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AN ANSWER

(Editor’s Note: The follow ine le tte r
com es in  answ er to a reoient guest edi
torial.)

V

E ditor, M aroon and Gold,

Elon College, N. C.

D ear Bob:

O ur college p ap e r recen tly  carried  a le t

te r  to  you from  our p reside» t of the  s tu 

d en t body. 1 fee l th a t I  should answ er 

th is  le tte r, as indications are th a t p a r t  of 

th is  m isunderstanding is my fault.

Building th e  new  gym nasium  has been 
the  biggest th ing  done on th is  cam pus in  
th e  p as t tw enty-five years. I t  could never 
have been bu ilt th is  soon if th e  studen ts 
h ad  not gotten  beh ind  th e  p ro jec t and 
given the  support th a t they  have given. As 
m atte rs  stand  now, the  job  is only half 
done. O ver ha lf of th e  cash paid  on th e  
gym nasium  has had  to be borrow ed. P r e ^  
en t indications are  th a t  we w ill have to 
borrow  a t le a s t $130,000 w hen all b ills are  
paid  and the  build ing has been  equipped. 
A t th e  p resen t tim e we have only $70,000 
in  unpaid  p ledges to  cover th is  am ount. 
T his m eans th a t the  alum ni have to  raise 
an  additional $60,000 if  th e  gym nasium  is 
to  be tru ly  an alum ni building. T he col
lege board  of tru s te es  authorized th e  bor
row ing of th e  money, b u t w ith  th e  under
standing  th a t th e  alum ni would assum e th e  
obligation of repaying the  loan.

The executive com m ittee of our alum ni 
association knew  th a t money w ould have 
to  be borrow ed if th e  build ing was to be 
com pleted. They also knew th a t i t  would 
be up to them  to  repay  the  loan. They 
‘knew  th a t the  building, w hen com pleted, 
would be a source of revenue. A t th e ir  
m eeting last Ju ly  they  voted  unanim ously 
th a t all p rofits received from  th e  building 
would be tu rn ed  over to th e  alum ni office 
to  be applied  to  help ing pay off the  loan. 
This was to  include the  concessions. They I 
realized th a t th e re  would be cost to  oper
a ting  the building and  concession, b u t le ft 
th e  details of th is  to  th e  college officials 
Knowing th a t th e  s tuden t body had  as 
la rge a stake in the  gym nasium  as any 

■ o th e r  group, th e  m em bers of the  com mit
te e  fe lt th a t they  would go along w ith any 
ag reem en t th a t would help  fin ish  paying 
fo r  the  gymnasium. I  fee l su re  tha t, if  
th is  had been known, a g rea t dea l of th is 
m isunderstanding  would have been avoid
ed .

. I  understand  th a t th e  "E ” M en’s Club 
is receiving 10 p e r  cen t of th e  n e t p ro fits  
from  th e  concession and th a t th is  is ter be 
applied  to paying fo r th e ir  sw eaters. I  fee l 
su re  th a t if  they do n o t m ake enough to  
pay fo r th e  sw eaters th a t th e  d ifference 
can  be m ade up  from  the  am ount received 
from  th e  concession by th e  alum ni associ
ation .

I f  you should see f it to p r in t th is  le tte r, 
r d  like to  take th e  opportun ity  to  express.

the

yankee peddler :
By BOB W RIGHT ^

E arly  A. M. Serenade

L e t m e stay in  th e  arm s of M orpheus;

L et me keep ^is sweet repose.

L e t m e reve l h e re  in  th is  luxury.

L e t m e shie from  weal and woe.

L et me— aw nutz, lem m e sleep!

♦  * ♦

H eadline: “O rien t W onders W hat Sov

ie t G ets In  P act.” One of these days a fel

low w ill show up  singing, “I  Came H ere 

to Talk F o r Joe ,” th en  th ey ’ll find  out.

