
NEW HO U SE OFFICERS O N  B O A R D  —  This year's medical cen te r  house s ta ff totals 473 residents 
and 147 fellows, of which 225 are  new  to  Duke. Accounting clerks Sharon Pow ers (left) and 
Patricia W hitfield assist th ree  of the  house officers w ith  som e of th e  num ero u s  form s they  need to 
complete. M ary Fendt, adm inistrative  assistan t in the  H ouse S taff Office, said th a t  th is year s 
Duke house officers come from  througfiou t th e  United S ta tes and A ustralia, Belgium, Canada, 
Columbia, England, Finland, France, G hana, H ong Kong, India, Iran, Jamaica, Japan, Korea, 
Lebanon, the  N etherlands, New  Zealand, Pakistan, the  Phillipines, Poland, Rhodesia, South  

Africa, Taiw an and Sw itzerland. (Photo by ]ohn Beclon)

Duke sociologist says

Protestant work ethic shifting

Professional News

By Bob Wilson 
Duke N ews Service 

The once-hallowed P ro testan t work 
ethic th a t  extolled hard  labor and self- 
discipline for generations of Americans is 
m igrating from the assembly line to  the 
executive suite, a Duke sociologist says.

"Vestiges of the  P ro testan t ethic are 
found in even the  m ost m odern of 
executives," says Dr. John Wilson, an 
associate professor of sociology.

Wilson notes in a new  book tha t the 
P ro testan t ethic isn't faring well among 
blue-collar workers in America's post­
industrial society, and for a variety of 
reasons.

Wilson's book, "Religion in American 
Society," has been published by Prentice- 
Hall. A college-level text, it is a 
sociological study of Americans and their 
religious life.

Little incentive 
The researcher says w orkers are so 

strongly influenced by technological and 
economic changes tha t they often  have 
little incentive any more to  practice the 
P ro testan t ethic virtues of thrift,  
craftsm anship  and self-reliance.

Thus, Wilson argues, a motivating 
force tha t did m uch to boost capitalism 
has given way to trade unions tha t bring 
economic benefits th rough  collective 
bargaining ra th e r  than  individual effort, 
and "the need for self-reliance has been 
diminished by the in troduction of the  
welfare state ."

Wilson says executives are now  the 
ones w ho have flexibility to make 
individual decisions and take actions th a t  
m ight be reflected in the  old-time 
P ro testan t ethic.

"They are," he says, "imbued with a 
rational drive for economic gain."

Belief more significant 
In many ways, Wilson notes, the  

im portance of the  P ro testan t ethic today 
lies no t in its actual relation to 
socioeconomic achievement, "bu t in the 
belief tha t this relation exists."

A lthough hard  w ork  doesn 't guaran tee  
success and chances of becoming a real- 
life Horatio  Alger are few, the belief tha t 
these things can happen is widespread 
am ong th e  middle and  upper classes, 
Wilson says.

The sociologist believes the  P ro testan t 
ethic survives in easily recognizable form  
today in such injunctions as "Anything 
th a t  is w o rth  doing is w o rth  doing well," 
and in a disdain for the "idle rich" w ho 
seem to  produce little o r  nothing 
worthwhile.

Hard work may be obstacle 
It's ironic, Wilson says, bu t the growing 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
complexity of life means tha t virtues such 
as hard  work and th r if t  may actually be 
obstacles ra th e r  than  aids to economic 
well-being.

"The injunction to  be th rif ty  is unwise 
w h e n  in f la t io n  is p e r m a n e n t  an d  
relatively cheap credit is available," he

D r. E verett H . Ellinwood Jr., professor of 
psychiatry, participated in th ree  professional 
m eetings in Europe th is m onth .

He presen ted  a paper on  "D ifferential 
Clovapine Effects on  C hronic S tim ulan t j 
Induced Behaviors" during  a Sym posium  o n ' 
Receptors of Dopam ine Agonists; New 
Biochemical Approaches, July 6-8 in Beerse, 

Belgium.
At the  11th C ongress  of th e  Collegium 

Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum 
July 9-14 in Vienna, A ustria , Ellinwood 
presen ted  tw o research  papers and chaired a 
w orkshop on  "Stim ulants: M echanism s of 

Actions."
This week, Ellinwood has been a ttend ing  the 

7th In ternational C ongress of Pharmacology 

in Paris.

