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MEET YOUR SUPERVISOR

Few  people 
have had h o s ie ry  
ex p e r ien c e  a s 
v a r ie d  as  that  of 
O p a l  F e r r e l l ,  
b oard ing  d e p a r t 
m en t  su p e rv is o r  
of P la n t  7. Since 
lea rn in g  to kn it 
a t  the age of 14,
O pal has  a lso  f ix 
ed, and su p e rv ise d  
looping, kn it ting ,  O p a l  F e rr e l l
s eam in g ,  dyeing, b o a rd ing ,  f in ish ing , 
and shipping o p e ra t io n s .  In addition , 
he ac ted  a s  p lan t su p e r in ten d en t  of 
M aurice  M ills fo r  ten  y e a r s .  When 
M aurice  c lo sed  in 1964, O pa l moved 
to Indian Head H o s ie ry ,  w here  he f ix 
ed on the M ark  IV and CKT m ac h in e s .
In J a n u a ry  of th is  y e a r ,  he le ft  In d i 
an  Head to come to A d a m s-M il l i s  C o r 
p o ra t io n  a s  board ing  s u p e r v is o r .  He 
is  v e ry  s e r io u s  m inded  and c o n s c ie n 
t ious about h is  pos it ion ,  but s o m e 
t im e s  finds it d ifficu lt  to cope with the 
p ro b le m s  of m o d e rn -d a y  su p e rv is io n .

O pal F e r r e l l  was b o rn  in  D av id 
son County and a t tended  T hom asv il le  
sch o o ls .  In 1942, he m a r r i e d  C la ra  
H a r r i s ,  of T h o m asv il le ,  and they soon 
m oved to T r in i ty .  T h e re  a r e  two 
ch i ld re n  in the fam ily : Johnnie  l ives  
in  T h o m asv il le  and is  em ployed  by 
T h o m asv il le  F u rn i tu re  In d u s t r ie s ;  
A nnette ,  now M rs .  Wayne Brown, 
l ives  in T r in i ty  and is em ployed  by 
S pence r  O il  C om pany. T h ere  a re  
th ree  g ra n d ch i ld ren .

A lso  in 1942, O pal en l is ted  in the 
M arine  C orps  and saw  com ba t with 
the 6th M arine  D iv is ion  in Okinawa.

He was d isc h a rg e d  f ro m  s e rv ic e  in 
1945.

An avid fox h u n te r .  O pal says  
tha t  with th e  long h o u rs  of w ork  he is 
now ex p e r ien c in g ,  he d o e s n ' t  have 
t im e to hunt a s  m uch a s  he used  to .

He d o e sn 't  c a r r y  a gun, but p r e f e r s  
j u s t  to le t  h is  two W alker dogs ru n  the 
fox. He finds both re d  and g ra y  fox 
p len tifu l  a round  High R ock and A sh e-  
b o ro ,  but leav es  those confines once 
o r  twice a y e a r  fo r  a hunting t r ip  to 
the e a s t e r n  p a r t  of N orth  Carolina. He 
a lso  enjoys f r e s h  w a te r  f ishing.

O pa l and h is  fam ily  a r e  m e m b e r s  
of Unity U nited M ethod is t  C h u rch  in 
T h o m asv i l le .

MY ONLY TALEN T

I have no voice fo r s inging,
I cannot m ak e  a speech ,
I have no gift  fo r  m u s ic ,
I know I cannot teach ,
I am  no good a t  lead ing ,
I cannot o rg an ize ;
And anything I w r i te  would n ev e r  win 

a  p r iz e .
But a t  r o l l  ca l l  in  m e e t in g s ,
I a lw ays a n s w e r  "H e re .  "
When o th e rs  a r e  p e r fo rm in g ,
I lend a l is ten in g  e a r .
A f te r  the p r o g r a m 's  o v e r ,
I p r a i s e  i t s  e v e ry  p a r t .
My w ords a r e  not to f la t te r ;
I m e a n  them  f r o m  m y  h e a r t .
It s e e m s  m y  only ta len t  
Is n e i th e r  big n o r  r a r e ,
J u s t  to l i s te n  and en co u rag e .
And to f i l l  a  v acan t  c h a i r .
But a l l  the g ifted  people could not 
So b r ig h t ly  sh ine .
W ere i t  not fo r those  who use  
A ta len t  such  a s  m ine  !