♦ ♦

The classified section of th e  Springfield, 

Mass., new spapers carried  an ad for a “de

linquen t and am bitious young lady.” I t 

is repo rted  th a t several applicants were 

on hand  for the  job. Of course the  ad 

should have read  “d iligen t” b u t i t  ju s t 

goes to  show you.

We are  certain ly  in  a h u rry  to  reach  the  

u ltim ate in  destruction. We have gone 

from  th e  A-Bomb to  the  H-Bomb, com

ple tely  ignoring B, C. D, E. F , cind G. I t  

is  to  be hoped th a t our sc ientists do not 

choose to d isregard  th e  re s t of the  a lpha

bet.

*  *  *

On th e  day th e  w eather tu rn ed  cold we 

saw our f irs t robin. T hat little  harb inger 

of S pring certain ly  looked foolish as he 

sh ivered and  shook in  th e  chilly breezes.

*  *  *

In  all probability  N ash P a rk e r’s nex t 

public appearance w ill be sponsored by th e  

B.V.D. com pany. P araphrasing  th e  g ird le 

advertisem ents, we can im agine som ething 

like this: “Look w hat I  can do in  my new

B.V.D. shorts.” A t th e  risk  of rem aining 

on th e  sub ject too long, we m ust rep o rt 

th a t  th e re  are  rum ors to th e  effec t th a t 

Nash is to  be nam ed “Mr. S c iw ie s  of 

1949-50.”

♦ •  ♦

I f  the  im plication of th e  proceeding p ar

agraph escapes you, i t ’s your own fault. 

You should have been “O ut of the  F rying 
P an .”

*  *  *

A h yes, Incom e Tax tim e is here . I t ’s 

th e  only tim e of year we enjoy our lowly 

rung  on th e  financial ladder.

H eadline: “Spud P rops H it Twice In

S enate.” I f  th ey  knock those p rops out 

around  here , ou r biU of fa re  w ill collapse.

* •  *

H eadline: “R epublicans In su lt U. S. In 

te lligence, ’Trum an D eclares.”  P erhaps 

H arry  th inks h is taxes are  a com plim ent to  
th e  U. S. income.

♦ • •

I t  m ight be w ell to  increase th e  fire  in 

surance on th e  M ooney Building. Dr. 

Reynolds’ flam ing rhe to ric  m ight s ta r t  a 

blaze sim ilar to  th e  one w hich bu rned  the  

S outhern  P ines church afte r h is serm on 

there . H olocaustic homiletics!

N orth  D orm ’s new  them e song: “Baby,
I t ’s Cold Inside.”

*  *  *

South D orm itory has been  m ade the  

garden  spot of the  Carolinas. I ts  inhabi

ta n ts  would have apprecia ted  a load or 

two of f ill in  f ro n t and to  th e  side of the  

build ing m ore th an  th e  bushes, however.

on behalf of th e  en tire  alum ni association, 
my sincere appreciation  to  studen ts fo r 
th e ir  support fo r the  pas t two years. 
T here is no doubt in  th e  m inds of anyone 
connected w ith  th e  project, th a t, if  th e  
students of E lon College had  not support

ed th is p ro jec t as they  hav6, th e  gymnasi

um  would n o t be standing on our cam pus 

today. They have reason to  be proud  of 

w hat they  have done.

S incerely,

JIM M Y DARDEN.

browsing

around

w ith

BILL SINCLAIR

Coy Eaves invited  me to  take a to u r of 
th e  dorm itories w ith  him , b u t I  frankly  
could see no reason  to do such. I t  seems 
th a t the  com plaint dea lt w ith th e  bid week 
or bid n igh t parties. Oh well! A lt-w ork 
and no play  m akes Jack  a du ll boy.

