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Christians Topple Bulldogs In Lopsided Tilt On Elon Floor
^^1^5 C J L i n  AM) BE NCII AS ELON TOPS CE?^TUKY MAKK A(;AINST M;S B r d l l S O I l  Lcilils As Eloil

Records 106-79 Victory

k.

Action on both the  c o u rt and  the  bench proved in te res ting  as

the F igh ting  C hris tians  b la s ted  out w ith th e ir  finest scoring  of the

y e a r  and  topped the  cen tu ry  m a rk  in a  106 to 79 v ic to ry  over the 

A tlan tic  C hris tian  Bulldogs in E lon 's  A lum ni M em orial G y m nasium

on T h u rsd a y  night, J a n u a ry  7th. J e s s e  B ranson , E lon 's  A ll-A m erican 

fo rw ard , launched  v e ry  n e a r ly  into o rb it a s  he w ent up  for a  c ru c ia l 

rebound a g a in st the  Bulldogs in the  scene a t  the  left. He got the  ball 

a s  Bill T ice, Bulldog s ta r ,  seem ed  about to y ank  B ran so n 's  leg off 

and  le a \e  w ith it. C oach Bill M iller is shown above as he took a d ­

v an tag e  of a  b rie f tim e  out to  give in s truc tions  to the  C hris tians  in 

Iront of the  Elon bench, lining up  som e of the  s t ra te g y  th a t  re su lted  

in the  im pressive  tr ium ph .

H itting  w ith  dead ly  a cc u ra c y  
fro m  bo th  th e  floor a n d  th e  free  
throw  line a n d  d om ina ting  both 

; boards  on rebounds, th e  C hristian  
L .;igers  hit the  c e n tu ry  m a rk  for 
I the  second tim e  th is  season  a s  they  

w alloped the  A tlan tic  C hris tian  

j B ulldogs 106 to 79 h e re  on T h u rs ­
day  night, J a n u a ry  7th.

T h e re  w ere  five E lon p la y e rs  in 
double figures, w ith  J e s s e  B ranson  
banging hom e 30 poin ts  for the  top 

honors. O the rs  w e re  Art UavLs with 
17, C harlie  Van L e a r  w ith 13, and  
R ichard  Such and  D ave  W infrey 
with 10 points each . High for A t­
lan tic  C hristian  w as Doug Simmon.s 
w ith 17 coun ters.

1 In  h itting  the  cen tu ry  m a rk , th e | 
j  C hris tians  jum p ed  off to a  quick i 
j 16 to 7 lead  a n d  w ere  a h ea d  by a i 
1  lopsided 58 to 33 m a rg in  a t t h e ' 
1 halftim e. B ranson  got 20 of his 3 0 ’ 

poin ts  in th a t  o[)ening half and  I 
p layed  only ten  m inu tes  of the  f in a l ' 
half a s  younger p la y e rs  took over.!

The C hris tian  outfit p rofited  b y ' 
its a cc u ra c y  a t  the  free-th row  line ' 
a s  th e  Elon  c a g e rs  hit 36 of 48 c h a r ­
ity tosses. F o u r of th e  Bulldog 

p la y e rs  w ent out by the  five-foul 
route .

The line-ups:
I’os. F^lon (106)

K—B ranson  (301 
F —Such ( 1 0 )
C—Van L e a r  (13)
G— A. D avis (17)
(i— Atkins 1 8 )

Elon 65. Wofford 64.
Klon (HI, Pfeiffer (»8.
Klon 85. Lenoir Khyiie 84,
Klon 65. High I’olnt 76.
KJnn 56. Appalachian 59.
Klon 60. Krskinc 65.
Klon 10(1. liOynla 80.
Klim 71. Kort Kustls 75.
Klon H4. Wofford 92.
Elon 106. A.C.C. 79.
Klon 60, Kas( ('urollna 67.

