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Colorful Activities Mark Inauguration
Durham ’'Herald' 

Lauds M'A] Head
( R ep r in t  f r o m  D u r h a m  M o r n i n g  

H e r a l d , Augus t  15, 1963)

In  seeking a successor to r e 
t ir ing  P res iden t Alfonso Elder, 
the  board  of trustees  of N orth  
Carolina College p u t high on 
its list of desiderata  the  q ua li
fications of sound scholarship 
and some adm inistra tive  ex 
perience. Both standards are  
m et in Dr. Sam uel P. Massie 
who last w eek  was elected 
th ird  president of the  D urham  
institution.

Dr. Massie has a tta ined  n a t 
ional prom inence in education  
by  his w ork  w ith  the  N ational 
Science Foundation  as associ
ate p rogram  and p ro ject director. 
In  th is post he has m ade n u m 
erous contacts w ith  in s ti tu 
tions th roughout the  U nited  
S tates th rough  t h e  founda- 
t i o n  ’ s p rogram  of m ak ing  
g ran ts  to colleges and u n iv e r 
sities for upgrad ing  the  teach 
ing of m athem atics and the 
sciences and for the purchase 
of underg radua te  science equ ip 
ment, the la tte r  being from  its 
inaugura tion  in 1961 u nder Dr. 
Massie’s supervision.

This w ork  w ith  the  N ational 
Scicnco Foundation  has given 
Dr. Massie no t only experience 
in adm inistra tion  bu t an  ex 
ceptional know ledge of the  
financial operation o f  in s ti tu 
tions th roughout the  country. 
Because the  g ran ts  for pu rchas
ing equipm ent are m ade on a 
m atch ing  basis, Dr. Massie has 
had  the opportun ity  to become 
acquain ted  w ith  the fiscal poli
cies of over 800 colleges and 
universities. Thus an  aspect of 
adm inistra tion  all too often 

(See D urham  Herald, page 4)

T^ampus E cho’ 
Greets M assie
(R e p r in t  i r o m  N o r th  Caro l ina  
Col lege  C a m p u s  E c h o , Septem

ber 20, 1963)
We have not m et Dr. Sam uel 

P. Massie, yet; w e have only 
seen and heard  him, briefly; 
bu t w e adm ire  him, welcome 
him; he has the  presidentia l 
qualities needed for a growing 
N orth  Carolina College.

Dr. Massie brings prestige to 
NCC w ith  his long string  of 
achievem ents. He has been  As
sociate P rog ram  D irector for 
U nderg radua te  Science E duca 
tion  of the  N ational Science 
Foundation, during  w hich  tim e 
he adm inistered  an  8 m illion 
dollar p rogram  for u n d e rg rad 
uate  science equipm ent. H e has 
been professor and chairm an  of 
chem istry  and pharm aceu tica l 
departm en ts  in two of the  n a 
tion’s top  universities, F isk  and  
How ard. Among his achieve
m ents in th e  science field, 
o ther th an  his research  in can 
cer, drugs, explosives and a t 
omic energy, he has w rit ten  a 
paper on his research  in  “phe- 
n o th ia” science w hich  received 
in te rna tiona l recognition. In  
1961, he w as hailed as one of 
the  six top chem istry  profes- 

(See Cam pus Echo, page 4)

National Dignitaries Honor Massie

SAMUEL P. MASSIE

Noted Chemist New NCC H ead
Sam uel P. Massie, the  th ird  

Presiden t of N orth  Carolina 
College a t  D urham , came to the  
D urham  institu tion  from  W ash
ington, D. C., w here  he w as 
associate program  d irector for 
underg radua te  science educat
ion of the  N ational Science 
Foundation.

In this position he had  th e  
p r im ary  responsibility  for the 
underg radua te  instructional sci
entific equipm ent program , 
w hich was budgeted  fo r e ight 
m illion dollars.