* * ♦

I t  seems t,i>3 t  in te res t in the  Elon P lay
e rs ’ productions has fallen  off a g rea t 
deal. W hen th e  cu rta in  w ent up  on open
ing n ight, th irty  people w ere in  the  au
ditorium . This may be due to  the  fact 
th a t too m any attrac tions w ere against the  
studen t p layers. Among th e  rival a ttrac 
tions w ere such th ings as th e  basketball 
game, a good show in  G reensboro and an 
excellent movie in  B urlington. On the  
second nigh t of the  play th e re  w ere about 
250 presen t, and th e  play was m uch better. 
I  th in k  the  play was excellent, and  say, 
“O rchids to  Carolyn Poythress who played 
the  p a r t of D ottie, and to  G ardner U nder
hill who played th e  p a r t of Norm an.” My 
reason for picking these two in particu lar 
is th a t they  have no t been in a previous 
play th is  year, and th e ir  acting was of top 
rank . To the  o ther p layers I  would like 
to  say th a t they  did a w onderful job  and 
I  am  looking forw ard to  some m ore good 
acting. ‘

♦  ♦  *

Tentative plans call fo r th e  production 
of ‘A ntigone” by th e  Elon P layers. This 
is a G reek dram a which has been tran s
la ted  in to  common, every-day language. 
T here w ill be none of the  highbrow  in  th is  
play. I t  should ge very  good and of in te r 
es t to  all students. The studen ts  of th e  
h igh schools in  the  surrounding  areas 
should m ake th is  play a m ust on th e ir  lis t 
of activities.

* * *

Dr. Reynolds preached  a t the  W ide F el
lowship C hristian  C hurch in  Southern  
P ines la st Sunday. A few days a fte r tha t, 
the  G reensoro paper noted  th a t th e  church 
had  burned. We w onder if i t  was because 
of a fau lty  serm on

— C ontribu ted  . . .
* * *

The tim e is draw ing n ea re r  and nearer! 
I t ’s only one m ore week! Exam inations 
will s ta r t on M arch 1st! Everyone w ill be 
singing th e  exam blues!

In  a few weeks, th e  m obile X -ray u n it 
from  B urlington will be on the  campus. 
I t  should be the  desire of everyone to  have 
an X -ray made, i t  is  th e  only su re  way we 
have to  determ ine ou r Im m unity o r sus
ceptib ility  to th a t nasty  old TB germ . 
D on’t  delay! G et your chest X-rayed. 
I t ’s b e tte r  to  be safe th a n  sorry!

♦  * ♦

H eard  on th e  cam pus th e  o ther day: 
th e  defin ition  of M essiah is— a group of 
people who believe in  Communism.

Behind Scenes With Elon Players..
You can always te ll by th e  hag

gard  look on the  face of Mrs. Eliz
abeth  Sm ith th a t she is producing

By EDWARD ENGLES

be qu ite  vexing, and  th e  rep lace 
m en t has to p u t in  a li ttle  over
tim e to  ge t h is lines. T hat hap

a play, for Mrs. Sm ith (or, as she pened to  J e r ry  A llen in th is  la s t
i.c; f l f f p o f i n n  o f  u . ,  ai__ I  ,  . . . .  .Is affectionately called by the  
P layers, “Mrs. S m ith”), like al
m ost everyone else, tends to crack 
up under the  s tra in  of th inking of 
sixty d iffe ren t th ings a t once.

The rou tine  of producing these 
plays is p re tty  m uch the  sam e—if 
you can overlook the  chaos th a t 
each play involves in itself. A fter 
a respectable period of tim e has 
elapsed, and the  the  corpse of the 
last play is quite cold —  usually 

two days—th e re  is heard  in 
M ooney Chapel th e  weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of tee th  
which is the  signal fo r a new  cast 
to assemble. Not only is i t  the  
signal fo r a new  
cast, bu t i t  is also 
th e  underly ing 
them e song of 
all rehearsa ls ; 
and it  grows in 
in te n s ity  in  di
rec t ra tio  to  the  
length  of tim e 
le ft before open
ing  night.

