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Prizes Offered for Stories 
Of Most Unusual Vacatioi

If a b ea r steals you r d in n er w hile y o u 're  cam ping  o r if you  spe 
w eek as a guest in  the W hite H ouse...

If you  w in  a free trip  to H aw aii o r if you  sp en d  four ho u rs  strar 
on a b ro k en  roller cfoaster...

Tell u s  abou t it.
Intercom is ho ld ing  a contest for d escrip tions of "T he M ost Unii 

T hing th a t H appened  To Me on  M y V acation.”  W inn ing  en tries 
be p u b lish ed  and  w inners w ill receive p rizes to be  a n n o u n ced  late

The ru les are easy:
— All vacations since Jan. 1,1977, are eligible.
— E ntries m ust be received by  Intercom, Box 3354, by M onday , i 

12.
—T he w ord lim it is generous, u p  to 800 w ords.
— T yp ing  is no t requ ired , b u t be  sure y o u r en try  is legible. I 

can 't read  it, w e can 't judge it.
— Include your nam e, title, office ad d ress and  p h o n e  num ber.
H ave a w onderfu l vacation!

Why Don't You Visit Durham This Summer
In case you'd like to visit Durham 

this summer, you have nine choices.
You could stay right here. If you're 

like people who live in Washington, 
D.C., and have never been to the 
Capitol or who live in New York City 
and have never visited the Statue of 
Liberty, you'd probably find a lot of 
things right here in Durham that 
tou rists  v isit bu t you've never 
bothered to.

O r you could visit one of the other 
e i g h t  D u r h a m s .  T h e y ' r e  in  
C alifornia, Connecticut, Kansas, 
M issouri, New Hampshire, New 
York, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania. 
(A person in Durham, N.Y., told us 
there also is a Durham, Me., but we 
couldn't find it in the ZIP code 
directory).

In the interest of helping Intercom 
readers visit another EHirham this 
summer on vacation, we wrote to the 
mayor or postmaster in each of the 
Durhams above, sending material 
about the Duke Medical Center and 
this Durham.

In return  we asked for some 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the  o th e r  
Durhams.

R e p l i e s  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  M i s s o u r i ,  N ew  
Hampshire and New York, so we're 
teUing you a little bit about what 
they told us.

If you do visit one of the other 
Durhams on vacation, get someone 
to take a picture (black and white is 
better) of you and your family in 
front of the town sign or some other 
landm ark, and w e'll run  it in  
Intercom.

Pasturable Meadows
The Connecticut town of Durham

is located between Hartford and 
New Haven, in the south-central part 
of the state, with convenient access 
to major shipping routes and traffic 
arteries. Its area is 23.2 square miles 
and its population is about 5,000.

Durham was settled in 1698 by 
m en from  G uilford, who were 
a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  p a s t u r a b l e  
meadows. The original name of 
Coginchaug — a river by that name 
runs through the town — was 
changed in 1704 to Durham, a town 
in the north of England.

Durham's first minister was the 
Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey, who was 
the first graduate of Yale. The second 
minister, the Rev. Elizur Goodrich, 
prepared Eli Whitney and others for 
Yale.

The principal industries are the 
manufacture of metal boxes and 
cabinets, electrical supplies and 
tools.

Rural Hamlet
Durham, Mo., occupies the site of 

an earlier town, Kennonsville, which 
was abolished by the legislature in 
1861. When Diu-ham was surveyed 
and laid out in 1872, a notation in the 
county history book said the site 
was unfavorable for the building of a 
town of any size and that its only 
asset was as a shipping f>oint for 
railroad ties. It wasn't incorporated 
until 1913 and no longer is.

Today it's a rttral hamlet of about 
200 people.

Joseph H. Smith, who has been 
postmaster there for 26 years, wrote 
Intercom that Durham is located on 
Rt. 6 about 20 miles west of Quincy, 
ni., "w here most of the workers 
commute to woric." Kirksville is 55

m iles w est and  H annibal, the 
birthplace of Mark Twain, is 35 miles 
southeast on the Mississippi River.

Smith said that Durham has one 
grocery and service station, a cafe 
and pool hall, a bulk gas plant, a 
tractor sales and service, another 
g a r a g e ,  a c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r  
building, five acres of land for 
recreation, two churches — Baptist 
and Methodist — and a 10-acre 
cemetery.

For the Bicentennial, the Durham 
Bicentennial Committee produced 
an interesting 42-page history with 
many old photographs and reprints 
from early newspapers.

College Town
Durham, N.H., incorporated in 

1732, jilso is a college town — the 
location of the main campus of the 
University of New Hampshire which 
has an erm>Ument of approximately 
10,000, comparable w ith Duke's 
enrollment.

Durham is in southeastern New 
H am pshire, w ithin  easy driving 
range of the beaches, the mountains 
and Boston. Its total area is 25.5 
square miles, 2.2 square miles of 
which are water. TTte year-round 
popu la t ion ,  not  inc lud ing  the 
imiversity students, is about 5,000.

O riginally called Oyster River 
Plantation, Durham was at the time 
part of the township of Dover, which 
was settled by emigrants from Great 
Britain just two and a half yecurs after 
the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth.

Carol Wilson of the Durham Town 
Office sent Intercom a booklet about 
Durham's history and its present 
government.

Durham contributed both men

and money to the Revoluti 
War. Following a raid on 
William and Mary at New 
some of the British powder anc 
confiscated by the revolutio 
w as h i d d e n  in  Durham 
according to tradition, was use< 
against the redcoats at the Ba 
Bunker Hill.

Quiet Little Town
If you go up into New Yorl 

and  g e t on  th e  Susquel  
Turnpike, you'U pass througl 
Durham, iW ham  Center, Di 
and West Durham. The onl 
you'U miss is South Durham. T 
aU part of 14 townships that m< 
Greene County, N.Y.

Early settlers, in the late 
came from Durham, Conn., anc 
to that, Durham, England. C 
farming area, the Durham towi 
now are in the resort busines 
small industrialization.

Naturalist Vernon Haskins,  ̂
curator  of the  D urham  C 
Museum, responded to Inte 
letter requesting information 
Durham, N.Y. The museur 
boasts, has "one of the top 
shows in the land," and also 1 
an t ique  show  and  gas e 
demonstration.

"Durham  village itself is a 
little town," Hasldns wrote. "II 
nice coimtry store, a fine littli 
office and a Methodist churcl 
homes are neat, the ground: 
kept.

" T h e  m a g n i f i c i e n t  Ca 
M o u n t a i n s  loom agains< 
southern sky," he described, 
added : "C om e up  and s< 
sometime."


