
Lefkowitz to receive Young Scientist Award Government studies 
radiation exposure

T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  is  
attempting to locate people who were 
at the scene of nuclear weapons 
testing in Nevada and at the proving 
grounds in the Pacific.

Conrad Knight, the university's 
radiological safety officer, said the 
effort is part of an epidemiological 
study of long-term effects of exposure 
to radiation.

T h e  to l l - f re e  n u m b e r  fo r  peop le  to  
call is  1 -800-638-8300 .

Goldsmith named Macy Schola

T h e  P assano  F o u n d a tio n  Inc. of 
B alt im ore , Md., h a s  selec ted  a D uke  
p h y s i c i a n  as  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  i t s  
p res tig ious  Y oung  S c ien tis t A w a rd  fo r  

1978.

D r. R o b e r t  J.
L efkow itz , p ro 
fe s so r  o f  m e d i 
cine a n d  a ss is ta n t  
p ro fe s so r  o f  b io 
ch em is t ry ,  w as  

c h o sen  f ro m  a- 
m o n g  o u t s ta n d 

ing facu lty  m e m 

b e r s  a g e d  35  
y ears  o r  y o u n g e r  
a t all A m erican  

m edical schools and  o th e r  h ea l th -re la ted  
in s ti tu t ions .

In a le t te r  to  Lefkow itz , S usan  Passano  
M acfarlane , p re s id en t  of th e  fo unda tion ,  
w ro te ;

" T h e  a w a rd  is m ade  in recogn ition  of 
y o u r  m a jo r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  field of 
h o rm o n e  and  d ru g  re c e p to r  research , 
y 6 u r  ability to  insp ire  s tu d e n ts ,  h o u se  

o fficers and  fellows w ith  y o u r  teach ings, 
and  y o u r  acu m en  in co rre la t ing  basic 
sciences and  clinical practice ."

Set fo r th  n e w  approach  at 27

T h e  aw ard , inc luding a tax -free  

h o n o ra r iu m  of $6 ,000, will be p re s e n te d  
at a d fn n e r  in B alt im ore  o n  April 17.

L efkow itz  w as  27 w h e n  he  published  
his f i rs t  paper  in 1970. In it, he  se t  fo r th  a 
n ew  app roach  to  th e  s tu d y  of h o rm o n e  
and  d ru g  recep to rs  — g ro u p s  o f  chemicals 
usually  located on  cell su rfaces  th a t  can 
com bine  specifically w ith  h o rm o n es .

d rugs , v iru ses  an d  o th e r  substances .

P rio r  to  his  w ork ,  w h ich  involved 
l a b e l l i n g  r e c e p t o r s  r a d i o a c t i v e l y ,  

essen tia lly  all such  s tud ies  w e re  ind irec t 
because  th e y  w e re  based  on  o bse rv a t io n s  

o f  physiological f e s p o n s e s  to  v a rious  
h o rm o n e s  and  d rugs .

Since th e n  he  has  w r i t te n  o r  co
a u th o re d  ap p ro x im a te ly  120 papers  and  
70 ab s t rac ts  in leading sc ien tif ic  jou rna ls .

T h e  P assano  F o u n d a tio n  w as  fo rm e d  in

1943 to  e n co u rag e  scientific r e sea rch  in 
m edicine, part icu la r ly  re sea rch  hav ing  
clinical applications.

Its fo u n d e r  w as  th e  la te  E dw ard  B. 
P assano , c h a i rm an  o f  th e  board  o f  the  

WiUiams an d  Wilkins Co., o n e  o f  th e  
n a t io n 's  la rges t  medical publish ing  
houses .

E igh t rec ip ien ts  o f  th e  fo u n d a t io n 's  
S en io r  A w ard ,  f i rs t  p re s e n te d  in  1945, 
h av e  g o n e  on  to  w in  N obel p rizes. T he  

Y oung  Scien tis t A w a rd  w as  e s tab h sh ed  in 
1975.

D r .  L o w e l l  G o l d s m i t h ,  a s s o c i a t e  

p ro fe sso r  o f  m edicine has  b een  selec ted  to  
receive a M acy F ou n d a tio n  Schola r 
A w ard  fo r  1978-79.