How They S ta rt

I f  a n y o n e  
doubts th a t the  
m a k i n g  of a 
play is a tr ia l to 
all concerned, 
le t m e give you 
a quick r u n 
d o w n  of the  
facts. I  guess 
th e  logical place 
to s ta r t  would 
be a t th e  begin
ning.

F o r a few days 
a f te r  a  play has 
been shown, th e  
P layers e ith e r

show. O ne of th e  boys realized  
th a t  he could no t p lay  basketball 
and a tten d  rehearsa ls  too, so he 
had  to  drop his p a r t  in “O ut Of 
The F ry ing  P an .” J e r ry  cam e in  
la te  and had  qu ite  a tim e le a rn 
ing his p a r t in  tim e for th e  p e r 
form ance.

Experience H elps

The cast is usually  m ade up 
la rgely  of people whO' have p rev i
ously acted  in one of th e  plays. 
These people know w hat w ill be 
requ ired  of them . Of those who 
have played in  a successful p lay  
th e re  are  usually  two types: firs t,

One of the  busiest groups behind the  scenes w ith  th e  Elon 
P layers is the  one w hich p repares the scenery  fo r th e  staging 
of th e  plays The big “f la ts” m ust be rep a in ted  and redeco 
ra ted  fo r each play, and  th en  th e re  Is always the fu rn itu re  and 
o ther “p rops” to  be secured. Shown above (lef to  righ t) are 
R obert W right, Louise Spence and  W alker Fesm ire, aU busily 
engaged in th e  job  of pain ting  p a r t  of th e  scenery.

Taken from  th e  GREENSBORO DAILY 
NEWS:

The f irs t earth-V enus encounter occur
red  about 3,500 years ago. T hat was th e  
period  w hen the  Israelites fled  from  Egypt 
and the  R ed Sea p arted  to  le t  them  
through. Dr. Velikovsky explains how 
gravitational and electrom agnetic d isturb 
ances from  th e  two p lanets getting  close 
m ight have accounted fo r the  Red Sea 
parting  and many o ther events of th a t p er
iod.

F orty  years la te r, a sim ilar approach of 
Venus and E arth , he says, may account fo r 
the  sun standing s till as repo rted  in  Josh 
ua. He says th e  ea rth ’s ro tation  v irtually  
stopped fo r a while.

T hat is a good argum ent for th e  profes
sors of theology and th e  scientists. Some 
of th e  professors of theolojgy m aintain  
th a t th e  illustrations o r  incidents are pu re 
ly  figures of speech, o thers say th a t i t  is 
a lite ra l happening. W ho's righ t?

walk proudly 
th rough  the  corridors w ith  happy 
sm iles on th e ir  w eary faces, o r 
sulk along th e  least-travelled  
path s to  th e ir  classes depending 
on the  success of the  play. Then 
th e  notice is posted  th a t a cast is 
going to be assem bled fo r a new 
play. A ll th e  w ork s ta rts  over 
again.

Each prospective actor and ac t
ress has to  decide w hether o r not 
he o r  she w ants to  be in  the play. 
This req u ires  a little  considera
tion , because once someone gets a 
p a r t in  a play he m ust p u t out a 
lo t of tim e working on it. T here 
a re  those who do no t realize ju s t 
how m uch tim e they  will have to 

spend  w hen they  try  out fo r a 

pa rt; consequently  th e re  are  a few 

who find, a f te r  they  have begun 

rehearsing , th a t i t  requ ires too 

m uch of th e ir  tim e. The problem  

of replacing  them  In th e  cast can

th e re  is th e  type th a t doesn’t  care 
to  r isk  losing w hat p restig e  he 
may have gained (he doesn’t  show 
up fo r th is  one); then  th e re  is  th e  
type th a t had such a good tim e do
ing a good p lay  th a t he w ants to 
be in  the  nex t one. Of those who 
have ju s t  been in  a tu rk ey  (and I 
don t  m ean th e  k ind  you see in  a 
delicatessen), th e re  a re  also two 
types: th e  one who doesn’t  th ink  
th e  re su lt was w orth  aU th e  work 
will n o t come back, of course; bu t

