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FOUR P R E SID E N T S of the Women’s Auxiliary cast admiring looks at a  big birthday 
cake on the fifth anniversary of the volunteers in April. Familiar pink-clad workers at 
Duke Hospital, they are left to right: Mrs. Julian Ruffin, new president; Mrs. Bayard 
Carter, the Auxiliary’s first president; Mrs. W att Eagle, second president; and Mrs. 
Shelton Smith, who just completed a two-year term as leader of the group. For other new 
officers, see “From the Auxiliary.”

Gel a Ticket? 
Read and Heed

I f  you’ve found ii parking tickct on 
youi' windshield sineu tliG new reguliitioiis 
went into cfCoct, this is for y o u :

Lanes one tlirough four are reserved 
for patients and visitors whose cars do 
not liave University or Hospital stickers.

All other lanes, except the new hard- 
surfaced area across from Baker House, 
are reserved for cars, with or without 
stickers, l)eloiiKing to the general public, 
visitors or liospital staff. Tlie new park
ing area is for Hospital and Medical 
School staiT cars onlj’.

Special memo for tlie Auxiliary volun
teers: Women whose cars do not bear 
stickers are considered to bo visitors. 
Those who do drive cars witli University 
or Hospital stickers must follow the 
existing rules pertaining to those stickers.

Post Graduate 
Course to Open

D u k e  U n i v e r s i t y  M edica l  S c h o o l ’s 

1!)55 ])OHt-ffraduate course  fo r  doctors  

f ro m  throufjhout th e  S o u th e a s t  w i l l  

be he ld  J u n e  20-2;^, Dr. W i l l i a m  M. 
Ni(!h()lson, d irec to r  o f  p o s t -g ra d u ate  

ed u ca t io n ,  has  a n n ou n ce d .

Desifi’n e d  ] )r iinarily  to  brinj' th e  

"enei'al p ra c t i t io n e r  u p  to  d a te  in  the  

n ew est  a d v a n c e s  in  m ed ic in e ,  th i s  

y e a r ’s course  w il l  in c lu d e  s ix  le c tu res  

relatinjr to  i)uhiio iu iry  d isease  and  

su rg e ry .  Otlu'r toi)ics w i l l  in c lu d e  

t r e a tm e n t  o f  i)e])tic u lcer  a n d  t ic  

douioui 'cux, id en t i f ica t io n  o f  conunon  

fu n g i ,  a n d  ro u n d ta b le  d is cu ss io n s  o f  

“ T h e  A n x i o u s  P a t i e n t ”  a n d  “ V e r t i 
g o . ”

Duke Census 
Hits New Peak

D u k e  a d m i t t e d  17 ,823 p a t i e n t s  d u r 

in g  1954,  m a r k in g  th e  n in t h  co n sec u 

t iv e  ])ost-war y ea r  th e  c en su s  has  

grown.

S t a r t in g  w ith  a recoi-d numbei' o f  

14,4.57 ])at ients  in 1945,  th e  n u m b er  

of  p a t ie n ts  w ho  a c tu a l ly  OL‘Cui)ied beds  

in tlu> hosi)ital has  g r o w n  s tead i ly .  

X o w  a p i)r o ac h in g  its 25 th  a n n iv e r 

sary  ( J i d y  2 1 ) ,  th e  H o sp i ta l  a d m i t te d  

its h a l f -m i l l io n th  p a t ie n t  last N ovem -  

bei'.

W h i le  ni()i'(‘ pati(>nls were' a d m it te d  

lh a n  ever  Iw'fore in th e  2 4 -year  h is to r y  

o f  till' H osp ita l ,  the  a v er a g e  le n g th  

o f  s t a y  w as  rc'ducc'd last y e a r  to  nine' 

days.  T h is  m ean s  that the  a v era g e  

s t a y  has di'Oi)pe(i b y  alm ost  one full  

d a y  d u r in g  th e  last tw o  years.

“ T h is  r(‘d u ct io n  is im p o rtan t ,  but 

perhaps  m o i’ĉ s ignif icant w a s  a record  

numbc'r o f  a lm o st  18!),()()() v is i t s  to 

th e  O u t -P a t i e n t  C l in i c s , ”  Koss P orter  

said. “ W e fee l  th a t  th is  m ean s  th a t  

ou r  c o n t in u in g  i)i‘o g ra m  o f  ])reventive  

m ed ic in e  is a c c o m p l i s h in g  it s  puri)ose  

o f  k ee p in g  m a n y  ])eople o u t  o f  h o s 
pital beds b y  d ia g n o s in g  a n d  tr ea t in g  

diseasi' in th e  e a r ly  s t a g e s ,”  he ex-  

plaini'd.

Sonu' 14 ,572 o f  the  p a t ien ts  a d 

m itted  last y e a r  (‘am e from  all 100  

c ou n t ies  o f  Noi-fli ( 'a i ’o lina. 'Phi' re
m a in in g  .‘},251 w ere  fro m  41 o ther  

stat('s a n d  12 foi-eign countr ies .  Som e  

892  w ere  from V ir g i n i a  an d  7!)9 from  

S o u th  ( 'arolina.

l\l()i’e tluin on e  h a l f  o f  al l th e  

p a t ien ts  pa id  o n ly  part  or none o f  the  

cost o f  th e ir  h o sp i ta l iza t io n .  D u k e  

U n i v e r s i t y  m a d e  up  21 i)er cen t  o f  the  

cost , c i t ies  an d  cou n tie s ,  ])er cent,  
a n d  S ta t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  char i tab le  

a gen cies ,  4(5 j)er cent.