G o ldsm ith , a d e rm ato log is t ,  will use  
th e  $27 ,500  g ra n t  accom pany ing  th e  
aw a rd  to  finance  a year 's  s tu d y  leave a t  
th e  U n ivers ity  o f  O x fo rd  in England.

T h e  a n n u a l  
a w a r d s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  
1 9 7 2  b y  t h e  
Josiah M acy Jr.
F o u n d a t i o n  to  

a l l o w  m e d i c a l  
scholars  to  spend  

six m o n th s  to  a 
y ea r  in concen 

t r a te d  resea rch  at 
labo ra to r ie s  in 
th is  c o u n t ry  and  abroad.

G o ld sm ith  is one  o f  25 rec ip ien ts  
chosen  f ro m  m edical schools an d  schools 
o f  public h e a l th  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and  

C an ad a  fo r  th e  n ex t  academ ic year. 
T w e n ty  o f  th e  sc ien tis ts  have  e lected  to  
take  th e i r  sabbaticals abroad .

T h e  de rm a to lo g is t  will be inves tiga ting  
h o w  ce r ta in  ep iderm al p ro te in s  a re  
con tro lled  a t  th e  g ene t ic  level.

"T h e re  a re  m a n y  d iseases w h e re  th e re  
is too  m u c h ,  too  little  o r  n o n e  o f  a 
p a r t icu la r  p ro te in  o r  e n zy m e  in th e  
ep iderm is ,"  he  said. "W h en  w e  le a rn  to  
co n tro l  th e  exp ress ion  of th e se  p ro te in s  

an d  enzym es ,  w e  will have  gone  a long  
w ay  to w a rd  cu r in g  th e  illnesses."
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Students volunteer in med center
I Continued from page V  

T h e  p ro g ram  includes a tw o -w ay  
evaluation . S tu d e n ts  a re  eva lua ted  by 
personne l in th e ir  w ork  area  and  o ffe r  

eva lua tions  of th e ir  experience.
Part ic ipan ts  in the  fall p ro g ram  

genera l ly  said th a t  they  felt accepted. 
M an y  exp ressed  relief a t  being able to 

"s tom ach  th e  'blood and g u ts '  aspects  of 
medicine."

Som e no ted  th a t  th e y  becam e m o re

On tour today
Fifteen  s tu d e n ts  from  a medical 

ex p lo re rs  g ro u p  a t  C hape l Hill High 
School a re  to u r in g  th e  medical cen te r  
today . T h e  s tu d e n ts  a re  accom panied 

by th e i r  te ache r ,  B arbara  T h o rn to n .

DEC was there, too
A re p o r t  in Intercom, 3 /3/78, conce rn ing  

th e  H u m a n  Services Expo a t  S o u th  
S q u a re  Mall in a d v e r ten t ly  failed to  

m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  
E v a l u a t i o n  C e n t e r ' s  d i s p l a y  a l s o  
re p re se n te d  th e  medical c e n te r  d u r in g  the  

exhibit.
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aw a re  o f  the  varie ty  of positions in the  

hea l th  field. A nd o n e  c o m m en t ,  w hich  
echoed the  s e n t im e n ts  of several o th e rs ,  
expressed  th e  w ish  to  be able to  "change 
th e  seem ing ly  in h e re n t  no tion  th a t  som e 
hea l th  ca ree r  occupa tions a re  m ore  

valuable  th a n  o th e r s ."
T h e  hospita l experience  is designed  to  

prov ide  s tu d e n ts  w ith  tra in in g  and 
experience  t h a t  shou ld  help  th e m  qualify  
fo r s u m m e r  hosp ita l jobs. H anks  said. 
A nd it can be an  im p o r ta n t  asse t  should  
they  decide to  p u rs u e  a c a ree r  in the  
hea l th  field, she  added.

"It g ives th e m  a b e t te r  feel fo r th e  to ta l 

func t ion  of a hosp ita l ,"  H an k s  said. "T h ey  
find o u t  th e re 's  m o re  to  it th a n  w h a t  they  
have  seen  on 'M arcu s  Welby.'"

A

EMERGENCY R O O M  VOLUNTEERS—Above, staff nurse Janice Roberson explains emergency 
room (ER) procedures to Mary Contogiannis. At left, Kent Davis transports a patient being 

admitted through the ER. Contogiannis and Davis are Duke students participating in the Health 
Careers Volunteer Program.
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