th e re  are  a few  de term ined  souls rions 1 j
around  who ac t in  an  unsuccess- Bob W ^ e r  
fu l Dlav and  W alker bem g one.fu l p lay  and come back m ore de
te rm ined  th a n  ever to  ge t ano ther 
part. Add to  a ll th is  th e  sadistic 
type th a t com es to  reh earsa ls  to  

revel in  th e  agony p ic tu red  on th e  

d irec to r’s face, and you have re 

cru ited  a sm all arm y  fo r th e  nex t 

sanguinary  a ttack  on th e  thea tre .

A fter everyone p resen t reads 

the various p a rts  to  be played, a

process w hich takes  an  hour or so 
th e  d irec to r  rem oves the  clothes 
p in  from  h e r  nose, shuts her eyes 
says “eenie, m eenie, mine, mo, 
and  th e  cast has been selected. 
Som etim es th e  boys wind up with 
w om en’s parts , and  vice-versa 
bu t a f te r  a few  rehearsals  this er  ̂
ro r  is  usuaUy discovered and rec
tified . N aturaUy, everyone came 
in  w ith  th e  idea  of playing the  ̂
lead, and  m uch  diplomacy on the- 
p a r t  of th e  d irec to r is required as 
she assures each m em ber of the- 
cast th a t  h is  p a r t  is  indeed the- 
m ost im p o rtan t in  the  whole play. 
Once th is  is  done, almost every
one g e ts  a book from  which to 
m em orize h is  lines (for some ob
scu re  reason , th e re  are never 
enough books to go around), and 

th e  machinery is 
se t into wobbly 
motion.

M aking Scenery 

M eanwhile, com- 
m i f t  e e s have 
been organized 
to  take care of 
th e  properties, 
th e  set, the pub
licity, and all the 
details th a t are 
a p a r t of a pro
duction. Every
one in the Play
ers, w hether he 
is in  the play or 
no t, is assigned 
a task , which he 
solem nly swears 
to  carry  out to 
th e  best of his 
ablility. M‘ r  s. 
S m ith  n e v e r  
fails to be fool
e d  by these ea r  
n es t avowals a ; 
assistance, anc 1 

the  re su lt is  a last-m inute discov> 
e ry  th a t  th e  com m ittees have beea 
w aiting  u n ti l  th e  eleventh hour 
to  g e t th m g s done. This can bo 
very  d isconcerting , as you can 
w ell Im agine. I t  happens, how
ever, and  i t  is n o t d ifficu lt to un
ders tan d  why. U n til th e  play is 
*lm ost rea d y  to  open, nobody 
seem s to  have tim e to  th ink  of 
such  d rea ry  th ings as props, sets, 
and  production  details in  general. 
T here  a re  a few  notable excep
tions to  th is  ru le .

R ehearsa l T im e

M ost of th e  tim e is spen t in  re
hearsals . As you w ould expect, 
th e  m ain troub le  is th e  memoriz
ing  of lines. Everyone has his 
own system  of le a rn in g  lines, an^ 
fro m  th e  looks of th e  f irs t few re 
hearsals , n o t one w orthw hile sys
tem  has ever b een  devised. Some 

(C ontinued On P age Foar)

“T hat strip -tease arU st had a ho t tim e 
la s t n igh t.”

Was she toasted  by th e  custom ers?” 

“No; g rilled  by th e  police."

The only th ing  about coal contracting  is 
th e  pile.

Betw een shortages of coal and  w ater. 

New Y ork’s rea lly  being shown no quar
te r .

I C M e m xS T IV I  i-ftO  I

AW CMON-TR» SOME OF MY FACE CREAM '


