
They beat 729,000 to 1 odds
(Continued from page 1)

The babies — all girls — and the ir  birth  
weights are: Lolita (2 pounds, 6 ounces), 
Rebecca (3 pounds, 5 ounces), Diana (3 
pounds, 7 ounces) and Carolinia (3 
p>ounds, 10 ounces).

Gall said th a t  the  chance of quadruplet 
b irths  is one in 729,000.

Since birth  they have been under the 
overall care of Dr. Lillian Blackmon, 
director of Duke nurseries and the 
neonatologist on  service at the time.

O n tour
T w enty-four n in th  graders from 

Carringto.n Junior High School in 
D urham  are touring  the  medical 
center today. The s tuden ts  are 
accompanied by Dot H oneycutt and 
their teacher, Ruth Haggard.

Because of the ir  p rem aturity  and the  
difficulty of the ir  lungs to  adjust 
immediately to an air environm ent, 
Blackmon said the  babies are all 
experiencing hyaline m em brane disease, 
o r  respira tory  distress, and had remained 
on respira tors th rough  the early part of 
this week.

Im proving steadily

They improved steadily and by 
midweek the  th ree  larger babies w ere off 
the ir  respirators. Blackmon said the 
smallest, Lolita, probably would be off 
hers by the  end of the week.

Mr. and Mrs. Roura have been married 
seven years and have tw o o th e r  children, 
also girls — Angelita, 4, and Christina, 15 
months. The fa the r  w orks for Ridgeway 
Opticians in Fayetteville and also works 
at night as bass player in a band.

Patiently responding to dozens of press 
inquiries and num erous  interviews, the 
one word the  Rouras have used to sum up 
th e i r  im m e d ia te  re a c t io n  to  th is  
unexpected tu rn  of events in their  lives is 
"shock."

T H E  H IS T O R Y - M A K I N C  7 M M —Five of the  centra} figures in th e  b irth  of D uke Hospital's first 
quadrup le ts reassem bled this week for th is form al p o rtra it. S tanding are  D r. S tanley  Gall (left) 
associate p ro fesso r of obstetrics-gynecology, and Dr. Arnold G randis, chief re siden t on the 
service, w ho  delivered th e  babies. Seated w ith  the  paren ts, Duilio and Rebecca R oura, is Dr. Lillian 
Blackmon, associate p rofessor o f pediatrics, w ho  is overseeing the  care o f th e  quadrup le ts. The 
o th e r p rim ary  partic ipants in th e  event — Rebecca, Lolita, D iana and C arolinia — w ere  receiving 

. som e special care in the  n u rse ry  and w e ren 't  able to  a ttend . (Photo by Lewis Parrish)

Program for ^college students’ over 60
Elderhostel, the  program  tha t offers 

people over 60 unique opportunities for 
weeklong experiences of campus life and 
academic achievement on campuses in 17 
d ifferent states, will convene a t Duke for 
th ree  weeks in July.

According to Dr. Jean O 'Barr, director 
of continuing education, Elderhostel '78 
will offer nine courses each week, July 2- 
8, 9-15 and 16-22. Duke is one of 10 
N orth  Carolina schools in the  program.

Regular Duke faculty will teach m ost of 
the non-credit, college level courses 
which cover a broad spectrum of 
interests . T hree 90-minute class periods 
a r e  in v o lv e d  d a i ly ,  so t h a t  an  
Elderhosteler w ho registers for all th ree 
w e e k s  m a y  a t t e n d  e v e r y  
th ro u g h o u t the session.

c o u r s e

The nationwide Elderhostel program, 
supported in part  by Title I Funds of the 
Higher Education Act, limits registration 
on any campus to 30 persons per week.

D u k e  c o u r s e s  w ill  in c lu d e  an  
assessm ent of the New Deal from  a 
contem porary  viewpoint; an examination 
of Cuba's place in history, including U.S.- 
C uban relations today as well as pre- 
Castro; a course on "W hat We Know and 
D on't Know about N utrition;" one in 
modern poetry, and ano ther  on Medicine 
and Society — how our lives are shaped 
by questions of health.

There also will be a course on how 
history is docum ented and how "oral 
h istory" changes w ha t we know; a how- 
to-do course on writing the  nostalgic 
piece; and a course entitled "O n Being
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March 31-April 7, 1978
Tht M tJ ic a l Center Calendar lists lectures, symposia and other activities of interest to faculty, s taff and students. Notices should he sent lo Box 3 3 54 no later than one week p rio r to 

publication. I f  last minute scheduling makes it  impossible to send a written notice in time, please call 6 8 4 -4 1 4 8 .

Friday, March 31
9 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

1 p.m.