(Keniuiiiing Canios)
Jan. II—('aiiiplit-ll. uway.
Jan . 14—Guilford, home.
Jan . 16—Catawba, away.
Jan . 18—CamplM'll. honir.
Jan . 23—High Point, home.
Jan . 30—C atauba. home.
Keh. I—.A.C.C., away.
Keb. 3—Frederick, away.

6—West Cartilina. home. 
P>b. 8—I’felffer. away.
Kell. 10—Appalachian, home. 
Feb. 13—Kast Carolina, home. 
Kell. 17—I.enoir Khyne. away. 
Feb. 20—West Carolina, away. 
F’eb. 24-27—Conference Tourney 

a t  Lexington.

A.C.C. (79) 
Jo n es  ( 4 1

H alf-tim e: E lon 58, A.C.C. 33. 
E lon  subs  — H ughes 2. Andrew

Ita m se y  (8) 8. T. D av is  1, N icks 7, W infrey 10.

H obbs 1 6 1  A tlan tic  C hris tian  subs  — Tice 10,
S erba  I9 ' A.shworth 9. H a rp e r  4. Sam uel 2,

S im m ons (17) Johnson  10.

Spotlighting 
The Fighting 

Christians
By TOM CORBITT

Wintiinp:, One Ami Losing' One . . .

Elon Hits Finals In Fort Eustis Meet

pleased  w ith sev e ra l a sp e c ts  of the 
C hris tian  play, bu t th e re  re m a in e d  

th e  p rob lem  of finding th e  best 
s ta r tin g  five. And to s ta r t  winning 
again , a  good p e rfo rm an ce  from  

..he g u a rd s  w as necessa ry  in each  

g am e .
Now, a f te r  a ll th e  tr ia ls  and  trib-

 .................. u lations, a  new  F igh ting  C hristian

those  sh o rtc o m in g i | te a m  has  been tu rn e d  loose on the 
unsuspec ting  world. It all began

The often a lleged  “ poor showing 

of our F igh ting  C h ris tia n  c a g e rs  a t  

the first of th is  season  m a y  be a t ­
tributed to s e v e ra l  fa c to rs .  U n­

questionably, th e  te a m  h a s  been  
erra tic . A w eak n ess  a t  the  g u a rd s  
was all too ev iden t, a n d  th e  fo r­
w ards w ere  not consis ten t. T he  tearr. 

was not function ing  a s  a  un it 

Along w ith 
and to a dd  to  th e  agony , in ju ries  

crippled the  te a m . D ave  Winfre> 

knee s ta r te d  a c t in g  up  a g a in , Ar^ 
Davis b roke  a  toe , a n d  th en  bot.i 
Charlie V an L e a r  a n d  B obby Atkir-i 

sustained h u r t  knees. All of these  
were key in ju r ies , a n d  th e re  w ere  

minor h u rts  too.
Despite th e se  in ju r ies , th e  t e a m  

improved, b u t i t  s till lost g am es. 
Erskine b e a t  us . T h e  C hris tians  

played w ell b u t still lost a  close  
one, and then  th e  C h ris tia n s  tu rn e d  

in another fine  g a m e  a n d  w e n t down 
before a  pow erfu l F o r t  Elustis te a m . 

The low poin t a p p a re n t ly  c a m e  w ith  
the 92-84 loss to  W offord in  o v e r ­
times, a  loss th a t  c a m e  a f te r  los­
ing a big le a d  in th e  fina l tw o 

minutes.
Yet. a  quick review of the games 

showed that in every gam e except 
the High Point ordeal, the (Sirist- 
ians led by a t  leas t ten points 
with ten m inutes left to play in the 
battle.

Signs of im p ro v em e n t blossom ed 

everyw here. Bobby A tkins and 
Jesse B ranson  consis ten tly  p layed  

good games. R ic h a rd  Such tu rn e d  
in a  22-point p e rfo rm a n c e  d u rin g  the  

Christmas to u rn a m e n t.  A gainst Wof­
ford. in a  losing  cau se , E lon  had  

five m en  in  double  f ig u res . A m ong 
these w as  a  20-point e ffo r t by  A rt 
Davis. A gainst A tlan tic  C hris tian  

Davis proved  th a t  it h a d  been  no 
fluke, a n d  C harlie  V an l<ear m oved 

into a  s ta r t in g  role.