Dr. Massie had been a staff 
m em ber of the  Foundation  since 
August, 1960. He continues to 
serve as a consultant to th e  
Foundation. D uring his last 
year in W ashington he also 
served as P rofessor and C hair
m an  of the  Pharm aceu tica l 
C hem istry D epartm en t a t Ho
w ard  University.

Native of A rkansas
Dr. Massie is a na tive  of 

L itt le  Rock, A rkansas, w here  
he received his e lem entary  and 
secondary education, finishing, 
high school a t  the  age of 13.

Subsequently , he w en t to 
D unbar Ju n io r  College in L ittle  
Rock, w here  he was P residen t 
of the  S tuden t Council, and to 
the  A gricultural, Mechanical, 
and N orm al College in  P ine  
Bluff, A rkansas, w here he 
g raduated  sum m a cum laude 
w ith  a m ajor in Chem istry  at 
the  age of 18.

He then  w en t to F isk  U n iver
sity, receiving his M aster’s de
gree in Chem istry  in  1940.

He re tu rn ed  to his A lm a M a
ter, A gricultural, M echanical, 
and N orm al College, for a year 
and then  w en t to Iowa S ta te  
College (now U niversity), 
w here  he received his Ph.D. 
degree in Organic Chem istry  in  
1946, his educational studies 
being in te rru p ted  b y  tw o and  a

ha lf  years of m ili ta ry  research.
Fisk Instructo r 

A fter a b rie f  s tin t in  industry  
a t Eastm an K odak Com pany in  
Rochester, N ew  York, he re  
tu rn ed  to his second Alm a M a
ter, F isk U niversity , in 1946 as 
a C hem istry instructor.

In  Septem ber, 1947, he 
w en t to Oklahom a, w here  for 
six years he served as P rofes
sor and C hairm an of the 
Chem istry D epartm ent of L ang
ston University. In  1953, he 
served as P res iden t of the  O k 
lahom a Academ y of Science. 

He was invited  back  to Fisk 
(See Noted Chemist, page 2)

Dr. Sam uel P roctor Massie, 
4 4 - y e a r-o 1 d in te rnationally  
know n chem ist and educator, 
w ill be inaugura ted  as th ird  
president of N orth  C arolina Col
lege a t 3 p.m. on Saturday , 
A pril 25.

A distinguished group of lead 
ers from  education, business, 
and industry  w ill jo in  officials 
of the S tate  of N orth  Carolina 
and m ore than  300 rep resen ta 
tives from  U.S. colleges, u n iv e r 
sities, and lea rned  societies for 
the colorful inaugural. G overnor 
T erry  Sanford  w ill b ring  g ree t
ings from  the  S ta te  of N orth  
Carolina.

Tentative plans call for the  
service to be held on the  cam 
pus in front of the Jam es E. 
S h e p a r d  M em orial L ibrary . 
Services w ill be shifted to Mc- 
Dougald G ym nasium  in case of 
rain. The inaugura tion  itself 
will climax th ree  activity-pack- 
ed days of celebration bring ing  
to the  NCC campus such d is
tinguished educators as Dr. 
Jam es Madison N abrit, p resident 
of H ow ard U niversity; Dr. G. 
L am ar H arrison, fo rm er p resi
dent of Langston U niversity  in 
O klahom a and now professor of 
education a t Chicago Teachers 
College; and Dr. H enry  Gilman, 
H onorary  Fellow  of the  C hem i
cal Society of London and Dis
tinguished P rofessor of C hem 
istry  a t the  Iowa S ta te  U niversi
ty, Ames.

Dr. Massie succeeded Dr. A l
fonso Elder, w ho re tired  on Sep
tem ber 1 a f te r  leading the  col
lege to unprecedented  academ ic 
heights during  his te n u re  of of
fice th a t s ta rted  in 1948. Dr. E l
der became second p resident oJ 
NCC afte r the death  of Dr. 
Jam es E. Shepard , founder, in 
October, 1947.

