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SELF SCRUTINY

Much time has been spent here at Elon
and in other Insttiutions in recent years in
self-study programs, seeking to improve
the curriculum and instructional programs,
and such self study or self scrutiny can
also be advantageous to individual as well.

~ ' One nationally known columnist wrote

=3

and published recently some interesting
observations on such individual self-scru-
tiny, and it may be interesting to Maroon
and Gold readers to have the observations
of the columnist repeated here. They
follow:

When young people ask, as they often
do, about the best way to understand them-
selves and others, I usually refer them to
a maxim of Goethe, which at first startles
them, because it seems upside down.

“If you want to know yourself, observe
what your neighbors are doing."" he said.
“If you want to understand others, probe

%}n- yourself.™
~ Most of us do exactly the opposite. We
:rye our neighbors in order to under-
'}%Li them; and we probe within our-
_ selves, in order to understand ourselves
_ better. But neither can be due in these
obvious ways.

This is because we normaliy look at

olthers objectively and look & ourseives

, subjectively. We see others 12 the ool
lizht of sanity and realism we deteg!
their flaws, their weaknesses, their soif
deceptions, their prejudices masquerading
as praciples.

Whea we probe within ourselves, we
~cannot sec the same distortions. for the
_ personality’s angle of vision does not re-
«fract this far. We see only our own good

intentions, our wistiul dreams and hopes,

our hidden fears and deepest needs and
. our ungewitling calls for love and appre-
| ciatian.

Fvep when we try to be self-critical,
L bmhhc same way in which others

are of we.  For it is not really
f*;;du; we want, for ourselves, but mercy

-on top of M.
~ Sinee eywryeve -- excepi, perhaps, the
L Seccely disrbed — feels this same way
it is when wo probe within our-

is l"*‘
gelves 1ol we come closest o graoping
. e cocential naiure of otlers. And
oy wiws we look-at olhers, wih a

coamd . ave. et we can realize how
Suatily Loapsparend we must zeem to
thesr.

l 38 no acecident that the most saintly
meh and women considered themselves as
“sinners.” while loving the rest of ba
maolty, For this is precisely what makes
a salnt, and distinguishes him from the

rast of ust he iooks al others subjectivaly,

and at Fimself objectively. He judges him-
Csell Wil cold justice, and sthers  with
warmt meroy, ge that ieir major faults
seens 1o Ll dess grevious o lis own
minar {Taws,

Mot of s, of course, connot approach
anywhere pedr this profound ceversal of
everyday vaiues, (And if we (ry 1o do §t

before we mra ready for it. we twn into
a_ nepratic Imitstion of senetlly; o ong
wiste tian the person who wenis to he
in Smigt bufore ho e duly inavan

railoy te pxinfel and fatile, ¥ its
| §5 16 YRmow thwself.” Introspection s
at afi whai Socrates meunt jn hls
Injuiction: for we can know our-
ves only by wnlering into the other,
can know the other only when
appraise tha by the zame merciful
andards we apply to the self.

Wayne Siith |

a
glorious
feast

By
RICHARD HUTCHENS

Uatied Staies during the last dec-
bewn wuness to a good deal of
The
comrueersial  eighty-ninth  Congreas  that
adpmurpen just recently is very evident
0i sdoin solivity.  More legislation was
passed In this particular session than in
the tamed *Hundred Days™ Congress of
Frankln D. Roosevelt.

The varwus bills that have been_signed
into 1aw cuning ihe past few years have,
for the nosi part, been realistic and neces-
sary. Many ui the sponsors and support-
ers of these bills have been thoughtful
and cansvicntious in their ideals. There
are olher followers of this liberal trend,
however, who are shallow and uninformed
in their opinions of issues facing our gen-
eration. These status-seekers are many
times e direct cause for widespread
skepticism toward the very programs they
so vociferously support.

An excellent example of such a detri-
mental element of our society can be
found in a recent article in the ‘‘Saturday
Evening Post.” The writer has evaluated
Ronald Reagan, the latest conservative
hopeful, and the following is a statement
made in the article:

“If Ronald Reagan wins, the effective-
ness of the ‘Good Guy Image’ will be dem-
onstrated beyond doubt. Then a nice smile
and a winning manner will become more
important to an aspiring politician than
political experience or a talent for gov-
ernment.”

No one wiill avow that Mr. Reagan has
a ‘‘talent for government" or any great
amount of *political experience.”” The com-
plaint with the above statement made by
Stuart Alsop is that it is not only shallow
but also mundane and thoroughly biased.
It would not be entirely out of order to
say that the number of presidents who
HAVE NOT been elected for the “‘winning
smile”” and “‘nice manner’ could be count-
ed on the fingers of one hand.

John F. Kennedy was the recipient of
millions of women's votes for those same
characteristics, yet, oddly enough, Mr. Al-
sop supported the late president. The truth
of the matter is that many influential writ-
ers see only through liberal lens. To many
of these editors, a conservative, regard
less of the truth or falsity in his platform.
is a character to be defamed or ridiculed

e
ade  ha .
Mhmiats waa iistorical legislation.