Throughout the shaky beginning 

of the season C!oach Bill Miller re­
mained optimistic. He was, in fact,

w ith  th e  A tlan tic  C hris tian  rou t. The 

s ta r t in g  five in th a t  g a m e  showed 
.Atkins. B ranson, Davis, Such and 
V an L ear. A rm ed  w ith bandage.s 
and  tape , the  “ C ripples’ c am e  r o a r ­

ing b ack  to  w in one of the  m ost 
lopsided g a m e s  in re c en t y e a rs  and 
score  100 points for the  firs t tim e 
on the  hom e c o u rt since 1960. The 
te a m  had  previously  hit the  cen tu ry  
m a rk  th is  y e a r  a g a in s t Loyola a t 

th e  F o r t  E u s tis  tourney.
E veryone  got into the  a c t  aga in st 

the Bulldogs. D ave W infrey hobbled 

onto the  c o u rt and  p a ired  w ith fresh  
m a n  T om m y D avis to m ake  a  s h a m ­
b les of the  A tlan tic  (J ir is t ia n  press. 
H ow ard  A ndrew  dom inated  the  de 

fensive boards  and  looked like the 
N u m b er T h irty  we saw  a ga inst 

L enoir R hyne. R eid  H ughes, the  
c am p u s  favorite , got into the  act. 

John  Nicks m a d e  his debut and 
scored  the  99th and  100th points.

The m os t obvious c h a rac te r is tic

of th e  new te a m  (it  su re ly  canno' 

be the  s a m e  te a m  we w atched  in 

D ecem ber) is th a t  th e  C hristians 

now  seem  to  en joy  p laying  the 

gam e . The s ta g e  is se t for the 

F igh ting  Q ir is t ia n s  to  su rp rise  

q u ite  a  few  people, including  seve ra l 

C ^ o l in a s  Conference te a m s  and  the 

s tu d en t body of E lon College.

Things ntnist ge t be tte r. N ex t to 

the  bottom  in th e  C arolinas Con­

fe re n c e  is about a s  low a s  it is 

possible to  go, so the  tim e  is r ipe  

for b e tte r  things ahead

The C hris tian  b a sk e tb a lle rs  c u t  j 

short th e ir  Y ule season  ho lidays and  
b a ttled  to the  finals of the  an n u al 

F o r t  E u s tis  C hris tm as  to u rn am en t,
I  which w as a  four-team  e v en t s taged  

a t the  V irginia m ili ta ry  post on 

D ecem ber 29th a n d  38th.
The Elon qu in t tu rn e d  back  a 

Uron'’ outfit from  Loyola of B alti­
m ore by a 100 to  80 count in the 

opening ga m e  of the  tou rney  on 
T uesday night, D ecem ber 29th, but 

the C hristians w ere  unab le  to  m a tch  
the pow er-laden F o r t  E u s tis  Wheel.-, 

in the  finals and  d ropped  a  hard- 
fought 75 to 71 decision to the  un 

defeated  serv ice  team .
Elon Tops Loyola 

The C hristians w ere  off to a  slow 

s ta r t  a g a in s t the Loyola quint, and 
the B altim ore  c a g e rs  led th ree  

tim es  and  tied  th e  score  tw ice 
within the  opening m inu tes , but 
J e s se  B ranson led an  Elon d rive  
th a t  m oved Elon to a  46-31 m a rg in  

a t  haU-tim e. B ranson  hit 12 of his 
21 points in th a t  opening half.

T he Elon ba sk e te e rs  put four m en  

in double figures  in th is  gam e , with 
R ichard  Such topping th e  C hristian;: 
a t ta c k  in the  ga m e  With 22 po in tsJ ' 

w ith B ranson h itting  21, A rt D avis  
19 and Bobby A tkins 17 fo r the  
victors. The C hris tians  g rab b ed  

down 63 rebounds  to  cu t the  Loyola 
five off from  second shots. T om m y 
O’H a ra  led Loyola w ith 19 coun ters . 