D r. James F. G ifford  Jr., associate p rofessor 
of com m unity  and family medicine, will 
p resen t a papfer July 24 on "The Influence on 
Am erican C u ltu ra l and Intellectual H istory  on 
Public Policy" to  a U.S. Civil Service 
C om m ission Executive T rain ing Sem inar.

G ifford is th e  ed ito r of "Medical Education 
and the  Elective Principle," scheduled for 
publication this sum m er by Duke University 

Press.

to executives

writes. "Thriftiness also makes less sense 
w hen  savings are imposed on the typical 
w age-earner by the  re investm ent policies 
of major corporations and the  tax 
program s of th e  sta te ."

Wilson says farm ers  w ho conform  
most closely to  the P ro testan t ethic tend 
to  m a k e  " le ss  r a t i o n a l  d e c is io n s"  
concerning the  use of machinery and

D r. M ontague  B row n, professor of health  
adm inistration , p resen ted  a paper a t  the  
Invitational C onference on  M ulti-H ospital 
System s and Shared Services in W ashington, 
June 15-16. T he paper was "M ulti-Hospital 
System s and Shared Services: Some Q uestions 
and Issues."

D r. S tu a rt  H andw erger, associate p rofessor 
of pediatrics and assis tan t professor of 
physiology, has been appointed  to  a fou r-year 
te rm  on th e  H um an  Embryology and 
D evelopm ent S tudy Section of the  National 
Institu te  of Child H ealth and Developm ent, 
National In stitu tes  of Health.

D r. Blaine S.
Nashold  Jr., p ro ­
fessor of n e u ro ­
surgery , delivered a 
special lecture on 
the  fu tu re  prospects 
of neuroprosthesis 
in  n e u r o s u r g e r y  
during  the  30th 
annual m eeting  of 
th e  Scandinavian 
Neurosurgical Soci­
e ty  June 14-17 in DR. N A SH O LD  
Bergen, Norway. He also was made a 
corresponding m em ber of th e  society.

Following the  m eeting , N ashold w as visiting 
professor a t  the  University  of Umea, Sweden, 
and th e  Karolinska In stitu te  in Stockholm.

ultimately make less profit.
He also notes th a t  the re  is no difference 

betw een P ro testan ts  and Catholics in 
regard to w ork and consumption.

"A ttitudes tow ard  w ork  and leisure are 
bec o m in g  in c re a s in g ly  s e cu la r ize d .  
M em bers of d iffe ren t faiths can share 
these a t titudes w ithou t violating their  
religious principles."

i
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"Sorry I'm late, I cut myself 
shaving this morning,"

Student in tourney
Fourth-year medical s tuden t Douglas 

Reintgen was the  run n er-u p  in the  
Cham pionship Flight of the  recent 
Herald-Sun Papers Golf Tournam ent.

The championship m atch a t the 
Hillandale Golf C ourse  was close all the 
way, w ith  Reintgen eventually losing by 
tw o strokes to  defending champion Thad 
Daber of Raleigh.

NCME program
The sum m er schedule for the  N etw ork 

fo r  C o n t in u in g  M edica l E d u ca tio n  
continues w ith  a program  on "The Five 
Phases of Acute Myocardial Infarction."

It can be viewed today and Wednesday 
(July 26) at 1 p.m. in Room M406 at Duke 
and Rooms D3008, C6002 and C7002 and 
Building 16 at the VA Hospital.

Correction
A  special sem inar sponsored by the 

D epartm en ts  of Biochemistry and 
A natom y will be held today. Last 
week's Intercom incorrectly stated tha t 
the  seminar was to have been July 14.

D r. G eo f  W ahl of S ta n f o rd  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Biochemistry will speak on "Gene 
amplification as a mechanism of 
resistance to  an an ti- tum or agent,"  in 
Room 147, Nanaline H. Duke Building 
at 12:30 p.m. Coffee will be served at 
12:15 in the  lobby.