While wauzing inconsistent warfare
arainst  co-called ‘'reactionaries” and
“ritht wingers,” such ptomaine-tonzued

critics find very little time to say anything
of substance. Instcad, one is confronted
wiih a peduntic style of writing that leav-
¢¢ lucid implications but nothing of any
factual value. Practically the only benefit
derived from reading such articles and
editorials is the knowledge that if one
ever finds himself at a pseudo-sophisticate
party, he should not wear an American
Legion hat.

It is admitted that Barry Goldwater
brought such jaundiced journalism on him-
self, but Ronald Rea‘an has not done so.
It seems that at least the possibility of a
few conservatives having a genuine inter-
est in their country could be considered
before putting the blindfolds on and diving
headlong into a scurrilous report on the
politician’s latest remarks. It certainly is
a shame that so many men with influenc>
similar to that of Stuart Alsop have suc
cumbed to the factions of their own gen-
erations. Tragic also is the fact that the
public is so often deprived of objective
and non-partisan reporting.

In summary, the fact that in most po
litical issues the liberal premise or prem-
ises usually present a more beneficial ideal
to the most concerned is true. This column
would use more preof of this fact. how-
ever, and loss of the haughty diatribes
against those who do not particularly like
Hubert Humphrey.

To all my avid readers: A blissful and
rewarding holid:zy season. Disgenting opin
ion? Box 1339.

Wisge of Wisdom
If seme peopde conthe to save at their
present  rute, at retbrement they  will owe
about 306 s,

nict te see paople with & o of get
up and go. especially If they are  visiting
you

s

Sehoal duys are the Lippiest dods of youw
lifs — i vour shiidren are old. enough to
ML,

When you got o chanee to buy something
for n song, It 8 @ gvod ides to check ihe

pocompaniment.

Old wives' tales are often mbout younger
Ones.

The three studeats who lead the activiiies
them chosen by vole of their classmates at (e a1nial
Left to rizht, they are Paulette ‘W:s!pha! t 2
 sey Herring, of Whiteville. president: and Susan Jager, of Fawtucket, R. I., vice-president.

above.

A small lib=ral arts ¢ollnge has.
shall we say. many virtues. How

ever, thore Zre not necessarily
as many a. are claimed for
it i3 proactis o dheeciss Dy col-

lege presidents and public veln

tions officials. The small o
such as w0 ilubs
under two major

Tie £t ¥ th & wha' o2 mizh
call th that ofue:
0e. ¥ s:2'ine s has a tend-
[ 1 imnan
b et A aer eaucalion. tha
bein? ko o wortunity of what may
be called 42 all-impociant and

o cobilous idea of intellectua’
intercourse amon? studeat. who
from environmental necsssity, dif
fer widelv I3 thoi: prof:isioaai
dreams o aspirations, persoaa
interests and basic philosophical
beliefs.

This ever present broadenin:
expericnice 1 nct o1lv a personal
asset to tie studest hat o socia!
we . ¥ new dra of :narp
enin: of lleain-iral conflit and
the pro ro Lie Lver ence. ierm
agd by C. ¢ Suow the “two cult
ures."” seem to make sore im
portant than ever the ra-esiabiizh

S0

e 9 aithetls upderstant
ing 2 a0 educated people, teach
ars  p il oovs, schnlars and ad-

minisiralors. If thit so'rk i< no
kindled in the early vears of ¢l
leve, ¥ gnay never be kindled
and bns ‘our vears in coilege
waled.
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Th: second disadvantaze seems
5 a: ednt to stem from the
first, but moere in regard for th-

wechers, n institution of higher
#ducation, ualess wo is  have

wno0d  heir meaniag,  mus;
conbizg » .earch, the pursuit o

'34_¢  with teaching, the dis
mation ¢f krowledge. In the
sunt words of a penetrating critic
o higher education in Ensland
e ity without research
wouid be nothing but a super
secordary school.” The hallmark
of educated persons, not merely
those who made a career of re
search, is to be a ceeker afte:
truth. The fosterinT of this all
imporiant atlitude seems to b:
the prime motive of higher edu
ativd, at least it should be. It is
ko vever, a goal is difficult to
| itein when the teachers them
; the means and in
1ve (o scholarship, which sad-
cinugh is often the case.
Tlis is a harh statement con
roing a purely undergrzduate
collece where students are num
hered in the bundreds and whose
faculty may not reach thirec fig
ures i» number nor five figures
in salary: al'o in an atmosphe=c
where the college income is bare-
ly sufficient to keep the institu
tion on ils fect, let alone furnich
ing the nece .ary laboratory and
{iibrary faciliries needed for pres-
ent-day research. This issue, how
ever. must be f=cul by any col-
les boi contert with being solely
'a “super- ecpadary school.”
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THEY LEAD IN SOPHOMORE CLASS

‘he zophomore clazs at Elon this year, all of:
wirs eleciion
=1nton. Virsinia,

t RR

OFFICERS WHO LEAD ELON FRESHMAN CLASS
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ACTIVITIES

n ho!d last spring, are pictured
retary-treasurer: Demp-
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This problem will not always
vie)d to the formula of our cher-
ik 2 fund raiers that there is
that imoney cannot cure,

It does, however, have its eco-
»o~:ie aspects. Thus, second only
) :he importance of doing a good
e {1+ desirability and need
‘or dolr3 it efficiently. Many of
our colleges today could hardly
pass an efficiency test. This leads
one to the idea that they could
do better economically as well as
a.alemically  through coopera-
©0a, as illu ‘rated here in the
Piedmont University Center. But
why stop here. Other small schools
have not and are functioning bet-
ter as = result.

