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Elon is where Neal always wanted to
convinced our sty les would be

the best th ing  for the to n ig h t’s first ga m e

The Elon women’s soccer team saw an early exit from the SoCon tournament season at the hands of UNCG. This 
s e L o n , under new guidance and with what they say is increased motivation and dedication, the Phoenix hopes to climb 

the SoCon standings for a higher finish.

Michelle Longo
Sports Editor

In just  five years, the  lady Phoenix  has  se e n  three  
head coach es ,  the  latest addition  to that list be ing  
Chris Neal, w ho cam e in  after the res ignation  of  
form er coach  Chris Webb. A lthou gh  Neal m ay have  
com e in  like the  others, he d o es  not want to go out 
like th ey  did, or as quickly.

With Neal’s hir ing, a u su a lly  rocky road m ay have  
just  f la tten ed  out for the  w o m e n ’s soccer  team.

“The overall ded ication  and  drive to the gam e is 
110 p ercent m ore th a n  u sua l ,” sen ior  goalkeeper  Lizz 
Joh n son  said. “Team m orale  and chem istry  is there  
th is  year, w ith  b o th  the  team  and the coach es .”

A fresh  start after a tu m u ltu o u s  sea so n  is just  
what the  p layers are lo o k in g  for, and Neal is prepared  
to give  it to them .

“1 w as h ired  to im prove the team ’s record and  
co m p etit iven ess ,  to w in  g a m es  and graduate players, 
Neal said. “1 am  happy as long as the girls are having  
a g o o d  experience .”

Neal com es to  Elon after sp en d in g  the previous  
sev en  se a so n s  as an ass is tant coach  at h is  alm a  
mater, UNC W ilm ington. D uring that stint, UNCW 
com piled  a 70-5S-8 record. Before coach ing  the  
Seahaw ks, Neal enjoyed su ccessfu l  cam paigns  as the  
head coach  o f  m e n ’s soccer  at Pfeiffer University and  
a ss is ta n t  m e n ’s coach at A ugusta  State University.

“A s an [assistant] coach, if  you are looking  to 
b eco m e  a head coach you keep your eye on certain  
jo b s  and see  how  th in g s  develop. And Elon was  
always one o f  th o se  p laces I had wanted to  head  
coach  at,” Neal said. “It worked out perfectly.”

Jo ining  Neal on  the  s id e lin es  is a ss istant coach  
Stuart Horne, w h o  has  b e e n  w ith  the program  since  
2005. When Webb res igned , Horne did not leave Elon, 
ex p ress in g  h is  in terest to stay involved w ith  the  
program  and its new  coach.

“Many coach es have an issu e  w ith  not bringing  
in  their  o w n  a ss is ta n ts  and dealing  w ith  any past  
and present i s su e s ,” Neal said. “But I did not th ink  
there w as a better  candidate  th a n  [Horne] and I was

team .”
At Augusta, Neal he lped  the Jaguars im prove  

from  a 7-8 record to a 14-6 slate in  ju st  one year. Last 
season , Elon f in ish ed  S-12-2 overall and 3-6-1 SoCon. 
They were barely able to c linch  eighth  place, the last  
spot for a chance at post-season  play. The Phoenix  
lost in  the first round o f  the tournam ent to UNC 
Greensboro, ending  its rollercoaster  season .

A turn-around resem b ling  that at A ugusta  is  what  
the Phoenix players and coach es are hop ing  for com e

In add ition  to  c o a ch in g ,  N eal h a s  the desire 
to teach o th ers  how  to  coach . S ince  2001, he has 
served  as the  state  te ch n ica l  d irec tor  o f  the National 
Soccer Coaches A sso c ia t io n  o f  A m erica . In this role, 
he is  resp o n s ib le  for o r g a n iz in g  advertis ing and , 
in s tru c t in g  a var iety  o f  c o a c h in g  education courses ^ 
for h u n d red s  o f  youth , h ig h  s c h o o l  and college 
coaches .

Under new guidance, offensive power should no longer doom Elon
Michelle Longo
Sports Editor

After an a lm o st  m iracu lous  
up set  victory in  the first round  
of the Southern Conference  
tournam ent last season , the  
w o m en ’s soccer team  is eager  
to get back on the field and  
prove i t se lf  tonight against in 
state rival N.C. State at 7 p.m.

Under gu id ance  from  new  
head coach Chris Neal, the  
team  is  fee l ing  rejuvenated  
and ready to capita lize  on the  
opportu n it ies  that lie  ahead.

“Everyone has  been  
excited  through out and we  
are learn ing  a lot as a team  
on and  o ff  the  f ield ,” senior  
Kerri Spears said. “Everyone is 
really  ready to take on.”

Last season , the  P hoenix  
had a ro llercoaster  year, never  
con sisten t  in  play or results.  
Eventually, it w a s  the  team ’s 
lack o f  o ffen siv e  pow er that

came back to haunt it in  the  
end.

