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Elon is where Neal always

Michelle Longo
Sports Editor

In just five years, the lady Phoenix has seen three
head coaches, the latest addition to that list being
Chris Neal, who came in after the resignation of
former coach Chris Webb. Although Neal may have

nced our styles would be the best thing for the

convi

wanted to call hoﬁ.

.

The Pendnul,,I

tonight’s first game of the season.

LY
e come in like the others, he does not want to go out
L like they did, or as quickly.
v with Neal's hiring, a usually rocky road may have
. just flattened out for the women’s soccer team.
| &, “The overall dedication and drive to the game is
: 110 percent more than usual,” senior goalkeeper Lizz
\ Johnson said. “Team morale and chemistry is there
) this year, with both the team and the coaches.”
' A fresh start after a tumultuous season is just
| 81X what the players are looking for, and Neal is prepared
s to give it to them.
bR “I was hired to improve the team’s record and l
{ B competitiveness, to win games and graduate players," .
a Neal said. “I am happy as long as the girls are having ‘
\ a good experience.” ’
. Neal comes to Elon after spending the previous
) seven seasons as an assistant coach at his alma
§ A mater, UNC Wilmington. During that stint, UNCW
} 32 compiled a 70-55-8 record. Before coaching the ‘
: : Seahawks, Neal enjoyed successful campaigns as the
} = head coach of men’s soccer at Pfeiffer University and T
: 3 assll‘f\tant =S ptid o Augfu Sl Ulll(l.v ersity. The Elon women'’s soccer team saw an early exit from the SoCon tournament last season at the hands of UNCG. This
| & b s an [assistant] coach, if you are looking to . season, under new guidance and with what they say is increased motivation and dedication, the Phoenix hopes to climp
| ecome a head coach you keep your eye on certain the SoCon standings for a higher finish
' jobs and see how things develop. And Elon was :
" always one of those places I had wanted to head - .
? coach at,” Neal said. “It worked out perfectly.” team.” In addition to coaching, Nea'l has the desire
! Joining Neal on the sidelines is assistant coach At Augusta, Neal helped the Jaguars improve to teach others how to cqach. Smce 2001, he has
3 Stuart Horne, who has been with the program since from a 7-8 record to a 14-6 slate in just one year. Last served as the state tec_hmcal director of the Nationg
A 2005. When Webb resigned, Horne did not leave Elon, ~ season, Elon finished 5-12-2 overall and 3-6-1 SoCon. Soccer Coaches Association of America. In this role,
expressing his interest to stay involved with the They were barely able to clinch eighth place, the last he is responsible for organizing advertisingand |
) program and its new coach. spot for a chance at post-season play. The Phoenix instructing a variety of coaching education courses f
A “Many coaches have an issue with not bringing lost in the first round of the tournament to UNC for hundreds of youth, high school and college
A in their own assistants and dealing with any past Greensboro, ending its rollercoaster season. coaches.
and present issues,” Neal said. “But I did not think A turn-around resembling that at Augusta is what
. there was a better candidate than [Horne] and I was the Phoenix players and coaches are hoping for come
: Under new guidance, offensive power should no longer doom Elon
B b
3 Michelle Longo came back to haunt it in the teams, including Duke to take on the newest SoCon Elon tied Radford
; Sports Editor end. University, Virginia Tech and member, Samford University. University 2-2 in their only
The team finished the 2007  N.C. State. The Phoenix lost all Elon will greet the school preseason exhibition gamea
After an almost miraculous season with a 5-12-2 overall three games, but the last game into the tradition-rich week ago. The Phoenix wa
! upset victory in the first round and a 3-6-1 SoCon record, against N.C. State proved to be  conference as the Phoenix and first to score as Molly Calpin