The line-ups:

The e a r ly  p a r t  of the  g a m e  w as 
hard-fought, w ith  Elon  m oving to a 
quick lead  and then  falling behind 

th e  hom e te a m . T h e  W h e ^  w e r^  
a h ea d  by a  single point a t  42-41 a t 
half-tim e, a n d  th ey  w idened that 
m a rg in  e a r ly  in the  la st half, onl^ 
to see  Elon c lim b a h ea d  tw ice i. 

la te r  m o m en ts  of p lay . The last

Pos. Elon (75)
F—Branson (2J) 
F—Such (5)
C—Andrew (13)
G—Atkins (6)
Ci—A. Davis (16)

F ort Eustis (7S) 
Alexander (13) 

Brown (8) 
Fuaneman (11) 

Zagar (22) 
Greene (13)

Elon Quint Tops liedrs 

In 85-84 Loop Contest

ilulf-time: Fort Eustis 42, Elon
I I .

F]lon subs T. Davis 3, Van

Elon lead  w as  64-63 w ith  5:26 le ft I .e a r  9. E u stis  subs — C raig  6, 

on  th e  c lock. Sm ith  2, Isa ac s .  Pelzer.

H itting  one of th e  high spo ts  of 
the  e a r ly  ba sk e tb a ll season  and  
h itting  the  baske t w ith sensa tiona l 
a cc u ra c y , the  F igh ting  C hristian  
c ag e rs  g ra b b e d  a  b ril lian t 85 to 84 
v ic to ry  o v e r the  Lenoir R hyne 

B ea rs  on th e  Elon  floor on W ed­
nesday  n ight, D e cem b er 9th.

T he hot-shooting Elon cagers , 
who sw ished in 35 of 55 tr ie s  from  
the  floor for a  b lis te ring  63.6 p e r ­
c en tag e  fo r the  g a m e , g ra b b e d  an  
e a r ly  m a rg in  and led a ll the  w ay 

excep t for one b rie f m om en t when 

Lenoir R hyne pulled up to a  45-45 

tie e a r ly  in the  second half.

J e s se  B ranson  m a d e  good on 13 of

15 a t te m p ts  from  action  and  burned  
the  nets  for 31 poin ts  a s  he paced  
the  C h ris tian s  to  th e ir  v ic tory , but 

he rece ived  ab le  a ss is ta n c e  from  
s e v e ra l  of h is  m a te s .  H ow ard  And­
rew  b ucketed  20 points, Bobby A t­
k ins h it fo r  19, a n d  D ave  W infrey 

c ag e d  10 c o u n te rs  in the  C hris t­

ia n s ' v ic to rious  sw eep.

(C ontinued on P n s r  Kour.

DAVIS AND ATKINS STAK DESPITE INJUKIES

Pos. Elon (100) 
F —Branson (21) 
F—Such (22)
C—A. Davis (19) 
G—Atkins (17)
G—T. Davis (7)

Loyola (80) 

M cCabe (l.'i 
M orris  (12) 
O’H a ra  (19) 

D eV aney (6) 
Phillips (12)

H alf-tim e: E lon 46, Loyola 31 
Elon subs — Andrew  1, D en h art 

6, Hughes 6, W infrey 1. Loyola 

siibs — L iste r 4. M aher 7, Law 
rence 4. F ro m  1. Brown, R uane .