Monday, April 3
12 noon

4 p.m.

Tuesday, April 4
12:30 p.m.

4 p.m.

4 p.m.

Spring N ursing  Program . A nn M. Jacobansky Aud, School of N ursing . C on tinues th ro u g h  Sat. m orning.
Joint sem inar sponsored  by C ellular and M olecular Biology P rogram  and the  D epartm en t o f Biochem istry. Joan A. Steitz, 
Dept, of M olecular Biophysics and Biochem istry, Yale U niversity , N ew  H aven, C onn., "H ow  Ribosomes Recognize In itia tor 

Regions in m R na," Rm 147, Nanaline H. D uke Bldg. C offee a t  12:15 in the  lobby.
M icrobiology and Im m unology Sem inar. D r. A ngus F. G raham , D ept, of Biochem istry. McGill University School of 

Medicine, M ontreal, "Replication of Reovirus," Rm 143, Jones Bldg.
N etw ork '^or C on tinu ing  Medical Education (NCME). P rogram  on  "O steoporosis: A D isorder of Bone-Remodeling, View in 

Rm M 405 at D uke  and Rm s D3008, C 6002 and C 7002 and Bldg 16 at th e  VA Hospital.

Pathology Research C onference. D r. Hal H aw kins, assis tan t p rofessor o f pathology, "L anthaum  as a T racer for Cell 

M em brane In jury ," Rm M204.
Sem inar sponsored by Pharm acological Sciences T rain ing  G ran t. Dr. Richard M iller, D ept, o f Physiological and 
Pharmacological Sciences, U niversity  of Chicago, "D istribu tion  and Functions of th e  Enkephalins, Rm 408, Nanaline H. 

D uke Bldg; Coffee a t 3:45.

G enetics Sem inar. D r. C harles Radding, Dept, o f Medicine and D ept, of M olecular Biophysics and Biochem istry, Yale 
U niversity , "Superhelical D N A  and G eneral G enetic  R ecom bination," Rm 147, Nanaline H. D uke Bldg. Coffee a t 12:15 in th e  

lobby.
S em inar sponsored  by Pharmacological Sciences T rain ing  G ran t. D r. A ndre  D ray, D ept, of Physiology, "Interactions or 
B arb itu ra tes ami o th e r  C en tra l D epressan ts w ith  A m ino Acid A ntagonists ,"  Rm 408 N analine H. D uke Bldg. C offee a t 3:45. 
Council on  Aging and H um an  D evelopm ent. D r. H erschel Jick', Boston C ollaborative D ru g  Surveillance Program , Boston 

U niversity  Medical C en te r , "T he  Influence o f Age on  D ru g  R eactions," Rm 1504, G eron to logy  Bldg (blue zone).

H um an in the  C ontem porary  World."
The la tte r  course involves in-class 

discussions of hum an  experience in areas 
of culture, nature , self, o the rs  and the 
sacred, O 'B arr said.

Cam p^s dorm itory  facilities are the 
"hostel" and meals may be taken in 
university dining halls, along with o ther  
sum m er students.

Fees of $75 per week for in-state 
residents and $105 per week for ou t-of 
sta te rs  include room and board and 
tuition.

Local residents living at home may 
a ttend  as day s tuden ts  for a $15 a week 
fee.

M embers of Duke's Institute for 
Learning in Retirem ent may attend  as 
part of the ir  regular sum m er program.

Registration forms and brochures 
covering Elderhostel program s in N orth 
Carolina this sum m er may be requested 
from Elderhostel, 204 A bernethy Hall 
OOO2A, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. Day 
s tudents  m ust register th rough  the 
Continuing Education Office at Duke in 
107 Bivins Bldg., East Campus.

Particulars on the Duke program may 
be obtained by calling 684-6259.

Save in 1984
National Highway Traffic Safety 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (N H T S A )  o f f ic ia ls  
es tim ate th a t  ow ners  of 1984 model cars 
will save approximately $1,000 on the 
cost of gasoline (computed at 65<t a gallon) 
and $200 in m aintenance costs over the 
life of the  car as compared to  1977 models.

Maintenance costs will be less because 
vehicle w eight will decrease, perm itting 
use of smaller and therefore  less 
expensive tires, brakes, batteries, an 
o the r  parts.
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Wednesday, April 5
8:15 p.m. R oundtable on Science and Public A ffairs. Sir William H aw th o rn e , M aste r o f ChurchUl College, Cam bridge University, 

"Energy and E nvironm ent: C onflic t o r  C om prom ise ," G ross C hem  Lab Aud.

"WiMtsver happened to that 
physical fitness program you 
were all steamed up alwutr’


