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T he J a n u a r y ,  1965, i s s u e  of 
K N IT T IN G  M IL L  M A N A G EM EN T had  
a s  i t s  f e a tu r e  a r t i c l e  the  s t o r y  of 
A d a m s - M i l l i s  C o r p o r a t io n  a n d  i t s  
p r e s i d e n t ,  J a m e s  H. M i l l i s .  The 
a r t i c l e  n o te d  the  c o m p a n y 's  g a in  in  
h o s i e r y  s a l e s  a n d  i t s  p la n s  f o r  the 
new  f in is h in g  p la n t  in  K e r n e r s v i l l e .

In  i t s  i n t r o d u c to r y  p a r a g r a p h ,  the  
a r t i c l e  s t a t e d ,  " A d a m s - M i l l i s ,  long 
know n  a s  a  m a j o r  p r o d u c e r  of m e n 's ,  
b o y s ' ,  m i s s e s '  s o c k s ,  a n d  l a d i e s '  fu l l  
le n g th  h o s i e r y ,  i s  co n t in u in g  to  e x 
p a n d  in  a l l  of th e s e  a r e a s .  I t  i s  
b u i ld in g  a n  u l t r a - m o d e r n  n ew  f i n i s h 
ing an d  w a r e h o u s in g  f a c i l i ty  f o r  i ts  
so c k  p ro d u c t io n ,  an d  h a s  p u r c h a s e d  
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  of new  s e a m l e s s  
m a c h in e s .  S a le s  a r e  r i s i n g  s te e p ly ,  
and  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  th a t  th e y  w i l l  c o n 
tin u e  to do so  u n d e r  the  e n e r g e t i c  
d i r e c t i o n  of young J .  H. M i l l i s ,  
p r e s i d e n t .  "

The s t o r y  c o n t in u e d ,  " 'H o s ie r y  
fo r  a l l  the  f a m i ly '  i s  m o r e  th a n  j u s t  
a  s lo g a n  a t  A d a m s - M i l l i s  C o r p o r a t io n  
in  H igh  P o in t ,  N. C.

W h e th e r  s tu d ie d  f r o m  the  ang le  of 
1964 s a l e s  f i g u r e s  o r  i n c r e a s e d  p r o 
d u c t io n  c a p a c i ty  o r  e x p a n s io n  p la n s  - -  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  the i m 
p o r t a n c e  of s ty le  c h a n g e s  m a tc h e d  by  
a  w e l l - r o u n d e d  m a c h in e  f le x ib i l i ty  a r e  
k e e p in g  A d a m s - M i l l i s  in  the  f o r e f r o n t  
o f  the  n a t io n 's  h o s i e r y  c o m p e t i t io n .  "

L ook ing  in to  the f u tu r e ,  the a r t i c l e  
co n t in u e d ,  " J a m e s  H e n r y  M i l l i s ,  the 
e n e r g e t i c  young p r e s i d e n t  o f  A d a m s -  
M i l l i s  C o r p o r a t io n  i s  p o in t in g  to  a  
$ 15 , 0 0 0 , 000 s a l e s  f ig u re  f o r  the  h o s i e r y  
l in e s  th i s  y e a r - - a  s ig n i f ic a n t  s u rg e  u p 
w a r d  f r o m  1963's f ig u re  of  $ 10 , 952 , 8 3 6 .

(T hough  f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  h o s i e r y  
p ro d u c t io n ,  the  MAC P a n e l  Cornpany, 
p r o d u c e r s  o f  m a g n e t i c  ta p e  fo r  the 
f a s t - g r o w in g  d a ta  p r o c e s s i n g  in d u s t ry ,  

e x p e c t s  to  g r o s s  a n  a d d i t io n a l  $3 ,000 ,000  
in  s a l e s .  The s to c k h o ld e r s  of A d a m s -  
M i l l i s  C o rp .  o r g a n iz e d  and  ow n the 
f i r m  to d a y .  ) _ ,

