
Bigner, Lauf promoted to full professor
Tw o medical cen te r  faculty mem bers 

have been prom oted  to  full professor. Dr. 
F re d e r ic  N. C le a v e la n d , u n iv e r s i ty  
provost, announced this week.

They are  Dr. Darrell D. Bigner of the 
D epa rtm en t of Pathology and Dr. Peter 
K. Lauf of the  D epa rtm en t of Physiology.

Tw o additional p rom otions and the  
appoin tm ents of th ree  new  medical 
cen te r  faculty m em bers w ere also 
announced  by th e  provost.

Dr. P eter C. B urger and Dr. D iane E. 
M cG rath  have been prom oted to  
associate professor of pathology and 
assistan t professor of com m unity  and 
family medicine, respectively.

Newly appointed faculty and their  
positions are: Dr. Lennart Fagraeus, 
assistan t p rofessor of anesthesiology; Dr. 
Richard S. Surw it, associate professor of 
medical psychology; and Dr. Bruce A. 
Weber, associate professor of audiology.

Bigner, w ho also w as prom oted to 
associate professor of experim ental 
surgery , is a native of Biloxi, Miss. He 
earned a bachelor of science degree from  
the University of Georgia in 1962 and his 
M.D. from  D uke in 1965.

H e served residencies in neurology and 
neurosu rgery  at the  National Institu tes 
of H ealth  and a t D uke and w as named 
assistan t p rofessor of pathology in 1971 
afte r completing a Ph.D. in immunology.

Bigner's research is directed tow ard 
discovering techniques for th e  early 
detection and b e t te r  m onitoring of brain 
tum ors. He also is s tudying the possible 
role of viruses in tum or development.

Born in W urzburg, W est G erm any,

L auf r e c e iv e d  h is  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  
education in Essen and then  studied 
medicine a t the  universities of M unich 
and Freiburg. A fter earning an M.D. at 
th e  University of Freiburg in 1960, he 
served as research  fellow and associate 
the re  until 1964.

Betw een 1965 and 1967, he  was an 
associate a t the  Child Research C en te r  of 
Michigan in D etro it and assistant 
p rofessor o f  biochem istry a t W ayne State 
University. He joined the  D uke faculty as 
assistan t p rofessor of physiology in 1968, 
and in 1970 he w as nam ed also assistant 
professor of im munology.

A m em brane physiologist, Lauf is 
investigating altera tions of potassium  
and sodium tran sp o rt in animal cells by 
immunological reactions.

B u rg er  e a r n e d  h is  M .D . f ro m  
N orth w este rn  U niversity Medical School 
in 1966 and was nam ed assistant 
p rofessor a t D uke in 1973 after 
com pleting a pathology residency here.

McGrath, w ho also was just nam ed 
director of cancer control at the 
Com prehensive Cancer C en te r  (see 
Intercom, 1/20/78), had been an associate in 
C om m unity  H ealth  Sciences since 1975. 
She earned M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from 
The Pennsylvania S tate  University in 
1971 and 1974, respectively.

A fter receiving an M.D. in 1965 and a 
Ph.D. in 1975 at the  Karolinska Institu te  
in Stockholm, Sweden, Fagraeus served 
on the  institu te  faculty for a year and 
th e n  began anesthesiology residency 
train ing a t Duke.

Surwit, w ho completed his Ph.D. at

McGill U niversity in M ontreal in 1972, 
was assistan t p rofessor of psychology at 
H arvard  Medical School before joining 
th e  faculty here.

T he University of Illinois aw arded a 
Ph.D. in audiology to  Weber in 1966. 
Prior to  his medical ce n te r  appointm ent, 
he w as associate professor of speech and 
hearing  a t th e  U niversity of W ashington.
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Professional news

DR. PALMORE

Dr. Erdman Pal- 
more, pro fesso r of 
psychiatry  and  soci- 
ok)gy, has been elect

ed to  th e  executive 
committee of the  Be
havioral and Social 

Sciences Section of 
the  Gerontological 
Society.

He has completed 
a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Handbook on Aging, 
which will be published th is y ear by 
G reenw ood Press.

Palmore is d irector of Dulse's Research 
Train ing Program  in M ental Health,

Ben F. Weaver, fo rm er d irec tor of the  N.C. 
Regional Medical Program , adm inistered by 
Duke, has joined th e  East Carolina School of 
Medicine as assis tan t dean for adm inistration.

W eaver will be responsible for the  financial, 
personnel and purchasing activities qf the  
school.

The p resident of the  N.C. Society of Hospital 
A tto rneys for 1978 is Dr. David G. Warren, 
professor of health  adm inistration . He was 
elected at the  second annual m eeting  of the 
o rganization  this fall.

W arren also serves on the  American 
Hospital Association C om m ittee  on  Hospital 
G overning Boards, which m et recently in 
W ashington. He is listed in "W ho's W ho in 
Am erican Law" and "W ho's W ho in Health 
C are."
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FINISHING TOUCHES—A  group of students put the finishing packing on a snowman they built 
near the Davison Building during last week's snowfall. Snowmen of different shapes and sizes 
popped up all over the university and medical center campus as personnel and students rushed out 
to play in the first snowfall of the season. (Phitto by Parker Herring)

CO-EDITORS O f  BOOK— Dr. David H am burg  fleft), p residen t of th e  In stitu te  of Medicine of the  
National Academy of Sciences, and Dr. H. Keith Brodie, chairm an of th e  D epartm en t of 
Psychiatry, exam ine a copy of a book they  co-edited. The book, Am erican H andbook of 
Psychiatry, featu res  44 articles by psychiatrists and psychologists from  across the  country , 
including Dr. Ewald W. Busse, dean of medical and allied health  education. H am burg  was a t Duke 
Jan. 25 to give a talk on  "Em erging D irections in H ealth  Science Policy" sponsored by the  
university 's R oundtable on  Science and Public Affairs. Before becoming chairm an here, Brodie 
was on  the  faculty at S tan fo rd  University, p a rt  of which tim e H am burg  was psychiatry 
d epartm en t chairm an there . (Photo by Parker Herring)

Heart attack victims
(Continued from page 1)

If 45 per cent — 177,300 — w ere 
d i s c h a r g e d  a f t e r  o n e  w e e k ,  th e  
researchers said this would save $360 
million annually.

Better psychologically 
The doctors also said early release from  

th e  hospital could help diminish heart 
a ttack  patien ts ' fears about their  health.

"M any of the  patients — although they  
don 't have chest pains, shortness  of 
b rea th  or any o th e r  sym ptom s — become 
cardiac cripples," Rosati said.

"They don 't go back to  work. They 
retire . They trea t them selves as if they  
still have sym ptom s th a t Umit them . By 
shorten ing  the length  of hospitalization, 
we m ight contribu te  to  the  impression 
th a t  they  are no t as bad off as if they had 
been in the  hospital for a long time," he 
said.

No difference 
In the ir  study, the  researchers followed 

th e  medical progress of tw o  groups of 
h ea rt attack victims, one th a t  w en t hom e 
a fte r  a w eek and ano ther  th a t  was 
discharged in 11 days.

T heir  outcom es w ere  identical. No one 
in e ither  g roup  had serious heart troubles 
w ith in  six m onths of discharge, they  said.

"Such low-risk patien ts can be spared 
th e  economic and psychological stress of 
prolonged hospitalization," th e  study 
said.