Loss To W heels 
he F o r t  E u s tis  W heels, r a te d  one 

of th e  s tro n g e st se rv ice  te a m s  in 
the country , c ha lked  th e ir  e leventh  

s tra ig h t win a s  they  tu rn e d  back  
Elon 75 to  71 in th e  cham pionsh ip  
finals of the  to u rn am en t, p layed  on 
W ednesday n ight, D ecem ber 30th, 

b u t the  s tro n g  a rm y  outfit found

m

A rt D avis, left, and  Bobby A tkins, r igh t, a r e  tw o  F igh ting  C hris tian  c ag e rs  who h a v e  overcom e  early- 
season  in ju ries  to play  o u ts ta n d m g  ro les  in E lon  b a sk e tb a ll  b a tt le s  of re c en t w eeks. D avis, a  rugged  
.senior from  R oanoke R apids, who goes a t  e i th e r  g u a rd ,  fo rw a rd  o r  c en ter , m issed  two g a m e s  w ith  a  
b roken  toe, bu t he h a s  been  h itting  consis ten tly  in doub le  figu res  in o th e r g a m e s. A tkins, a  n ifty  sophom ore

   ___  „  , I g u a rd  from  M ount Airy, h as  w ell lived up  to th e  fine  p ro m ise  he showed a s  a  fre sh m a n  la s t  w in te r. He
the  Elon  defense  tough a n d  w as  (qq ( , 3 5  |,it consis ten tly  in double  f ig u res  in m a n y  o f  E to n ’s e a r ly  b a ttles , desp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  he has  
held under 100 points for only th e  beg,, p lay ing  w ith  an  in ju red  knee. D avis  a n d  A tkins a re  two of th e  four EHon p la y e rs  who w e re  hitting 

second tim e  in e leven t g am es. | double-digit a v e ra g e s  in  la te s t  c a g e  s tatiB tics  com piled  la s t  w eekend  a f te r  te n  g a m e s  h a d  been  p layed

I’aiitlier Five 

In 76-65 Win
A fine Elon c o m eb ack  fell short, 

a nd  th e  High P o in t P a n th e rs  c h a lk ­
ed  a  76 to 65 v ic to ry  over th e  
F igh ting  C hris tian  c a g e rs  in a  t ^ r -  
o linas C onference b a tt le  on the  
P a n th e r  c o u rt on S a tu rd a y  night, 
Uecemlx?r 1 2 th, with th e  trium pit 
enab ling  th e  High P o in ters  to  m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  le a d ersh ip  in th e  loop 
ra c e .

The P a n th e rs ,  p lay ing  before  a  
p a rt isa n  hom e crow d, ro lled  for a  
quick  15 to 5 lead  a n d  then  w ent 

on to build  a  48 to 35 m a rg in  a t  
the  b reak , and  a t  th a t  poin t i t  a p ­
p e a re d  th a t  the  H igh I’oint five 
would have  an  e asy  tim e  of it in 
po.sting its fifth consecu tive  v ic to ry  

and  its th ird  .straight in the  Con­
ference.

It w as  not to be th a t  e asy , how­
e v er . for the  C hris tians  c a m e  b a c i  
s trong  a f te r  the  ha lftim e  ant 

c lim bed  to w ithin th re e  po in ts  al 
59 to 56 a t  one poin t la te  in the  
."ame. The bid fell sh o rt  a s  big 
Jes.se B ranson  w ent ou t by  the  
foul route , and  the  P a n th e rs  m oved 

a h ea d  a g a in  for th e  final 1 1 -point 
v ic to ry  edge.

Bran-son, who topped  the  Confer­
e nce  in sco rin g  la s t  y e a r ,  p roved 
the  big show  for both te a m s  a s  he 
ra c k ed  up  1 0  field bask e ts  and  
eigh t free  th row s for 28 poin ts  
O the r E lon  p la y e rs  h itting  double 

f igures  w ere  H ow ard A ndrew  and  
Bobby Atkins, each  of w hom  coun t­
ed 1 0  for the  night.

The P a n th e rs  got double-figure  
scoring  from  four of th e ir  five 
s ta r te r* , with g u a rd  B a r ry  Sm ith  
leading the  w ay w ith  24 point* 
S teve T apgenhors t h it 14. K irck  
S tew art 12 a n d  D a le  N eel 1 0  point* 
in the  w inning d rive .

’The hom e-s tand ing  H igh P o in ters  
w ere  h o tte r  th a n  th e  p ro v erb ia l

(Continued o d  P tg e  Four)


