MEET OUR BELGIAN SUPERVISOR
In  M ay ,  1962.

J e a n  D u r l e t  b e g a n  
w o rk in g  a t  M AC 
P a n e l ,  B r u s s e l s .
The p la n t  w a s  b a r e  - - 
no e l e c t r i c i t y ,  no 
h e a t in g ,  no a n y th in g .
T o d ay ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  
o f  J e a n ' s  l a b o r s  and  
p la n n in g , the p la n t  
i s  a  h u m m in g  b e e ­
h iv e  o f  c o n t r o l  p a n ­
e l s ,  w i r e s ,  b o x e s  
and  s p a r e  p a r t s .  J ea n  B. D ur le t  
M o n th ly  s h ip m e n ts  of  M AC P a n e l  p a r t s  
f r o m  H igh  P o in t  a r e  q u ic k ly  a s s e m b l e d  
a n d  s to c k e d  f o r  d a i ly  s h ip m e n ts  a l l  
o v e r  E u r o p e .

J e a n  w a s  b o r n  in  C h a r l e r o i ,  B e l -  
gixim, an d  a t te n d e d  s c h o o l  i n ' th e  s a m e  
tow n. In 1935 , e a r l y  ru m b l in g s  of 
w h a t  w a s  to  b e c o m e  W o r ld  W a r  II found 
J e a n  s e r v in g  m a n d a to r y  s e r v i c e  in  
B e lg iu m 's  in f a n t r y .  A f te r  h i s  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e ,  he m a r r i e d  an d  b e g a n  w o rk in g  
in  a n  IBM  in s t a l l a t i o n  in  B r u s s e l s .

The Ge r m a n  A r m y  in v a d e d  B e lg iu m  
on M a y  10, 1940, an d  J e a n ,  l ik e  m a n y  
o t h e r s ,  s c r a m b l e d  fo r  the  f r o n t  l i n e s  
to  s e r v e  h i s  c o u n t ry .  B e fo re  he  c o u ld  
be a s s i g n e d  to  a n y  r e g i m e n t ,  the  17 
d a y  in v a s io n  w a s  o v e r  a n d  he b e g a n  the 
long  t r e k ,  b y  foo t,  b a c k  to  B r u s s e l s .  
A long  the  w ay ,  and  s t i l l  in  u n i f o r m ,  he 
w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  b y  the  e n e m y  fo r  "a b o u t  
a n  h o u r .  " (The d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e d o m  is  
s t r o n g  an d  d u r in g  the  e a r l y  m o m e n t s  
of  t h e i r  in i t i a l  v i c to r y ,  the  G e r m a n s  
w e r e  u n o b s e r v a n t  o f  m a n y  s u c h  e s ­
c a p e e s .  ) W ith  a  n e w ly  a c q u i r e d  s e t  
o f  c iv i l i a n  c lo th e s  an d  a  " l i b e r a t e d "  
b i c y c le ,  J e a n  p e d a le d  off  to  B r u s s e l s  
an d  h i s  fa m i ly .

D u r in g  the o c c u p a t io n ,  J e a n ,  once  
a g a in  l ik e  a l l  o t h e r s ,  d id  h i s  b e s t  to

e a r n  en o u g h  to  buy  w h a te v e r  food and 
c lo th in g  w a s  a v a i l a b le ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
k e e p  o u t  o f  s ig h t  to  e l im in a t e  the 
ch a n c e  o f  b e in g  s e n t  a w a y ,  u n w i l l ­
in g ly ,  a s  a  l a b o r e r .

F o l lo w in g  the end  o f  the  w a r ,
J e a n  b e c a m e  a  t e c h n ic a l  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  
IBM  in  B r u s s e l s ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  
u n t i l  he  a n d  h is  w ife ,  L u c ie n n e ,  m o v ­
ed  to  th e  B e lg ia n  Congo in  1950.

A f r i c a n  l iv in g  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  th a t  in  B r u s s e l s ,  a n d  i t  d id  n o t  
ta k e  long  fo r  the  D u r l e t s  to  l e a r n  n o t  
to  w a lk  a r o u n d  a t  n ig h t  w h e n  a  s t r a y  
e le p h a n t  o r  w ild  b o a r  c o u ld  c h o o se  you 
a s  an  a d v i s a r y .  E v e n  t r a v e l i n g  in  a  
c a r  c o u ld  be d a n g e r o u s  i f  s o m e  f r o l i c ­
so m e  e le p h a n t  d e c id e d  to  p la y  b a l l  
w ith  y o u r  a u to m o b i le .

L ife  in  the  go ld  m in in g  tow n of 
B a m b u , h ig h  in  th e  m o u n ta in s ,  w a s  
p l e a s a n t .  The few  h o u r s  o f  t o r r e n ­
t i a l  r a i n  e a c h  d a y  o f  the  r a i n y  s e a s o n  
q u ic k ly  d i s a p p e a r e d  in to  the  g ro u n d ,  
l e a v in g  w a r m  a f t e r n o o n s  and  co o l  
e v e n in g s .  B u t e v e n  in  su c h  b e a u t i fu l  
s u r r o u n d in g s ,  p i c n i c s  w e r e  an  o p en   ̂
i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  h aw k s  to  c o m e  s w o o p ­
ing  dow n fo r  t h e i r  e a s i e s t  m e a l  o f  the 
d a y  a n d  th e y  s e e m e d  a lw a y s  to p r e f e r  
c h ic k e n .

In 1954 , the  D u r l e t s  r e t u r n e d  to 
B r u s s e l s  v ia  K e n y a  ( th ro u g h  the  M au  
M au  c o u n t ry ) ,  U g an d a ,  the  Suez  C a n a l  
and  V e n ic e ,  I ta ly .  The m o n th 's  t r i p  
i s  p r o b a b ly  one of  t h e i r  m o s t  l a s t in g  
m e m o r i e s .

B a c k  in  B r u s s e l s ,  J e a n  r e t u r n e d  
to  w o rk in g  in  IB M  in s t a l l a t i o n s  and  
ta k in g  y e a r l y  c a m p in g  v a c a t io n s  in  the  
A r d e n n e s  m o t in ta in s .  A s  the  v a c a t io n  
t im e  c o m e s  c l o s e r  th i s  y e a r ,  J e a n  i s  
a l r e a d y  p r e p a r i n g  fo r  a n o th e r  p l e a s a n t  
c a m p in g  t r i p .