=1 of the Southern Conference good enough for eighth place especially heartbreaking. Bulldog collide for Samford'’s smashed a pass from Boozer
= b tournament last season, the in the standings and the last After a scoreless 90 first ever SoCon competition. into the far corner of thenet
) women'’s soccer team is eager slot for a bid to the league’s minutes, the two teams League play continues for Boozer, the team'’s leading
to get back on the field and post-season. headed into overtime, anxious  the rest of the season with scorer iast season with seven
# prove itself tonight against in- There, they were for a victory and just one 10 bouts until the conference goals, picked up the assist.
8 state rival N.C. State at 7 p.m. confronted by a challenge: the  goal. Just 56 seconds in, an tournament begins. The Th'e Highlanders took
o | Under guidance from new first place, undefeated UNC own goal doomed Elon and maroon and gold don't get control in the second halfto
4 head coach Chris Neal, the Greensboro Spartans. Elon’s the team picked up its third another shot at UNCG until grab the lead but the Phoenix
: tea‘;n is (fieetling rg:’ul\{enatedh geﬁecnsefﬁi{nedalfivedasdtg]ey Con;ecutlilve loss. the regular season finale on never gave up, scoring the
P and ready to capitalize on the uccessfully defende e onight, the invigorated . 30. S ol
' opp(;:rtunities that lie ahead. goalal, allowinlg t}lleh Spartans Women% i trave%s to N.C. OCE.V:;;,S 1 gi‘;:ﬁtzymg goal in the §2nd
. “Everyone has been only one goal, although State for its season opener and  con “The i
o excited throughout and we they controlled the ball for something of a reder}:lption Statgjielzg?les:?;l?\x’:fv?/;en?'C. hi thh‘\E/ tlearflrl (lillasrlz)al:t):;daz;en
' are learning a lot as a team more than 85 minutes of a game, to be playing thé best soccer fi ght "eNe (l) C'd “We were
2 on and off the field,” senior 90-minute game. “We're not really that when SoCon games come and ¥, fea . te to be down
2k Kerri Spears said. “Everyone is Despite the bittersweet nervous,” senior Katina Boozer ha legiti gy T felloo
) Bi% really ready to take on.” ending to the season, Elon is said. “If anything, we a - Chgnce o and it was an example foy i
A [ antieemicnn, ThePhocnix avoung teamand did notd . L 8, re improve our record in the team overcoming adversity [
‘ , young ose more confident because we SoCon. There are a lot of i To
1 EY had a rollercoaster year, never  a single starter going into the have played them before so we  thin d . very early inl CHESS
§ consistent in play or results. 2008 campaign. know we can win this time.” w o ;ve e comme Sk (o goal s0 la'le
: | Eal gl Vi e tedim's FerlBal3at e a B Bibm SoCon play begins on Sépt a:dn:\elz to get better as a team  in the game, as a coach, it s
; p lack of offensive power that played three consecutive 26 for the Phoenix when it . the fi le(;-y tlm_e i e RS
Atlantic Coastal Conference travels to Birmingham, Ala., of theem."we i
4 l:'l
t B 3
! 2008 Women'’s Soccer Game Schedule: |
o DATE OPPONENT LOCATION |
' £ &) HRlSTI N EVALMY Mention this Ad and Receive |l |
) ',: g; g? North Carolina State Raleigh, N.C. CENTER 10% off Facials and Waxnd | |
13 Maryland College Parl : _ el |
u 9/3 High Point MORE ) While yourstudying, Study yourskinf§
; : 1 9/7 Old Dominion Norfolk, Va.
Al 9/12 Garner-Webb Spartanburg, S.C. FULL SERVICES INCLUDING:
p 9/14 Winthrop Spartanburg, S.C * Scalp Massage
i 9/19 Maryland-Baltimore County ~ HOME * Deep Pore Cleansing Facials & Waxing
i : gﬁ 39 Samford Birmingham, Ala. + Massage Therapy
LA 8 Chattanooga Chattanooga, Tenn. * Manicures & Pedicures
X 10/3 College of Charleston HOME « BodyT
b 10/5 The Citadel HOME vl
1 10/10 Appalachian State Culowhee, N.C aflirkerices
- 10/12 Western Carolina HOME FEAT
I ; oy 10/17 Furman Greenville, S.C 3 Bam,?;,a, Mak
\ I LN : S
Y 1 8;;.2 ‘é“°ﬁ§'d Spartanburg, S.C. N
F X%, avidson HOME GIFT CERTIFICATES &
: & 10/26 Georgia Southern HOME PACKAGES AVAILABLE
b 10/30 UNC Greensboro HOME
EEY
1 3251 5. Church St. Burlington, NC.  336-586-090¢