P r o d u c t io n  a t  A d a m s - M i l l i s  to d a y  
i s  w e l l  in  k e e p in g  w ith  i t s  ' f u l l  f a m i ly '  
r e p u ta t io n .  The b o y s '  p r o d u c t io n  c a 
p a c i ty ,  e n h a n c e d  b y  th e  p u r c h a s e  r e 
c e n t ly  of  the  n a t i o n 's  l a r g e s t  m i l l  p r o 
du c in g  b o y s '  h o s i e r y ,  now c o n s t i tu te s  
a b o u t  40 p e r  c e n t  of th e  p ro d u c t io n  a t  
A d a m s - M i l l i s .  M e n 's  h o s i e r y  a c c o u n ts  
fo r  a n o th e r  25 p e r  c e n t ,  m i s s e s '  p r o 
d u c t io n  i s  a t  15 p e r  c e n t ,  a n d  th e  v a r i e d  
l in e  of  w o m e n 's  h o s i e r y  p r o d u c t io n  
s ta n d s  a t  20 p e r  cen t .

An i t e m  v e r y  s ig n i f ic a n t  in  the  
h o ld  th a t  b o y s '  p ro d u c t io n  now  h a s  a t  
A d a m s - M i l l i s  w as  the  p u r c h a s e  in  
S e p te m b e r  1963 of G r a n i t e  H o s i e r y  
M il ls  o f  M t. A i r y ,  N. C. T h a t  a c q u i 
s i t io n  o f  the  l a r g e s t  b o y s '  h o s i e r y  m i l l  
in  the  w o r ld  h a s  g r e a t l y  s t r e n g th e n e d  
A d a m s - M i l l i s '  p o s i t io n  in  a n  i n c r e a s 
ing b o y s '  h o s i e r y  m a r k e t .  W ith  the  
p u r c h a s e  c a m e  800 k n i t t in g  m a c h in e s  
s e t  f o r  p r o d u c t io n  of  b o y s '  r i b s ,  f a n c ie s  
a n d  o th e r  l i n e s .  The p u r c h a s e  a l s o  
b ro u g h t  400 m o r e  e m p lo y e e s  to  th e  p a y 
ro l l .

R is in g  s a l e s  f ig u r e s  and  p la n t  
a c q u i s i t io n s  d o n ' t  t e l l  the e n t i r e  s to r y ,  
h o w e v e r .  The im a g e  A d a m s - M i l l i s  
l ik e s  to p r o j e c t  i s  one of a  m o d e r n i z e d ,  
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  h o s i e r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  
m o r e  th a n  w il l in g  to  k e e p  p a c e  w ith  the 
s ty le  c h a n g e s  th a t  c o n t in u a l ly  r i s e  (and 
o f ten  fa l l ) .  It i s  a  f l e x ib i l i ty  w h ich  
g iv e s  v e n t  to  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  to  m a k e  the 
m o s t  o f  the  c u s t o m e r ' s  c u r r e n t  d e s i r e s .

T h e r e ' s  no  b e t t e r  w ay  to e x p r e s s  
c o n f id en ce  in  the  fu tu re  of  the  h o s i e r y  
in d u s t r y  th a n  to  in v e s t  in  new  p la n t  
c o n s t r u c t io n .  A  320, 000 s q u a r e  foot 
c e n t r a l  f in ish in g  a n d  w a r e h o u s in g  f a 
c i l i ty  w i l l  soon  r i s e  on a  4 0 - a c r e  s i te  
in  K e r n e r s v i l l e ,  N. C. , j u s t  a  few 
m i l e s  f r o m  H igh  P o in t .

'T h i s  p la n t  w i l l  be  a s  m o d e r n  a s  
to m o r r o w ,  ' J a m e s  M i l l i s  s a y s  w ith  
p r id e ,  'b e c a u s e  the  t r e n d  in  o u r  b u s i -  
n e s s  i s  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e .  A nd we 
h ave  p la n n e d  th is  n ew  p la n t  w ith  j u s t
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