The team  f in ish ed  the  2007  
sea so n  w ith  a 5-12-2 overall 
and a 3-6-1 SoCon record,  
g o o d  en o u g h  for e ig h th  place  
in  the  s ta n d in g s  and  th e  last  
slot for a bid to the  lea g u e ’s 
post-season .

There, they  w ere  
confronted  by  a challenge; the  
first place, un defea ted  UNC 
G reensboro Spartans. Elon’s 
d e fe n se  cam e alive as they  
su cc e ss fu lly  de fended  the  
goal, a llow in g  the  Spartans  
only  one  goal, a lthough  
th ey  contro lled  the  ball for 
m ore than  85 m in u tes  o f  a 
90-m inute  gam e.

Desp ite  the  b ittersweet  
e n d in g  to the  season , Elon is 
a y oun g  team  and did  not lose  
a s ing le  starter go ing  into  the  
200 8  cam paign .

Early last season , Elon 
played three  consecutive  
Atlantic Coastal Conference

team s, inc lu d ing  Duke  
University, Virginia Tech and  
N.C. State. The P hoen ix  lo st  all 
three gam es, but the last gam e  
against N.C. State proved to be  
especially  heartbreaking.

After a scoreless  90  
m inutes, the two team s  
headed into  overtim e, anx iou s  
for a victory and just one  
goal. Just 56 seconds in, an  
ow n goal doom ed Elon and  
the team  picked up its th ird  
consecutive  loss.

Tonight, the invigorated  
w om en ’s team  travels to N.C. 
State for its season  opener and  
som eth ing  o f  a redem ption  
game.

“We’re not really that 
nervous," senior Katina Boozer  
said. “If anything, we are 
more confident because  we  
have played them  before so  we  
know  we can w in  th is  t im e.”

SoCon play b eg in s  on Sept. 
26 for the Phoenix  w hen it 
travels to Birmingham, Ala.,

to  take on the  n ew est  SoCon  
m em ber, Sam ford University.

Elon w il l  greet the  sch o o l  
into  the  tradition-rich  
conference  as th e  P hoen ix  and  
Bulldog co llide  for S a m ford’s 
first ever SoCon com petit ion .

League play co n t in u es  for  
the rest o f  the  se a so n  w ith  
10 bouts u n til  the  co n feren ce  
tournam ent b eg in s .  The  
m aroon and gold d o n ’t get  
another shot at UNCG u n til  
the regular se a so n  f ina le  on  
Oct. 30.

“We are not try in g  to 
conquer the world before  N.C. 
State,” Neal said. “We want  
to be playing the best soccer  
w hen SoCon g am es com e and  
have a legitim ate chance  to  
improve our record in  the  
SoCon. There are a lot o f  
th ings we do well, but so m e  
we need to get better as a tea m  
and every tim e we step  onto  
the field we w ill  im prove  one  
of  them .”

Elon t ied  Radford  
U n iv ers ity  2-2 in  their only 
p r e se a so n  exhibition gamea 
w e e k  ago. T he Phoenix wk 
f irst to  sc o r e  as Molly Calpin  ̂
sm a s h e d  a p a s s  from Boozer 
in to  th e  far corner of the net. 
Boozer, th e  te a m ’s leading 
sco rer  la s t  sea so n  with seven 
g o a ls ,  p ick ed  up the assist.

T he H igh landers took 
contro l  in  the  second half to 
grab th e  lead but the Phoenix 
never  gave  up, scoring the 
g a m e -ty in g  goal in the 82nd 
m in u te .

“T he  team  displayed a verv 
h ig h  leve l o f  character and 
fight," N eal said. “We were 
very  u n fo r tu n a te  to be down 
and  it w a s  an example for the 
tea m  o v erco m in g  adversity r 
very  early  in  the season. To 
c o m e  back  from  a goal so late 
in  the  ga m e , as a coach, it was 
fa n ta s t ic  to  see .”

2008 Women’s Soccer Game Schedule:
DATE OPPONENT LOCATION

8/29 North Carolina State Raleigh, N.C.
8/31 Maryland College Park, Md.
9/3 High Point HOME
9/7 Old Dominion Norfolk, Va.
9/12 Garner-Webb Spartanburg, S.C.
9/14 Winthrop Spartanburg, S.C.
9/19 Maryland-Baltimore County HOME
9/29 Samford Birmingham, Ala.
9/28 Chattanooga Chattanooga, Tenn.
10/3 College of Charleston HOME
10/5 The Citadel HOME
10/10 Appalachian State Culowhee, N.C.
10/12 Western Carolina HOME
10/17 Furman Greenville, S.C.
10/19 Wofford Spartanburg, S.C.
10/23 Davidson HOME
10/26 Georgia Southern HOME
10/30 UNC Greensboro HOME
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