P lann ing  for the  inaugura tion  
festivities w as done by a campus 
trustee  com m ittee w ith  Trustees 
M. Hugh Thompson of D urham  
and Dr. John  R. L ark ins  of Ral-

PRESIDENT SAMUEL P. MASSIE is shown here  in the  Board of 
D irectors Room w ith  photographs of the late  Dr. Jam es E. Shepard, 
NCC founder, left, and Dr. Alfonso Elder, who served as NCC’s 
p resident from  1948 until his re tirem en t last August 1, right.

eigh serving as liaison w ith  
cam pus chairm an Dr. H elen G. 
Edmonds, professor of h istory  
and chairm an of the  D epartm ent 
of History. Partic ipa tion  of v i r 
tua lly  every  facu lty  and staff 
m em ber in the  far-flung  p lan 
ning promises to m ake th e  
event one of the  m ost signifi
cant in NCC history. S tuden ts  
and alum ni in large num bers 
are expected to overflow the  im 
m ediate  inaugura l area.

Inaugural activities begin  
form ally  on T hursday  w ith  a 
student buffet followed b y  a 
dram a-dance program  in  D uke 
A uditorium .

F riday  evening’s activities 
include a faculty-staff inaugu 
ra l banquet followed by a 
special concert sponsored by 
the college choir. Dr. H arrison 
will be the banquet speaker.

Dr. N abrit will deliver an  ad 
dress at the inaugural luncheon 
on Saturday.

P residen t Massie’s inaugura l 
address w ill follow an address 
by Professor G ilm an on S a tu r 
day. At this cerem ony Dr. 
Massie w ill receive the  sym 
bols of office.

In  addition  to greetings from  
G overnor Sanford  in  behalf of 
the  State, greetings S a tu rd ay
w i l l  e l « n  b e  p x t p p r i e d  h y  'DllT'-

ham  M ayor R. W ensell G raba- 
rek  and Dr. W illiam C. Archie, 
d irector of the N orth  Carolina 
B oard  of H igher Education.

Dr. H arrison  holds earned  
degrees from  H ow ard U n iver
sity (A.B.), the  U niversity  of 
Cincinnati (B.E. and A. M.) 
and Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
(Ph.D.). The U niversity  of L i
beria aw arded  him an hon 
o ra ry  D.C.L. degree in  1956. 
He served fo r  a tim e w ith  
UNESCO and he holds m em ber
ship in dozens of civic and  ed 
ucational organizations.

The L iberian  G overnm ent 
kn ighted  the fo rm er Langston 
U niversity  president in  1955 
upon the  instruction  of L ib e r 
ian  Presiden t W.V.S. Tubman.

Dr. H arrison  served as a 
professor and adm in is tra to r a t  
V irginia S ta te  College, W e s t  
Virginia S tate  College and 
dean a t P ra ir ie  View S ta te  Col
lege, Texas, before becoming 
president of Langston in  1939.

O klahom a regents conferred  
num erous honors on Dr. H a rr i 
son. The present Langston U ni
versity  l ib ra ry  's  nam ed fo r  
him. '  ■ *

P residen t N abrit is one of 
the top U. S. civil righ ts  law 
yers. He g raduated  w ith  honors 
from  M orehouse College and 
la te r  received the J.D. degree 
from  N orthw estern  U nivers ity  
w ith  honors (m em ber of the 
O rder of the Coif) and m em ber 
of the editorial board  of the 
Illinois Law Review. He has 
been the recip ient of honorary  
degrees from  M orehouse Col
lege, Lincoln U niversity  (Pa.), 
Bates College, and Georgetow n 
University.

His career in public service 
is one of the  na tion ’s m ost 
notable. He has been adviser 
to U. S. P  ’’dents and  re p re 
sentative c y l^ u m e ro u s  federa l 
commissior s 0,iid boards. In  

(See iuau£ura l, page 2)