This successful attempt to join
tue iatimacy and solidarity of a
small schno! with the scholarship
of a univ_.siy is “een in the col-
loziate system Jeveloped at Ox-
ford and Cambridge, where each
college is a social and residential
unit within the confines of the
larger body, which is the uni-
versity. This idea shares the
teaching function of the entire
unit but not the degree-granting
function of the university.

A modified form of this situa-
tion has been found to work in
Arierican universities and exists
now in the Claremont College
comrumity, ~lthough each mem-
ber re‘ains its individual small
n2ss and grants its own decrees.
This colution, however, may be

RUHTHLE

sthened  On

re

: i apd
1 Luliege campus are pic-
ach, Va.; Secretary-Treas-
~fington,
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a few
blasts oy
and bravos '

By i
MIKE WYNGARDEN lh

BRAVO NO. 1: Hail to the swing gest
man of sound, Prof. Jack O. White' Hyp.
rah also for the Elon College marching
band! The bravo may come a little bj
late, but nevertheless it is fitting. Foyr
years ago a swinging fella by the name
of Jack O. White came to this campys
to build up a marching band. This, mog
obviously, he hae done with great vigor.
Year after year the improvement o oy
band has been most remarkable. And o
observe this marching band observe is to
see in action the end result of many hours
of intense and dedicated work. Certainly
each and every time the maroon-jacketed
marchers covered the field, they gave
strong evidence of outstanding spirit gen-
erated by their director. Indeed, the very
thing which gave the band its most dis-.
tinguishing characteristic was its good col-
lege spirit. Even when observing the
game from the stands, the fine spirit pre.
sented by this band overshadowed the
spirit of other spectators. The students of
Elon College should be very proud indeed
of such a fine organization as the march-
ing band. However, Elon should be even
more proud of its Professor of Swing.
Good leaders are hard to find.

BRAVO NO. 2: Cheers to Jerry Camer-
on, president of the S.G.A. In four years
at Elon, I think it can be said safely that
there has never been in the S.GA. a
president who with such great spirit and
understanding has attempted to make the
student government into a well-working
machine. Very conscientious and under-
standing, Mister Cameron has attempted
to form the S.G.A. into a unit which works
entirely for and with the students, A
great advocate of efficiency and order,
Jerry Cameron has done away with many
needless committees and red tape in an
effort to conserve money and time. Fur-
thermore, he puts in more time in his
office than is generally known to the
average student . . . this being done, of
course, strictly for the benefit of the stu-
dent. But the amazing thing is that, un-
like politicians, Mr. Cameron has with
great vitality attempted to carry out each
and every ‘promise’”’ made during last
year’s political campaign. And, as he
promised, he is doing everything possible
to make Elon College a genuine academic
community.

BRAVO NO. 3: And what about our
administration? Bravo!! Two amazing
steps have been taken during the year
to aid the student. The first one was the
I. D. cards. Needless to say, the employ-
ment of one card, complete with serial
number, home address and picture( mine
was gross) — to be used at plays, athletic
functions and the lunch line — is indeed
much better, more orderly than having
to paw through one pocket for your lunch
ticket and another pocket for your activ-
ities card. There can be no excuse for
forgetting your lunch card, and also some
of the good-natured ticket punchers at the
athletic events can no longer look at you
as if you are some sinner who has bor-
rowed an activities ticket from your room-
mate: Your picture (be it hitter or be it
sweet) is there for all to see.

The second great brainstorm was just
realized at the time of the writing of this
article. That is, there has been an innova-
tion in the rigorous process of regisira-
tion!! It isn’t much, but still those who did
it should be commended. Now the innova-
tion amounts to not having to have your
schedule hashed, rehashed and mulled over
if (1) You wish to take more than 18
hours; (2) If you have split courses; or
(3) If you have a slight error in your
schedule. If any of the above are present,
you will be notified after registration th:
a change has to be made. t!
much time in the process. Just thi
more standing in line to have on
administrators certify an overloa .
still have to be verified, but a t 1l
be set more convenient to both
ministratos and the <tudent
is one which the students w
#noreciate, both in terms of
and consideration to the stud
#dministration. Brave!' Bravo!

No it's a curi thing hov
participa‘e in the whole when

nis of little parts will form
alienal and ensy to get -
However, administrators must e

Jents to react disfavorablv to vari
Sudents have done this verv
from the students at Edinburgh d
dead fish on the professors duri
ation ceremonies to students at Whim
Wham University protesting acainst the
rules of wearing pink toupees. Many times
students just gripe for the sake of griping.
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